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Morfels of Criticifn, tending to Illuftrate fome few Paffages iv 
the Holy Scriptures upon Philofophical Principles and an enlarged 
View of Things, 4to. 14. 1s. im Boards. Robinfons. 


THE title of this work is equivocal: we opened the 

book with fome dread, left the ‘ philofophy’ and the 
* enlarged view’ fhould be defigned to lead us-near the confines 
of the Deift, and left Mr. King’s abilities character fhould 
have been employed to give a force to ns which will 
always want the adventitious affiftance of wit, humour, or pre~ 
tended philofophy. It is with great pleafure, however, that 
we found our apprehenfions without foundation ; that much 
jut criticifm was united with found philofophy; much inge- 
nuity connected with extenfive information. _ While we give 
our fincere tribute of applaufe to the author’s attempt, we 
-muft own that he has feldom convinced us of the points which 
he has moft laboured to eftablifh. We have formerly obferved, 
and every new attempt gives additional confirmation of 
the remark, that, in every inflance, the infpired writers 
‘{péak, without regard to philofophical precifion, and adapt 
their relations to the popular belief, the general prejudices 
of mankind. No difcoveries in philofophy have been yet 
able to reconcile the Scripture relations to the fyftem of 
nature; and though we may be occafionally brought back 
to the language of a few paflages, we differ greatly in the 
general views, and the more effential particulars, We have had 
eccafion alfo to diftruft thofe modes of revelation which reft on _ 
philological enquiries, as if the will and intentions of the 
Deity were only to be revealed through the medium of gram. 
mar, through ‘the interpretation of Lilly, of Buxtorf, or 
Meffieurs de Port Royal. As Mr. King, in fome of his effays, 
refts on an interpretation of the words of Scripture, and en- 
deavours to reduce the meaning, thus procured, to the modern 
fyftem, his attempt militated originally againft the opinions 
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we had formed. We therefore perufed his book with mof@ 
than ordinary attention; and, as we were fenfible of fome biafs, 
have endeavoured to guard againft its effects. 

The firft Effay is on the Lord’s prayer, of which Mr. King 
has given us a new tranflatiod: the great point, however, of 
his enquiry, relates to the firft claufe, Mareg yay o iv T0ig Bearoisy 
contrafted with the fourth yevnditw To enn Oks we ey Bear. 
He obferves, that though this prayer is given by St. Leke in 
fomewhat different words, the fame diftinction of plural and 
fingular is carefully obferved ; and confequently may be fup- 
pofed to be of importance. Mr. King then colle&s many 
paflages of Scripture, where heaven is {poken of in a general 
fenfe, and finds that the word is always ufed in the plural, 
though where it is mentioned only with reference to the hu- 
man race, the word is in the fingular number. ‘The founda- 
tion of this circumftance is, in our author’s opinion, to be 
collected from modern philofophy. The heavens, in general, 
are fuppcfed to be the ftars, which are numerous, and our 
heaven the fun, which illuminates this fyftem of planets. Each 
ray of light is diwifible into feven colours; and our author 
fuppofes, that we fee it only in its compounded ftate, while 
to the inhabitants of the fan it appears divided, and forms a 
gorgeous luminary of beautiful and refpfendent colours. Yet, 
though light is thus conftituted in our fun, in thofe of other 
fy ftems it may be different: the union of their different colours 
may be equally refplendent, though the prevailing hue may 
be different; and Mr. Herfchell has obferved the light of 
fome ilars tc be blue, others red, &c. fo that the heavens may 
form an objeét as varied as itis glorious. The heat of the fan 
can be no obftacle to this opinion, fince, with fome other 
modern philofophers, he thinks that the light of the fun pro- 
duces heat, in confequence of its action on the terreftrial bo- 
dies, rather than communicates it to them. 

‘This opinion is fupported, in Mr King’s opinion, by the 
defcriptions of the holy city, the different expreffions of many 
of the prophets, the circumftance noticed in the appearance 
of angels, viz. the fhining light, or glittering garments; nay, 
even the occafional illuminated appearance of the human face, 
particularly of Mofes and St. Stephen. 

Yet, on a little refleQion if will, we think, be obvious, 
that colour has no exiftence but to the eye, and the eye is an 
organ of the natural man, and not of an immaterial foul. It 
is revealed, that we fhall appear again in our own bodies to 
receive the jadgment denounced againit finners, or the rewards 
‘promifed to the righteous; but it is not revealed, that our 
punishments or our rewards are to be corporeal, This corrup- 
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Yion is to put on incorruptibility, and the pleafures are ‘ fuck 
as eye has not feen, nor ear heard; nor has it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive.’ If Mr. King contends that heaven 
is a throne, the earth is,~on the fame authority, a foot-ftool 3. 
and, if the whole tenor of Scripture be examined; it will 
be clear, on the one hand, that the joys of heaven are not: 
corporeal ; and, on the other, that when they are particularly 
pointed ont, the language is not defcriptive, but metaphorical,’ 
and levelled to the common underftandings. Again, if thé “ 
fun elicits the elementary fire from bodies, and if we remain 
corporeal, the fire in our future manfion will be equally eli- 
cited, and of courfe extraordinary heat muft be felt. Mr. King 
fuppofes, that it may be no more than ‘vital heat;’ but we 
know not how the degree is determined: indeed, from the term, 
“vital heat’ being fo often repeated, it appears clear, that 
our author thinks our bodies are to be unchanged, The ftate 
of comets ftands in his way ; they are ignited in their approach 
to the fun; and Mr. King is obliged to acknowlege, that 
though it may be cool and refrefhing on the fun’s furface, it 
muft be very hot at a little diftance: but. this is impoffible, 
unlefs by any caufe the fun’s rays are obliged to converge, or 
fome body is oppofed which contains elementary fire, in diffe- 
rent circumftances from the human body. In fhort, the whole 
fyftem is fo hypothetical, that it will not bear éven ari exami- 
nation with other parts of Scripture; it is neither fupported 
by reafon nor by revelation. 

We have not oppofed the great philofophical bafis on which 
Mr. King refts, that the fun is a luminous and not a heated 
body, becaufe we have more than once had occafion to hint at 
it, and to exprefs our opinion of its probability. Every new 
ftep in philofophy-gives it greater fupport ; and a very valuable 
part of Mr. King’s firft eflay contains fome curious proofs 
of it. On the fubjeé& of phlogifton, indeed, he feems to 
doubt, and fometimes to employ the term, mattér of fire, or 
elementary fire, inftead of it, without fufficient accuracy. The 
experiments with Mr, Parker’s burning-glafs are in fome de- 
gree new. j | 

‘If a piece of wood be inclofed within a decanter, full of 
water, you may, by means of the focal rays, charr, or burn 
the wood to a coal, in the midft of the water; and yet the fides 
of the glafs decanter, through which the rays pafs, fo very near 
to the focus, will not be cracked, or any ways affected; nor 
will the water be in the leaft degree warmed. 

‘ Thefe experiments already mentioned, have been actually 
made with Mr. Parker’s great burning lens, in Fleet-ftreet. 
The piece of wood was large enough to have fome of its fub- 
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flance left entire, and untouched: and it was inferted ina large 
decanter of water, about eight inches in diameter, and wae 
eompleatly charred very deep; only emitting bubbles of air 
a the operation. 

ith this fame extraordinary glafs alfo fome other experi~ 
ments were made, which greatly confirm all that is here faid. 
The focus was caufed to fhine into the midft of the water, where. 
the wood had been when it was charred; but no continuance’ 
ef the focal rays there, would either heat the wates, or crack 
the glafs. As foon, however, as a piece of metal, either of 
iron, or of lead, (in which we welf know there is what has been 
called phlogitton, but is rather fixed fire, or the fluid of heat 
fixed,;) as foon ag either of thefe were put into the midft of the 
water, they became too hot to be touched ; and communieating 
their heat to the water, made it not only warm, but the irom 
caufed it to boil almoft immediately. 

‘ ¢ And when again the decanter filled with eold water only 
had been faffered to have the focal rays fall into the centre of 
it, for fome time; and yet was.no ways made warm, or affeéted 5 
if a little ink-were poured into it, (which we know contains the 
vitriolic acid, and which would therefore attraét certain parts 
of the water, and fet free the phlogifton, or fluid of fire, that 
Ron before fixed in the water) the mixture began to boil very 

on,” 

Mr. King’s explanation, relating to the ink,. is erroreous, 
fince the acid of vitriol is not effential to the compofition of 
ink. In faét, the ison im ink is almoft in a metallic ftate, and 
the focal rays act on it as divided iron. We mean not, how- 
ever, to give this as an explanation ; the facts fhould be re- 
peated with care, and, after all, a complete explanation will be 
found difficult. Wood in charring feems te abforb the matter 
of heat from the focal rays; the phlogifton is again feparated 
in burning; and, in its feparation, combining with. water, 
forms inflammable ais. In this circumftance we dare not 
fay that the water is decompofed. Our author falls into fome 
ether miftakes, particularly in confidering the vapour in the 
exhanfled receiver, as arifing, from fixed fire, feparated from 
the brafs plate: it ts now known to arife from the wet leathers, 
the oil. in the pifton, and fometimes, as we fufpeét, from the 
sefiduum of ais. We are forry that we have not room for ma- 
ny fubje&ts of curiofity and entertainment from this effay. 
Our author ufes the verfion of the Septuagint, which he thinks 
moft accurate, and particularly becaufe it is the verfion quoted 
by ovr Saviour and the Evangelifts. In one inftance which is 
produced of its excellence, Mr. King is a litthe unfortunate : 
‘when the waters were divided, and the children of Hrael paffed 
shrough the -Red-fea, the Septuagint fays it was by the me 
dium 
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iam of a fouth wind, the Vulgate by an eaft wind. Now, 
fays our author, an eaft wind would drive the waters of the 
ocean isto the Red-fea, through the Straits of Babel Mandel, 
‘inftead of dividing the waters.—But, if he had looked farther, 
he would have feen, that eaftward the Straits of Babel Mandel 
vare fheltered by the coafts of Malabar: fo that an eaft wind, pre- 
vailing generally, would prevent the waters of the ocean from 
accumulating in the Straits, and would atually draw off water 
from that coaft. Befides, as the Red-fea runs nearly north 
_and fouth, an eaft wind could alone vide the waters—A 
fouth wind would blow that fea into the Mediterranean, and 
it would be immediately fupplied -from the Straits of Babel 
Mandel, merely to reftore the equilibrium. | 

We are forry, that from the extent of our obfervations on 
the fir, we muft be more concife on the fucceeding effays. 
The fecond is on the firft chapter of Genefis. In this our 
author labours hard; and he fucceeds much better than Mr. 
,Miln. But much may be expected from an ingenious fcholar, 
“with all the modern changeable theories of philofophy to affit 
him. The reflexibility of heat is net new ; but it is, we be- 
lieve, new, that heat, independent of light, may be broughs 
to converge into a focus. On the confolidating power of air, 
Dr. Macbride’s Effays would materially affift our author, though, 
_afier all his endeavours, after all the ingenuity which he has 
difplayed, many important objections may, we think, be brought 
againit his philofophical commentary. On the whole, how- 
ever, this morceau is a very creditable one. 

The third effay is on the firft, fecond,; and third verfes of 
the fourth charter of the Firft Epiftle of St. John. Our au- 
thor contends that 2 époroysi "Incdy Xpirriv iv caput banrubira, 
‘ fhould be tranflated, that confeffeth Jefus to de the Chriff come 
in the fieth. This tranflation is attempted to be fupported by 
"many parallel paflages, and, in our author’s opinion, fapports 
the pre-exiftence of Chrift. But whatever fupport the general 
tenor of St. John’s writings may afford, and this is all the 
evidence that we fhould choofe to allow, we think the tranfla- 
‘ tion cannot be admitted. The omiffion of Chrift, in the fecond 
paffage in the Alexandrian‘and Vatican copies, feems to fhow 
“that it was not confidered as the word on which the ftrefs of 
the paffages was laid: and again, in a language fo perfpicu- 
ous as the Greek, whofe perfpicuity confifted in the liberal 
nfe of articles and pronouns, we fhould not have fufpeted that 
the article, at lealt, would have been omitted in a verfe of fo 
much importance as this muft appear, if the propofed interpre- 
tation were allowed. The excufe of erafures and interpola- 
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‘tions has been fo often abufed, that we are unwilling, with. 
out decifive evidence, to allow it. 

In the next effay on the fecond verfe of St. Mark’s Gofpel, 
Mr. King would tranflate ayy:Ads, angel; and, from the pro- 
phecy relating of St. John being originally applied to Elias, 

from the {ame term being alfo applied to Elias, from the en- 
_cemium on John, ‘ Yea, I fay unto you, more than a pro- 
phet,” he is willing to conclude that Elias and John were an- 
Bes i in a human fhape, perhaps the fame, and proper harbin- 

ers for the Son of God. The reafon of the confufion we 
“fall tranfcribe from our author, © 


“The Greeks feem to have had no other proper word in 
_common ufe, whereby to exprefs and denote a meflenger of any 
“kind, than wyler@- 5 except it was weécleve, Or aerdsoA@-; neither 

Of which clearly conveyed the idea: and therefore the Seventy, 
(when they compofed their verfion of the Old Tetftament,) and 
afterwards, the writers of the New Teftament, confiantly ufed 

the: former word, to defcribe’ a meflenger of any kind; in all 

‘ thofe: inftances. where fuch was on any occafion mentioned. At 
. the fame. time,, however, as the principal characteriftic, even 

of. an angel of God, on every occafion on which one is at all 
_Mentioned i in Scripture, i is that of being a meffenger from God ; 
Be msflenger communicating the divine will; therefore (being 
» extreme y and juitly cautious not to ufe the word dxiue»r, demon, 
on this occafidn’;“or any word that might, by any poflibility, 
“convey a fimilar idea to the heathen, who would inftantly and 
“eagerly have caught hold of fuch an expreffion, and have per- 
verted it ;) they chofe to exprefs the character even of fucha 

divine mefienger, merely by the fingle word ayla@, ufed by 

- way of eminence; leaving it to the context to explain when the 
word. wag ufed in this divine fenfe; and when merely in the 
ordinary way. And in confequence of this, without due attens 

, tion, {ome confufion and miftakes muft need arife *.’ 

2.~ dt is afterwards allowed, that our tranflators have, in gene; 

jal, avoided the confufion, though, in this inftance, it is fup- 

» pofed that they are miftaken, After this, our author adds the 
-principal paflages where it is tranflated angel, and fome where 
ijt 1s interpreted meffenger. From comparing them together, 
_ he endeavours to fhow that the term angel fhould be employed 

» jn this verfe. Though fomething may be objected to his ar- 
..guments, yet, on the whole, they muft be allowed to haye 

great force, 


\ 





— 


_. £.* The want of words, in the Greck language, to exprefs fully the fub- 
lime defcription of htavenly things contained in the holy Scriptures, appears 
regrarkably in gnother inftance, where the LXX have even been ebliged 
to introduce a word entirely new, and sot before known in that language, 
It is as werd xeges Cherub, and in the plural, xspeci, Cherubim.’ M 
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Mr. King afterwards purfues the parallel more exa&ly.— 
He infifts on the defcription of each; and thinks that their 
drefs was fimilar, fince dyng ducds will properly fignify a man 
clothed in hairy garments, and John is exprefly faid to be 
clothed in camel’s hair. The angelic nature of Elias is, he 
thinks, particularly: pointed out ty the firft verfe of the fevene 
teenth chapter of the firft book of Kings, & qaptcnpy ivemtey 
gvr2, before whom I food in his prefence. The narrative of 
his being fed by ravens depends, in Mr. King’s opinion, on 
his being direéted by the Divine Spirit to the neighbourhood 
of their nefts, where he was fed by the food provided for their 
young ones. Many inftances are accumulated, to fhow that 
they live on food, which is often taken from their nefts in an 
eatable ftate ; and one other initance of game, provided from 
eagles’ nefts, may be found in the Spectator, 

Mr. King then obviates the objection that may arife from 
the words of our Lord, in his difcourfe to Nicodemus; (John 
ili, 13.) but, while he was thus employed, we fhould have 
been pleafed to have feen a confiftent explanation of the whole 
converfation, which, we think, is much wanted.—The Efflay 
eoncludes with an enquiry into the main end and tendency of 


the preaching of John, and an explanation of our Saviour’s 


remark, that though among thofe born of women, a greater 


than John has not rifen—yet that the leaft in the kingdom of 


heaven is greater than he.—The main end of his coming was, 
as Mr. King obferves, to be the harbinger of our Saviour; and 
that he may be again expeéted, in his character of Elias, the 
immediate predecefior of our Judge at the laft day. The de- 
claration of our Saviour, in the fecond objeé&t of remark, is 
fuppofed to relate to John’s humiliation in a human form. 
Our article would be difproportionably long, if we examined 
the remaining effays at this time; fo that we muft refume the 


confideration in a future Number, 





Principles of Surgery, for the Ufe of Chirurgical Students. Part 
_ the Firft. By Fobn Pearfon. 8v0. 55. in Boards. Johnfon. 


IF furgery be defined ‘ the art of curing difeafes by external 

remedies, and manual operations,’ it will not hence follow 
that fcience and reflection are unneceffary: and it was ufelefs 
for Mr. Pearfon to engage in a defence of fcientific furgery, 


by combining with it views more ftritly medical. In the dife 


tinction between furgery and medicine, as in every other dif- 
tinction where the outline is pretty exact, the colouring in the 
fhades will mix and unite ; neither in fome part of the picture 
will it be eafy to fay where the one begins, er where the other 
R 4 ERAS, 
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énds. If furgery be, in reality, the art of curing wounds, 
the nature and condition of the wound, and the properties of 
the application adapted to it, requires fome reafoning: and, 
even in manual operations, the mode of performing them, the 
expediency of the operation when the fituation of the patient 
is confidered, as well as the removing thofe ftates of the con- 
Htitution which may prove impediments, require no little ex- 
ertion of the mental faculties, and prove the neceffity of the 
furgeon’s being acquainted with fcience, capable of reafoning 
with juftnefs, and deciding with propriety. Dr. Hamilton’s ftate 
of the difference between the two {ciences, always appeared 
to us very correéi; and we were reminded of it by a fufpi- 
cion which arofe in our minds, that Mr. Pearfon’s obfervations 
were directed againft it. The objects of the furgeon’s contider- 
ation, he obferves, ‘ are generally fubjected to his fenfesg 
and, where they are out of the reach of fenfe, the fymptoms 
are more plain, the indudtions fewer, and the conclufions more 
certain than in medical enquiries :’ in reality, in a {cientific 
view, furgery muft be arranged after medicine, becaufe the 
intellectual operations are not required to be exerted with fo 
much force, the objeéts to be combined are not fo numerous, 
and the judgment to be formed is not fo dificult. We know 
not whether it was to fupport the opinions of the preface, but 
the ‘ Principles of Surgery’ contain much of what really be- 
longs to medicine: unfortunately too, thofe parts are of in- 
ferior value to the reft of the work. 

In this firft part, Mr. Pearfon treats of inflammation in 

eneral, of eryfipelas, and the diftin@tions between the two 
‘difeafes ; of fome particular inflammations either of the glands 
er other parts; of the common boil, for inftance, the abicefs 
of the breaft, of the pfoas mufcle, and of the paronychia. He 
‘treats too of gangrene and fphacelus ; of the carbuncle ; of chil- 
blains, and of fcalds.. As thefe inflammations are of the 
eryfipelatous kind, it would have been more /cientific to have 
examined them after treating of eryfipelas: this difeafe is, 
however, defcribed at length, after burns; and the accoant 
‘of -eryfipelas is followed by that of cancer, ozena, and canker 
of the mouth. In a {cientific view alfo, the malignant paratid 
fhould have been noticed, as the connecting link between the 
authrax or carbuncle, and cancer. 

On inflammation in general Mr. Pearfon is pretty dif 
fufe, and engages in difcuffions which can fearcely, in any 
inftance, be the objeét of the furgeon alone. Yet he declines 
an inveftigation of the proximate caufe, though the queftion, 
whether the inflamed veffels are generally obftructed, might 
.influence the cure. It is generally true, however, that, 
they 
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they are not; but it is not equally fo, that inflammations 
are ever refolved without fome effufion from the excreting 
arteries, or the neighbouring glands. We think, that during 
the courfe of every inflammation, fome effufion may be 
perceived 3. and that, in the beft circumftances of refolution, 
this effufion is particalarly confpicuous. From hence we would 
alfo infer, that in refolvable inflammations there is no very 
general obftructions.of the inflamed veffels. The refolution 
which our author mentions as produced by a {mall evacuation 
of blood, piainly fhows that, though he treats of inflamma- 
tion as a furgeon, his mind is filled with the idea of internal 
inflammations, Of eryfipelas too, he fpeaks very generally, 
and the diftinétion between it and inflammation is extremely 
juit, when we confider both difeafes in the abftra&; yet his 
diftinGions will not apply to eryfipelas, from externa! caufes 
alone, and our author feems to confider it as always fympto- 
matic. As it belongs to the furgeon, itis always fo; but it 
is not the furgeon’s province to treat even of cutaneous difeafes 
from internal caufes. 

The treatment of inflammations is, in peattel well de- 
{cribed, though with alittle of the fame confufion which arifes 
from mixing the different departments. We were not, how- 
ever, aware that vegetable and foffil alkali were fedatives, or, 
in reality, that they were ufeful in inflammation. ; 

We thall defcribe, as a {pecimen of our author’s manner, 
the account of the venereal paronychia, which is in fome meas 
fure new, and of real importance. 


* As the venereal paronychia, is a complaint that is not uni- 
verfally underftood, I fhall deliver its hiftory and treatment 
upon the prefent occafion, although it might be referred to 
another place. This difeafe generally appears in the form of a 
{mooth, foft, unrefifting tumor, of a dark red colour, and is 
fituated in the cellular membrane about the root of the nail. 
It is attended with an inconfiderable degree of pain in ‘the in- 
cipient ftate; but as fuppuration advances, the pain increafes 
in feverity: its progrefs toward maturation is generally flow, 
and is feldom completed. . 

* When the fordid matter it contains is evacuated, the.nail 
is generally found to be loofe, and a very foul, but exquifitely 
fenfible ulcer is expofed; confiderable floughs ot cellular, mem- 
brane, &c. are frequently exfoliated, fo that the cavity of the 
fore is often very deep. . 

* The difcoloured and tumid ftate of the fin commonly exe 
_tends along the finger, confiderably beyond the margin of the 
“ulcer: in fuch cafes, the integuments that envelope the finger 
become remarkably thickened, and the cellular membrane is fo 

firmly concenfed’ as not to permit the thin to glide over the 
' 6 £ {ube 










































ise Pearfon’s Principles of Surgery. 
fubjacent parts. The bone is.not ufually found in a carious 
flare. . 

* This fpecies of paronychia is more frequently feen among 
the lower clafs of people when they labour under lues venerea, 
than in the higher ranks of life. It does not appear to be con- 

netted with any particular ftate of the difeafe, nor is it confined 
to one fex more than to the other. In the Lock hofpital, it 
occurs injthe proportion of about one patient In five hundred. 
‘i When‘ adopt the name of venereal paronychia, it is noe 
with the defign of implying that this is a true venereal abfcefs, 
containing a fluid which is capable of communicating fyphilis 
to a found perfon. .Its progrefs and cure, feem to be uncone 
netted with the increafed or diminithed. action of the venereal 
poifon in the conftitution, and to be alfo uninfluenced by the 
operation of mercury. I confider the venereal difeafe as 2 remote 
caufe, which gives occafion to the appearance of this, as weH 
as of ievera] other difeafes, that are widely different from its 
own fpecifick nature.” 

On the fubject of chilblains the author is a little inaccurate, 
‘In the 238th paragraph, he confiders them as owing to fevere 
cold, and, in the following one, not fo much to fevere cold 
‘as to alternate fucceflions of heat'and cold. In reality, they 
are Owing to heat, or a little cold, on a part whofe veffels have 
‘been weakened by heat, and of courfe eafily chilled. If heat 
‘is therefore effentially neceflary, and no certain diminution of 
it equally neceffary, heat muit be the caufe. Our author is 
himfelf a little paradoxical on fimilar fubje&ts. He is, how- 
ever, fufficiently corre&, and his apparent paradoxes on the 
effects of heat and cold, only appear to be fuch from his neg- 
le&ing to make a proper diftin&tion refpeéting the degrees 
of heat, or confidering the effeéts as relative to the particular 

“ ftates of the body. | 

In the pfoas abfcefs, our author thinks that he has feen 
immediate advantage from a large cauftic near the Jumbar vers 
tebre. Blifters we have found of very little fervice; and the - 
wound, treated in any way, has been almoft equally fatal. We 
meyer faw but one inftance of recovery after the abfcefs. had 
formed, and in that cafe the abfcefs pointed in the loins, 

‘Our attention has therefore been direéted to prevent the abfcefs 
from forming ; but we cannot boaft of our fuccefs.—Large 
and repeated bleedings have appeared the moft ufeful plan, 
though other methods may undoubtedly be tried ; and we have 
had fome in contemplation, which we fhall mention if we find 
“them ufefal, 

On other parts of our author’s fubjeéts we can perceive no 
great novelty; but we fhall tranfcribe two paffages of differ- 
gat kinds, which will furnih their own apology. 
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‘#® The ufe of farinaccous fubftances, earths, &c. {in eryfi- 
pelas) counteracts one of our moft principal indications, which 
is to promote.a gentle perfpiration in the. part; their applica- 
tion is alfo attended with the farther inconvenience of forming 
hard irritating crufts.upon.the difeafed part. I have feen ver 
difagreeable: and dangerous confequences to enfue from their 
ule. 

‘ Mild, warm cataplafms, are the applications which a very 
“extenfive experience hath induced me to prefer. “They may be 
compofed of the powders of anifeed, fennel; camomile flowers, 
&c. mixed with a fourth. part, or an eqaal quantity of bread, 
and a propet quantity of milk: linefeed powder may fometimes 
prove a convenient addition,’ . 

Again: 

‘ In cancerous affections of the brealt, the abforbent glands 
in the axilla, are very frequently contaminated with the difeafe; 
and profeffor Camper has difcovered fome abforbent veffels, 
palling from the breaft into glands fituated under the fternum, 
“which exhibited the fame difeafed appearances with thofe feated 
in the axilla. ‘ Now, as the abforbent:glands that lay on each 
“fide of the under part of the fternum, communicate with each 
other by means of abforbent veflels, it will be eafy to’under- 
ftand in what manner the difeafe may be propagated from one 
breaft to the other. A cancer may therefore be reproduced in 
a part apparently cured; or propagated to a diftant part, by 
means of difeafed abforbent veflels,’ 

Os the whole, though aur author's too eager daiesiiais of 
_furgery, asa fcience, has led sto examine his work, very 
_mingtely in one refpect, it has not blinded_us to its general 
merit. The‘ Principles of Surgery’, fhow that Mr. Pearfon 
joins an exact attention to a good judgment; and we can 
-fafely recommend him as a compesent ¢ guide to the younger 
practitioners. 





Method of Chymical Nomenclature, propofed by Meff. de. Morweay, 
Lavoifier, Bertholet, and De Fourcroy. By Fames St. Fobz, 
M.D. 8vo0,. 53..ia Boards. . Kearfley, 


WeE own our obligations to the :tranflator, for colleéting 

the different memoirs which have been prefented, to the 

French academy, on.the fubjeét_ of the new. Nomenclature : 
every thing is added which can illuftrate, every thing which 
can explain it. . If the French chemifts.refolve to change the 
> language of the fcience, it is at leaft neceflary to have a dic- 
tionary of their terms. : The tranflator fteps forward, however, 
with too much warmth and confidence, when he obferves, that 
“this language‘is| not the refult of a theory, but of plain and 
‘ fimple faéts; when, with an air of vidtorious triumph, he tells 
ps, that we muft not cenfure it, unlefs we can prove ‘the a 
acy 
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dacy of the principles on which it is founded, and goes of to 
enumerate, among thefe principles, certainties and uncertain- 
ties; fats admitted, as well as thofe which are difputed. A 
flight refle&tion fhould have told him, that when the founda- 
tion of a feries of terms is not generally admitted, it is at leaft 
Imprudent ‘to incorporate the errors, and widely diffeminate 
the difficulties which muft arife if they are once difproved. 
‘To follow him in his triumphal career, though we fhould ad- 
mit, that air is incorporated with fulphur in burning, will it 
@ollow from thence, that phlogifton is not feparated? We al- 
Jow that the fulphur, when burned, is an acid ;- but it is not 
yet clearly afcertained, whether the acidity is then fir pro- 
duced, or whether it appears in confequence of the feparation 
of a principle before combined with it. The compofition of 
‘water is admitted with great reluctance ; and a very refpectable 
‘academy has lately beftowed the prize on an eflay which con- 
‘tradiéts it: the origin of the heat, from calcination, or burn- 
ing inflammable bodies, he will allow us to add, is by no means 
at prefent eftablifhed,in the way which the French chemifts have 
adopted, to explain it. If either of thefe opinions, which are ftill 
doubted, fhould be generally difbelieved, the greateft confufion 
would arife. The attempt, therefore, is impolitic ; it is pre- 
\dadtive of doubt and of difficulty, and no one good confe- 
quence can arife from it. ‘The language ts harfh, unpleafing, 
‘and not eafily remembered. Many new compofitions were 
undoubtedly without names; but it will be more ridiculous, 
if names have been given to fubftances as acids, and 
followed in the reputed compofitions which are found notto 
be fo. It is not true, that many of the compounds were with- 
out names in the old language of chemiftry, if we denominate 
Morveau’s late improved language the old one ; but, allowing 
‘all that is intended to be-urged, it does not follow, that be- 
caufe fome terms muft be added, the old ones fhould be 
‘changed. Yet, if the language be admitted in any work, it 
is neceflary that it fhould be explained: if it be ufed in Eng- 
“hi, it is neceflary that it fhould be adapted to the Englith 
Janguage. This our tranflator has done with fufficient care 
and accuracy.— But before we leave the preface, let us felec 
- one paflage. 
~-' ©] have fometimes ebferved a phenomenon to take place 
~ during the putrefaction of human Bodies: and which I cannot 
but think of very great importance to be enquired into and 
known. This is the exhalation of a particular gas, which is 
the moft active and dreadful.of all.corrofive poifons, and pro- 
duces moft fudden and terrible effects upon a living creature, 
This I more than once haye had an opportunity of remarking 
an 
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in the diffeGting room of Mr. Andravi at Paris, I know that 
the carbonie acid gas produced by the combuftion of charcoal, 
from liquors in fermentation, and by the refpiration of animals, 
as well as all other elaftic fluids except vital air, is incapable 
of fuftaining life; but the aeriform fluid which is exhaled at 
certain times from animal bodies in putrefaction, is infinitely 
niore noxious than any elaftic fluid as yet difcovered ; for it not 
only is incapable of fuftaining life in the abfence of vital air, 
but is dreadfully deleterious, and does net at all feem to abate 
of its corrofive property, even in the prefence of the atmo« 
fpherical fluid. So that it is utterly dangerous to approach a 
body in this ftate of putrefaction. I have known a gentleman 
who by flightly touching the inteftines of a haman body begin- 
ning to liberate this corrofive gas, was affected with a violent 
inflammation, which in a very fhort fpace of time extended up 
almoft the entire of his arm, producing an extenfive ulcer of 
the moft foul and frightful appearance, which continued for 
feveral months and reduced him to a miferable fkate of ema- 
ciation. He then went to the fouth of France; but whether 
he died, or efcaped with the lofs of his arm, I have not been 
able to learn. This is only one example of many which EF have 
feen. I have known a celebrated profeflor who was attacked 
with a violent inflammation of the nares and fauces from which 
he with difficulty recovered, by ftooping for an inftant cver.a 
body which was beginning to give forth this deleterious 
fluid.’ 

There is a peeuliarity too, we apprehend, in this gas, that 
st elades the trials with nitrous air, On this account, pro- 
bably, the experiments with the eudiometer are fuch infufii- 
cient proofs of the falubrity of the air in many inftances ; and 
we may fufpeét then, on this acconnt, wounds in diffecting are 
attended fometimes with fo much, and at other times with fo 
little danger. 

. The Memoirs which Dr. St. John has tranflated in this 
volume, are, 1ft. A memoir on the neceflity of reforming and 
bringing to perfetion the nomenclature of chemifiry, by M. 
Lavoifier: 2d, M. Morveau’s explanation of the principles of 
chemical nomenclature, with an appendix on the nomenclature 
of fome compound fubftances, which occafionally combine like 
fimple bodies. gdly, M. Fourcroy’s explanation of the new 
nomenclature, with copious and proper gloffaries. 4thly, The 
different memoirs of M. Hafienfratz and M. Adet, on the 
new chemical charatters. ‘ , 

We cannot engage in a very éxtenfive explanation of. this 
new language; but fhall give a fhort fpecimen of, together 
with fome remarks. on it, and the reafons why we think it 
improper to be adopted. We muft begin, however, with a 
fhort aecount of M. Lavoifier’s memew.. a 
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This celebrated chemift draws his chief-arguments for this 
change, from the increafing extent of the fcience, and the 
fuperftitions and fancies which once diftated its language. 
The fitft improvement, however, by M. Morveau, rendered 
the language fimple and intelligible, while it was capable of 
being extended with eafe and propriety, at leaft fo far as the 
real difcoveries will yet require. In this memoir M. Lavoifier 
refines in his fpeculation, with all the fubtilty of a metaphy- 
fician ; and his remarks-are often juft, if it,.were poflible that 
a new race fhould be createds for which a new language was 
to be formed. He forgets that we have already a language, 
which wants only improvement :- he is not aware that, before 
anew tace can atife, fome of the fyftems on whith his language 
3s founded, may pafs away ; even for this new race, they are 
not the neateft, the moft euphonic founds. Our tranflator 
keeps too clofe to his author—la metaphyfique des langues, ‘is 
undoubtedly the metaphyfic of language, if the genius of the 
Englith would allow this term to be ufed abftraétedly :—the 
“ {pecies of metaphyfic,’ though equally literal, is ftill more 
harfh ; we fhould fay the ‘ kind of metaphyfical reafoning,’ . © 

The table, for that is the moft comprehenfive view of the 
fuhjec&t, is divided into fix columns. The title of the firft is 
“fubftances not'yet decompofed’:’: thefe are light, the Cato- 
mic, or the matter of heat; Oxycen, the bafis of acids, or 
‘of vital dir, and the vital air itfelf; which is ftyled oxygenous 
gas, and is reduced to that ftate either by light or the calericg 
Hyvrocenx, the bafe of inflammable air, from which refalt 
hydrégenous gas, the inflammable air, and water, which is 
compofed of hydrogen and oxygen; the Azore, or the bafe 
ef phlogifticated air; the azotic gas is phlogilticated air. 
Azote, combined with oxygen, gives the nitric or the nitrous, 
according’ as the acid is colourle{s or {moaking: in the latter, 
the azote is fappofed to bein excefs.-—But to return: 

The fecond fection is on the acidifiable bafis, or radical 
principles of the acids. Thofe whofe bafes are known are 
the azote, charcoal, fulphur, and phofphorus: the bafes not 
known, as of marine acid, &c. are called the radicals of the 
acid. Sulphur, with oxygen, forms an acid; and, in the ftate 
of common vitriolic acid, faturated with oxygen, it is ftyled 
fulphuric ; it is called fulphureous, when, in the fate in which 
it has been ufually called the phlogifticated acid. The gene- 
ral namés for falts formed of-acids of the firft kind, are fulph- 
ats; of the fecond, fulphites; and all combinations not yet 
advanced to a ftate of acidity, fulphurets. In this inftance, 
there is a flight change, and a‘very proper one, from the 
French terms, ‘which, im Englifh, are too much alike, 
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Fixed air is the carbonic acid ; its falts carbonats, and plum- 


bago, the carburet of ‘iron. The muriatic acid remains, and 
its compounds are muriats: the dephlogifticated is called oxy- 


genated, muriatic acid; and its'compounds oxygenated muriats. 


—Corrofive fablimate and calomel are corrofive and mild mer- 
¢urial muriats. The muriatic falts of tin, in their different 
itates, are: muriat of tin, fublimated muriat of tin, and fmoak- 
ing muriat of tin. 

The terms nitric and nitrous acid are followed by the acetic 
and the acetous, the phofphorous and -phofphoric, with their 
compounds acetats and atetites, phofphorats and phofphorites. 
The dephlogifticated kind has the termination in ic. Many 
acids have only this termination becaufe we feldom fee them 
but in their dephlogifticated ftate, or with little oxygen; fo 
that they have but one kind of compound. ‘The boracic acid 
has its borats ; the fluoric its fluats ; ‘the fuccinic its fuccinats, 
the tartaric its tartrites; the oxalic its oxalats; the gallic its 
gailats; the pruffic its pruffiats; the arfenic its arfeniats; ‘and {fo 
on. The peculiar neutral is denominated the acetat of pot- 
afh, of foda, of ammoniac, of lead, copper, &c. The calces 
of metals, as containing oxygen, are oxids: thus we have the 
oxid of arfenic, antimony, &c.— The earths and inflammables 
luckily remain with little change. In the different memoirs 
the foundation of the new names, and the reafons for the al- 
teration, are given at fome length. 

The changes which thefe authors have introduced, are, we 
ithink, in many refpeéts exceptionable. They are very riume- 
fous; numerous without neceflity: and fo different from: the 
former.terms, as to require much time and attention to un- 
derftand and remember them. It is a tafk whofe burthen we 
have felt feverely. In many inftances, the difficulty is in- 
creafed from the want of analogy; and, in ‘fome, from the 
harfh terms, and the too near refemblance of thofe defigned ta 
convey very different ideas. The carbonic acid has no refe- 
rence to the ufual origin of the fixed air, and the carbonet of 
a can {carcely be fuppofed to mean mild falt of tartar: 

any of thefe words too are founded on hypothefis, and not 
on decifive experiment. If the abforption of vital air is not 
the only, or the moft important change in calcination, what 
will become of the oxids? If the compofition of water is not 
inconteftably proved, who will adopt the hydrogen?’ Again* 
a language of this kind is not capable of being extended with 
the fcience: one new difcovery may, ‘on the contrary, fhake 
Zt to its foundation; and, in each ucceeding feven years, we 
— again learn a new dialeé. eed 

The 









156 $+. Fobn’s Method of Chymical Nomenclature. 


The fubftances not yet decompofed, which are arranged-in 
the firft column, are followed in the fucceeding ones, by thefe 
fubftances in different forms, and in compofition. They feem, 
however, to be too numerous, for the vegetable and animal 
acids are certainly decompounded in the fire, and their bafis 
is pretty clearly fixed air, In another view, they are too nue 
merous ; for if the fame acid, in different forms, muft be 
allowed a new name, till the fimilarity with fome known acid 
is proved, as we have contended for, the number of acids 
muft be greatly increafed. Our authors have, indeed, taken 
advantage of every new difcovery, and included the faccharine 
with the oxalic acid, and arranged the aftringent principle, 
which we have formerly fhown to be a phlogifticated acid, 
under the title of the gallic acid, &c. They have too, affumed 
the camphor as an acid, without having proved its acidity, 
while many bodies more certainly acid are omitted. If fome 
of thefe acids muft be admitted among compounds, light is 
elfoa compound body, confifting of rays differently refrangi- 
ble ; and there is fome reafon to think that even, as a chemi- 
cal body, the different rays may pofiefs different affinities, for 
we. fee different colours in the flames of burning bodies, and 
phofphoric light is tinged with different hues. M. de la Mee 
therie. has fhown, that inflammable and pure air will decome 
pofe each other; and the volatile alkali has been clearly 
proved to be acompound. ‘There are many different bodies 
yery certainly compounds, among their fimples. Again, the 
plan of giving bodies names from their principles, is a {pee 
cious one; but it is not well managed, and is probably not 
eafily executed. In this Nomenclature there are many errors 
from this fource. Let us take an inftance from inflammable 
air: it is called hydrogen, from its being one of the ingredients 
of water; but it makes only 0.13, while pure air is jo. 876 
It makes a larger proportion of oil, viz. 0.21, why then is it 
not called eleogen? and of volatile alkali, and then it fhould 
be ammoniacogen, terms not more harfh than many adopted 
in the new Nomenclature. 

As to the particular terms, they are very badly adapted to 
_ the Englith analogy. La calorique is indeed French; but 
~ thefg terms, as we have already obferved, are not ‘ufed ab. 
ftraétedly in Englith. Oxygen is alfo better adapted, for the 

e reafon, to the language of the inventors than our own: 
it is built too, on the fyftem of its being the principle of 
acidity, without reflecting that itis as much a principle of 
the calces of metals, and more fo of water. Hydrogen is 
equally, and for the fame reafon, exceptionable, Azote from 
&, NON, 
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w, non, and dm», vita, is an unpleafant term, and equally 
applicable to fixed and nitrous air. The fulphats, the ful- 
phites, and the fulphures, or, as Dr, St. John more properly 
calls them, fulphurets, are harfh, difagreeable, and not fuffi- 
ciently difcriminated. To fappofe that a bafis of the muriatie 
oxalic, and other acids, exifts, without having proved their 
exiftence, encumbers the new language unneceffarily: for to 
give it the term radical does not prevent the neceflity of form- 
ing a new one, when the bafis is really found. Befides, why 
will they fuppofe that there is a bafis? In their lift of fub- 
ftances not decompofed, there are many fubftances which really 
have one, though they then infift on rigorous demonftration of 
its exiftence : they here admit it on fuppofition. 

The terms pyro-tartaric, pyro-lignic, and pyré-mucic, to 
exprefs acids in an-empyreumatic ftate, are improper, as com- 
pounded of Greek and Latin words: they are improper tod, 
becaufe the two lJaft do not occur in their uncompounded ftate, 
and they are in the lift of uncompounded fubjeéts. There are 
many acids of wood, aterm too general and collective, which 
are in a feparate ftate, under other names. It appears highly 
‘probable, indeed, that all the ligneous acids are modifications 
of the acetous, Unfortunately the pruffic is not an acid; the 
prufiats have no exiftence as neutral compounds, and the ra- 
dical muft confequently be an imaginary fubftance. . 

The new chemical charatters deferve a better report: they 
are explicit, diftin®, fyftematic, and intelligible. Though 
adapted to the new Nomenclature, they may be applied to 
any language: but thofe who have learned the characters of 
Geoffroy, Black, or Bergman, will be unwilling again to 
ftudy another form. From this variety we have reafon to 
fufpeé that characters will be neglected, and words at length 
ufed ; fince they will be more intelligible, though fomewhat 
more troublefome. 

To comprefs our account of this work, we have incorporated 
the French criticifms with our own opinions ; and where fome 
objections had been replied to with fuccefs, or where we 
thought them not well-founded, we have paffed them over’: 
we-have not room for long difcuffions. After the moft mature 
reflection, we ate decidedly of opinion, that this new language 
is neither euphonic, exact, or convenient; and we earneftly 
diffuade the Englith chemift from adopting it. We have been 
repeatedly'called on for our opinion, and flattered by being 
told that it was waited for with fome impatience. We have 
complied, as early as poffible, with the requeft; and, to give 
a force to our decifion, we fhall continue to ufe the former 
terms of. M. Morveau. 

Vor. LXV. April, 1788. a Leiters 
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Letiers to and from the late Samuel Fobnfon,. LL.D. Po which 
are added fome Poems never before printed. Publifbed from 
the Original MSS. in her Poffeffion, by Hefter Lynch Pioxxi. 
Svo. 2 Vols. 123. in Boards. Cadell. 


T is the lot of genius to be often drawn from obfcurity in 
the moft unfavourable moments : the feftive board will not 
qwait for the hour of health and hilatity, or make allowance 
for the gloom which difeafe and low fpirits may {pread around 
him.—As an author, the man of genius is expected to be uni- 
_ formly excellent ; and, in the remarks on thofe.parts where he 
- finks below his own level, the critic does not reflec how often 
he has rifen above it. The periodical effayiit feels the weight 
of this inconvenience with double aggravation; and the re- 
viewer, for we may furely be allowed to look at home, cannot 


always enjoy the clearnefs of unruffled recollection : when call- — 


ed to fulfil his deftined tafk, he may bring with him a mind 
harraffed by anxiety, and depreffed by ill-health, But John- 
fon was loaded with almoft every difficulty which we have 
inentioned, and he has not efcaped the ufual misfortunes of 
literary reputation, which happen after death: his life has 
been mangled with unrelenting cruelty; his memory follied 
by partial recollection ; the accumulation of every harfh reply, 
, or dictatorial remark ; and, in the inftance before us, each tri- 
fling {crap, dictated in the moments of pain, languor, and 
uneafinefs, is brought ftom its hidden recefs into open day- 
light. Strong muft be the mind, and unfullied the character, 
that can bear fo many, and fuch fevere trials! Johnfon has 
not efeaped from thefe various ordeals, without a wound; but 
the wounds have not been fatal. We have no reafon to think 
that Mrs. Piozzi meant to injure his credit by this publication ; 
_and we.are fully of opinion, that fhe has added to it by means 
the moft precarious, and which might have been moft deftruc- 
-tive. The intimate cortefpondence of many years, the unre- 
ferved communication, in various fcenes and fituations, in dife 
ferent ftates of mind and body, would feldom afford fo few 

and fuch inconfiderable errors. ! 

If the fubje& of Dr. Johnfon’s Letters be enquired after, we 

_can truly fay, that there is none: with what then are two 
‘large volumes filled ? With traits of affeétion and regard ; with 
anxious folicitude for his friends’ welfare and fuceefs; with 
much infantine and amiable fondnefs for the children ; with fre- 
quent complaints of his’own ill health; with anxiety when 
his friends are fick and difirefled; mixed with a little appre- 
henfion, eccafionally, of being negleéted. ——The man of bufinefs 
‘may _ all this wifling; the fepercilious philofopher pia 
From 
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from it with difgutt ; but it leads us through the labyrinth of 
the human heart; it fhows us what Johnfon really wasy and 
gives no unpleafing picture of his mind, when feparated from 
an unpléafing form and difgufting manners, We fhall turn 
ever thefe volumes; and, in fekcting thofe little incidents 
which may, be interefting to our readers, fhall have fuficient 
opportunity of giving f{pecimens.of the ftyle of, his familiar 


correfpondence. We mutt, however, firft attend :to the editor. 


Mrs. Piozzi, whofe anfwers to Johnfon are occafionally.in- 
terfperfed, to avoid the neceffity of annotations, is well known: 


with many polite accomplifhments, fhe joins no inconfiderable 


knowlege of the beft modern languages, French and Italians 
fhe feems alfo well acquainted with Latin, and. various {ciences 


not. ufyally underftood by Jadies. The following petiage 


fhould, »however, have been explained more particularly : ; 


feems intended to elevate and furprife; but it is either incor- 


rectly expreffed, or not well founded. There are one or two 
other paflages in Mrs. Thrale’s Letters, which deferve the 
fame remark, 


fhould I be charged with obtrading trifles on the pub- 





Tie, I might reply, that the meaneft animals preferved in a 


become valuable to thofe who form collections of natural hiftory, 
that the fifh found in Monte Bolca ferve as proofs of facred writ, 
and that the cart-wheel ftuck in the rock of Tivoli, is now 
found ‘ufeful in computing the rotation of the earth.’ 


The reft of the preface we fhall make no remarks on. The 
Letters, the editor obferves, are unchanged. But we have 


‘reafon to fufpe& that fome are omitted. It was undoubt- 


edly delicate, and, we think, proper to erafe the names, 
and, in fome inftances, to put afterifms inftead of initial let- 
ters. Mrs. Piozzi.has alfo baffled conjecture, by not diftin~ 


‘guifhing the fame perfon by the fame number of afterifms, and 


generally putting down the number without any fettled defign : 
we may have loft a little pleafure in this way; but it is not 
to be regretted, when fome refpectable individuals are proba- 


bly faved a great deal of pain. 


The correfpondence commences in 1765, when Johnfon was 
preparing his Shak{peare for the prefs, and continues unin- 
terruptedly during their feparations, till the event which was 
fatal to their friendfhip, the marriage of Mrs. Piozzi in 1784. 
In this interval the letters are very numerous; and we fhall 
point out a few which appear to deferve fome notice. In ge- 
neral, we do not fee many inftances of that fuperftitious ter- 
ror, that unmanly dread of death, which had taken fuch hold 
on Johnfon’s mind. His defire of being diftinguifhed is fre- 
quently obvious; and his language, though in general cor- 
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rect, is, occafionally, full of the little peculiar phrafes, the 
cant terms which may have been the fubjeéts of his raillery, 
‘and are again employed to fhow the error by exatnple, or to 
evince that his reproof was falutary and good-natured. ‘The 
little infantine appellations df queeney (mifs Thrale), of fweet- 
heart, &c. fhow that he poffeffed a good and affectionate heart. 
The fight of old friends feems to be always pleafing: he fym- 
pathifes in their diftrefs, and feels a delight in their profpe- 
‘rity ; but profperity is not common, or at leaft he did not 
‘often meet with it, for he fays, 


* He that wanders about the world fees new forms of human 
mifery, and if he chances to meet an old friend, meets a face 
darkened with troubles.’ 

The firft event which furnifhes a little more than a repe- 
tition of regard and affection, is his journey to Scotland. 
“The Letters written at this period are faid to be the originals 
‘from which the Tour was compiled ; but, independent of their 
being written when the images were frefh and vivid, they dif- 
play much more good nature and complaifance than the work 

“formed from them. He looked on Dr. Blacklock, he tells us, 
with reverence: he profeffes himfelf well pleafed at St. Andrews, 
‘and other places, where he did not behave with complaifance 
or even with common decorum.—To what muft we attribute 
this difference? We are much inclined to believe that Johnfon 
_meant not to offend, and was not confcious that he had done fo. 
“The day fpent at Fort George, where his fentiments were 
oppofed, he calls pleafant and inftru€tive. His manner was, 
indeed, harfh and ungraceful, while his flatterers commended 
often his faults, Of Mr. Bofwell he does not fpeak with 
great refpect, though, in one paffage, he allows that he had 
snot given him credit for fo much difcrimination and good 
“fenfe as he had fhown. We know not, however, how the 
“aceount ftood before. We fhall feleé& a fpecimen or two from 
“this edition of the travels. We firft arrive at St. Andrews. _ 
©The profeffors who happened to be refident in the vacation 
made public dinner, and treated us very kindly and refped- 
fully. They fhewed us their colleges, in one of which there 
is a library that for luminoufnefs and elegance may vie at leaft 
‘with the new edifice-at Streatham. But learning feems not to 
profper among them; one of their colleges has been lately 
alienated, and one of their churches lately deferted. An ex- 
periment was made of planting a fhrubbery in the church, but 
it did not thrive. : 
‘ Why the place fhould thus fall to decay I know not; for 
_education, fuch as is here to be had, is fufficiently cheap. Their 
term, or, as they call it, their feffion, lafts feven months in the 
year, which the ftudents r the higheft rank and greatelt expence 
may 
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may pafs here for twenty pounds, in which are included board, 
lodging, books, and the continual initruction of three pro- 
feffors.’ 

Again: 

‘ We travelled towards Aberdeen, another univerfity, and 
in the way dined at lord Monboddo’s, the Scotch jhdge, who 
has lately written a ftrange book about the origin of language, 
in which he traces monkeys up to men, and fays that in fome 
countries the human fpecies have tails like other beafts. He 
enquired for thefe long-tailed men of Banks, and was not well 
pleafed that chey had not been found in all his peregrination. 
He talked nothing of this tome, and I hope we parted friends ; 
for we agreed pretty well, only we difputed in adjufting the 
claims of merit between a fhopkeeper of London, and a favage 
of the American wilderneffes. Our opinions were, I think, 
maintained on both fides without full conviction; Monboddo 
declared boldly for the favage, and I, perhaps for that reafon, 
fided with the citizen. 

‘ We came late to Aberdeen, where I found my dear miftrefs’s 
letter, and learned that all our little people were happily re- 
covered of the meafles. Every part of your letter was pleafing.’ 

‘ When théy had not cabbage they had nothing’ appears in 
the letters: we know the criticifms which this paflage has ex- 
cited, and we will draw none on ourfelves by. defending it. 
Yet, in England, at the Reformation, a cabbage was fold for | 
fix pence, and it was one of the frff and the commonef? of our 
vegetables. — The letters from the Ifldnds are full of. cheer- 
ful commendations ; and the whole Tour would probably have 
been defcribed with better colours, if his health had been bet- 
ter. The following paffage, written in this frame of mind, 
is, however, in many refpeéts, admirable. 

‘I cannot forbear to interrupt my narrative. Bofwell, with 
fome of his troublefome kindnefs, has informed this family 
and reminded me that the 18th of September is my birth-dav. 
The return of my birth-day, if I remember it, fills me with 
thoughts which it feems to be the general care of humanity to 
efcape. 1 can now look back upon threefcore and four years, 
in which little has been done,‘ and little has been enjoyed; a 
life diverfified by mifery, fpent part in the fluggifhnefs of pe- 
nury, and part under the violence of pain, in gloomy difcon- 
tent or importunate diltrefs. But perhaps I am better than I 
fhould have been if I had been lefs aflicied. With this I will 
try to be content.’ 


The eighty-firft letter is more gloomy and mifanthropical : 
this life will only feem not happy to one whofe powers of 
enjoying happinefs are loft. The topics of this letter were, 
however, fuggefted by the barren heaths: Dr. Johnfon is in 
better humour where he is warmed and filled; at every houfe, 
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he obferves, with equal gratitade and propriety, he is receivs 
ed as if he came to confer a benefit.. But, we muft leave 
Scotland for the accounts from different parts of England. 

Dr. Johinfon’s relation of his occafional excurfions to Litch- 
field, and to Afhbourne, the refidence of his friend: Dr. Tay- 
lor, furnifh the fubjeé&ts of many Letters. Yet little is told 
in them, but that he dined with one old friend, and faw 
another: in his fucceflive vifits he gives an account of little 
domeftic incidents, below. the dignity of any mode of writ- 
ing but a familiar correfpondence, where trifles affume a pro- 
priety, becaufe they fhow that the writer has fufficient con- 
fidence in his friend, to truft him with his trifling. In his 
fucceffive vifits too, he is a witnefs to the decaying health of 
his old acquaintance, and fees, every year, the little crop 
thinned by-death. More chearful men than Dr. Johnfon 
would feel the depreflion which thefe events muft have occa- 
fioned: but, in his Letters, he generally. looks up to the rifing 
family of Mrs. Thrale, and fees few things but what he con- 
nects with the moit interefting parts of their fituation.—As a 
fpecimen of their general ftyle, we fhall extraé one entire, on 
Mr. Thrale’s firft attack, at a time when a tour to Italy was 
projecting. 

‘Iam glad to hear of pretty Queeney’s recovery, and your 
returning tranquillity. What we have fuffered ought to make 
us remember what we have efcaped. You might at as fhorta 
warning have been taken from your children, or Mr. Thrale 
might have been taken from us all. 

‘Mr. ‘Thrale, when he difmiffed me, promifed to call on me; 
he has never called, and I have never feen him. He faid that 
he would go to the houfe, and I hope he has found fomething 
that laid hold on.his attention. 

‘Ido not wish you to return, while the novelty of the place 
does any good either to you or Queeney, and longer I know 
you- will not ftay; there is therefore no need of foliciting your 
return. What qualification can be extracted from fo fad an 
event, I derive from obferving that Mr. Thrale’s behaviour has 
united you to him by additional endearments, . Every evil will 
be more eafily borne while you fondly love one another; and 
every good will be enjoyed with encreafe of delight paft com- 
pute, to ufe the phrafe of Cumberland. May your care of each 
other always encreafe! Iam, deareft Madam, Your, &c.’ 

There are two letters which might occafion fome difcuffion, 
if we examined thefe volumes with the feverity of criticifm, we 
mean the 193th and 189th. The former contains fome reafons 
why thofe who have learned much in early youth feldom im- 
prove in mafurerage. ‘The reafons have undoubtedly weight; 
but the fact is not univerfally true; and the exceptions would 
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havé pointed out a better explanation, viz. that there is feldom,’ 
ia maturer-age, any’ very powerful motives for peculiar exers: 
tions. When there are, proportional excellence generally fol- 
lows. Befjdes, to add to a ftock requires more attention than 
firft to amafs it. How’ many books are read by a well-in-’ 
formed man, with very few ideas that are new; while, in the 
progrefs of knowlege, the greater part of each work may 
have appeared interefting, The botanift who collects the 
flowers of any diftriét, muft walk many miles to add one line 
to the end of his Flora, though, in the commencement of his- 
undertaking, one field would furnifh a page.—The other let- 
ter (the 189th) is on letter-writing. ‘Though we have heard’ 
Johnfon’s ientiments- on this fubje& controverted, we think 
that he is right: it is in the familiar letcers that the foul is 
divefted of difguife, and appears in its native colours. *To 
fit down, fays he, fo often, with nothing to fay; to fay fome- 
thing fo often, almoft without any confcioufnefs of faying, and 
without any remembrance of having faid, is a power’ which 
every body has not. 

The controverfy about Rowley’s Poems, the Lives of the, 
Poets, the riots in the year 1780, are the moft public circum. 
{tances which occur in this.correfpondence. Dr. Johnion feems 
to think the Poems fpurious.—-The Lives of the Poets were 
written by ftarts, and often in a hurry. Indeed, in thofe’ 
where moft pains are feemingly employed, the biographer,’ 
perhaps, only brought into form ideas which he had long pof- 
fefled, and bent his powers of difquifition and difcernment ta 
fubjeéts on which he had often thought, and on which he had 
probably decided. He feems not to baye been aware, that 
the Life of Milton was coloured with political prejudice ; his 
Opinions on thefe fubjeéts were deeply rooted ; and, from their 
not having been contradicted in converfation, he might have 
thought that they. were indifputable. The tafk of biography, 
at this period of his life, he feems to have wifhed to efcape: 
he applied to lord Weftcote for a Life of his relation (lord 
Lyttelton), and mentions, with fome exultation, his fuccefs in 
procuring the Life of Young from Herbert Croft. —Of the riots 
in London he gives a tremendous account; he {peaks of the 
great fervices which Mr. Wilkes performed ; and tells us, that 
. the king firft recovered from the panic, and put the troops 
in motion, before his miniftry had time to awaken from their 
confternation. 

- Dr. Johnfon fpeaks with regard and affection of Mr. Thrale : 
the letter to Mrs. Thrale, on his death, we fhould have tran- 
{cribed, if we had not already tranfcribed much. Their hap. 
pinels i in marriage was fo great, he fays, that ‘ withaut perfo- 

S 4 nal 








264 Letters to and from Dr. Fobnfox. 


nal knowlege, he fhould have thought the defcription fabu-" 
lous.’ We omit it for another reafon, to preferve the letter 
which Dr. Johnfon wrote to Mrs. Piozzi, on her marriage. 
We have already hinted at fome letters being omitted, and 
we firongly fufpec&t that fome expoftulations paffed on the re- 
port, or after the firft information, previous to the conclufion,. 
Whatever foundation our fufpicions may have, we fhall tran- 
{eribe the only letter from Johnfon, that appears on this fub- 
ject, in the prefent collection. It is admirably fuited to the 
fituation and circumftances of his correfpondent *. 


‘ What you have done, however I may lament it, I have no 
pretence torefent, as it has not been injurious to me: I theres 
fore breathe out one figh more of tendernefs, perhaps ufelefs, 
but at leaft fincere. : 

*I with that God may grant you every bleffing, that you may 
be happy in this world for its fhort continuance, and eternally 
happy in a better ftate; and whatever I can contribute to your 
happinefs 1 am very ready to repay, for that kinanefs which 
foothed twenty years of a life radically wretched. 

* Do not think flightly of the advice which I now prefume 
to offer. Prevail upon Mr. Piozzi to fettle in England; you 
may live here with more dignity than in Italy, and with more 
fecurity: your rank will be higher, and your fortune more un- 
der your own eye. I defire not to detail all my reafons, but 
every argument of prudence and intereft is for England, and 
only fome phantoms of imagination feduce you to Italy. 
©] am afraid however that my counfel is vain, yet I have 
eafed my heart by giving it. ) 

‘ When queen Mary took the refolution of theltering herfelf 
in England, the archbithop of St. Andrews, attempting to 
diffuade her, attended on her journey ; and when they came 
to the irremeable ftream that feparated the two kingdoms, 
walked by her fide into the water, in the middle of which he 
feizec her bridle, and with earneftnefs proportioned to her dan- 
ger and his own affection preffed her to return. The queen 
went forward.—-If the parallei reaches thus far, may it go no 
farther.—-The tears ftand in my eyes, 

‘ | am going into Derbyfhire, and hope to be followed by 
your good wifhes, for 1 am, with great affection, Your, &c.’ 

The fecond volume concludes with fome mifcellaneous let- 
ters, and the Odes in the Confolations of Boethius, the joint 
Jabours of Dr. Johnfon and Mrs, Piozzi, We cannot leave 
the collection before us, without again commending it; it 
conveys faithful pictures ; and'we liften with pleafure to John 
fon, while we are difgufted with his biographers, 


————— 





* It is a little remarkable, that we hear nothing of M. Piozzi till after 
the death of Mr, Thrale, and he is not then {poken of as a new ac- 


quaintance. 
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N EAR fifty years have elapfed fince the publication of the 
laft edition of the London Pharmacopeia. In this in- 
terval, the colleges of Wirtenburg, New Brunfwic, Upfal, 
Copenhagen, Peterfburgh, and Edinburgh, have publifhed re- 
peated editions of their feveral difpenfatories. What may at 
firft feem negligent, will be found at laft highly creditable; 
and, when the college may have appeared moft inattentive, in 
affifting the Englifh phyficians with a proper pharmaceutical 
ne: it will be a fufficient anfwer to refer the caviller to the 
ormer difpenfatory. It contained many aétive and judicious 
preicriptions; and, though encumbered with. fome crowded 
formulz, contained fewer trifles, and more excellencies, than 
any difpenfatory of that period. ‘The dignity of the college, 
in their national publications, is well preferved. Their di- 
rections are concife, pointed, and fufficiently clear to adepts, 
but they avoid minutenefs in the directions, as it is not a work 
of chemiftry; they omit the trifling cofmetics, which contri- 
bute to fill up fome valuable foreign difpenfatories, and refufe 
to affift the cook or the confe&tioner. The narrative of the 
committee, prefixed to the Jaft Englifh edition, is a work of 
much learning; difplays great extent of information, and an 
accurate difcrimination between what is ufeful or elegant in 
compofition, and what is trifling or difguftful, We greatly 
regret that the Englifh tranflation is not decorated by a fimi- 
Jar narrative. 

It is the great bufinefs of a reviewer of a national work, to 
give a full account of the changes which the improvements in 
icience, more accurate inveftigation of the powers of remedies, 
or even fafhion and fancy, have fuggefted. We fhould alfo 
perform our tafk imperfeétly, if we did not join in applauding 
what is proper, and blaming: what is either incorrect, haftily 
rejected, or too eagerly admitted. As the tranflator has added 
notes, like Dr. Pemberton, we fhall defer the tak of criticifm 
till we can examine the merits of the Englifh verfion, fince we 
fhall then have fome of the reafons before us which influenced 
the college in their condu&, At prefent we fhall confine our- 
felves to the real changes which occur. 

The Preface is written with great elegance ; and it explains 
the neceflity of the changes in the names, the reafons for 
adopting the arbitrary terms alloted to the alkalis, and the 
conduét of the college in fome other refpects. ‘The catalogue 
of the materia medica follows ; and the college has now fol- 
lowed the example of almoft every foreign pharmacopeia, in 
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afligning the generic and trivial names of Linneus to each of 
the vegetables ‘and animals employed. The laft edition had 
only the fynonyms of Cafpar Bauhine, for Linnazus was then 
uhknown. From the former catalogue thy have rejeéted the 
Acacia; the Acaric; the femina Axrmeos and Amomi; 
the roots of the ArisToLocHiA longa & tenuis; the leaves 


of ‘the Antemisra and Arriprex olida; Boztiyum; Bi- - 


TUMEN JuDaicuM; Botus ArnmeEntA, Buxi Licnum; Ca- 
LAMINTH® folia;.Cancrorum Ocutt; CAaRPOBALSAs 
uum; Casumunar; CEPA; Cita zonys and CHaMz&- 
rPitys; Costus; Dicramnus Crericus; ELatine; Fu- 
LIGO; @taniorus luteus ; Gum Evemi; HEDERA TERRES- 
trts; Hyrocistrs; Hyssopus; Juncus Odoratus; Ker- 
mes succus; Lamium AtBpuMm; Bezoar; LicHEN Cine- 
teus terrefris; MALABATHRUM; MarGarit#&; MarumM vul- 
gare, Marricagira; Meum; Nari Semen; Narovus Celtica 
&F Indica; Nervera; OrosiusAwyl j Ova ; Pzoma; Pa- 
RALYSIS; PETROSELINUM Mivedonicum ; PimPiteiia; Pie 
Fer album; Pix arida; PottumM; Scinc1; SeEsELi; Stm- 
cHas; TEREsinTHINA argentoratenfis; ‘THLaspis ; Tuy- 
wrus citatras; Tyt1m flores; TRICHOMANES; Vireaa and 
Uvz Passe. Acetum Tartarum, &c. are put under the term 
vitis; and each calx or falt of metals, ufually put into the lif 
of: elie materia medica, bécaufe procured from manufacturers, 
Occurs under the title of the metal. y 

Among the-additions are, Agretrosa; Acipum ViTRIO0- 
trcum;-Acowrrum; Arnica; AVeNna; BatsamumMm Ca- 
wadenfe; Banpana; Cicuta; Cynare@ folia; Coicut- 
cum; Cotumsa; Diciraris; Genista; GINSENG; 
Gratrrora; HetreporastruM; Icutuyocotta; JuGe 
LANS ; Kino: Mezereum; Parerra Brava; Piper Ins 
picum ; Quassia; Quencus; R1BES nigrum and rubrum; 
Ricinus; Sawtonicum; SENEKA; SIMARUBA; SiIuM;3 
Sprceuia; Sravisacria Tanaxacum Tussttaco; Uva 
Urst and Zincum. 

Of the more fimple preparations, thofe of courfe are omit- 
ted where the articles are omitted in the materia medica. The 
roafted fquill, the toalted rhubarb and nutmeg, and the ftrain- 
ed ftorax, are expunged. Storax is purified in a different way ; 
and a formula is added for the purification of gum ammoniac. 

The conferve'of garden fcurvy-grafs, of mint, rue, laven- 
der, mallows, and. rofemary, are omitted. Conferves of 
arum and fquills are added. The preferves are wholly omit- 
ted. The infpiffated juices of red currants, of lemon, and hem- 
tock leaves, gathered when the flowers are juft going to appear, 

are added. Of the extracts, the ext, edule eampanz, alces, 
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and lign. guaic. are omitted. Extraés of chamomal flowers 
of broom tops; a refinous extra& of bark and cafcarilla; aa 
aqueous extract of fena, are added. The ext. catharticum is 
improved, by adding the cardamom fecds, near the end of the 
jnfpiflation, in a fmaller quantity, and in fubflance: it is now 
extractum colocynthidis compofitum, 

The lift of expreffed oils is augmented by the caftor oil; 
that of effential oils by the anima} oil of Dippel ; {pirit of tur- 
pentine rectified by diftilling it from water ; reétified oil of 
amber, and the aromatic oil of Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, 
under the title of oleum vini. The omiflions are numerous? 
the college have rejected the oils of rhodium, wormwood, mars 
joram, rue, favine, chamomal flowers, dill and cummin feeds, 
as well as the aromatic oils, the oils of box, bricks, and cos 
paiba. | 

There are numerous changes in the falts; and we hall 
therefore give a concife and connected defcription of the arti- 
cles, as they appear in the new edition. The vitriolic atid is 
in the materia medica ; and its ftrength afcertained by its {pes 
cific gravity: from this acid the nitrous, muriatic, and acetous 
acids, are formed; and their refpective ftrengths are fixed in thé 
fame way. ‘The acetous acid is the radical vinegar diftilled 
from copper; and the common diftilled vinegar retains its 
place and name. The vitriolic.and the nitrous acid are diluted 
in different degrees in diftin& formule, Theother acids ure 
the falt of amber, with its oil, and the flowers of benjamin ? 
the lait are prepared ftill by fublimation, Of the alkalis there 
is prepared kali, natron, and ammonia; a folution of the mild 
and cauftic alkali, called the aqua kali, and aqua kali puri, 
the folid cauftic alkali (kali purum), and calx cumkali puro, 
viz. a faturated folution of the cauftic alkali with lime.—The 
{pirit of fal ammoniac is aqua ammoniz; that with quick 
lime, aqua ammoniz pure. The fpirit of hartfhorn is re- 
tained, and ftyled liquor volatilis cornu cervi; the falt and oil 
are diftinguifhed by their former names. 

The neatrals are the kali vitriolatum (fal polycreft); natron 
vitriolatam (cubic nitre); purified common nitre; kali acetatum 
(fal diureticus); aqua ammonia acetatz (fp. Mindereri); kali tar- 
tarizatum (tartarum folubile) ; natron tartarizatum (fal rupel- 
Jenfis) ; alumen purificatum, & uftum. Sea falt, Epfom falt, 
and common falt, are in the lift of materia medica. We have 
hitherto interfperfed neither. praife nor blame; but we may 
now be permitted to add, that the falts are called with itrict 
propriety, and are defcribed with great accuracy and neatnefs, 


This part at leaft of the work is feemingly carried to its highs 
eft pitch of improvement. 


Magnefia 
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Magnefia now appears for the firft time in an Englifh dif- 
penfatory ; its preparation, and the method of calcining it, 
are properly deicribed. Of the fulphureous preparations there 
are the flores fulphuris loti, as before; kali fulphuratum 
(hepar fulphuris); oleum et petroleum fulphuratum (balfamum 
fulphuris) ; and fulphur peceigingene, prepared from the kali 
fulphuratum. 

We mutt follow alfo the new edition in our account of the 
metallic preparations, and leave the comparifon to the reader, 
Our article would otherwife be too extenfive. The antimo- 
nium calcinatum is continued;.the crocus antimonii is im- 
proved, by adding to the deflagrated materials a little common 
falt. The antimonium muriatum is prepared with equal parts 
of the crocus and vitriolic acid; common falt is added, anda 
double eleftive attraction enfues. In this way the preparation 
formerly the caufticum antimoniale, feems to have additional 
portion of vital air, and to refemble, in this refpect, the cor- 
rofive fublimate. The preparation of the pulvis antimonialis 
we fhall tranfcribe: it feems intended to be employed inftead of 
James’s powder ; it agrees pretty nearly with the {pecification, 
except that He feparated the remaining phlogifton, by boiling 
in melted nitre, while the college direct it to be done by heat 
alone. 

‘ Pulvis Antimonialis.—R antimonii in pulverem craffum 
triti, cornu cervi rafi, fingulorum p. libras duas.—Mifce, et 
injice oll ferrez late2, ad rubedinem calefactz, & affidue agita, 
donec colore cinereo fuerint. Materiam refrigeratam in pul- 
verem tere, st crucibulo loricato immitte. Crucibulum aliud 
inverfum, cui parvum fit in fundo foramen, luto conjunge. 
¥Ignem fubminiitra, quem ad rubedinem fenfim auge, & ita 
auctum ferva per horas duas. Denique materiam frigefactam 
in pulverem fubtilifimum tere.’ 

The fulphur antimonii precipitatum is nearly the fame as 
the kermes mineral, and ordered to be prepared in a different 
manner from the former medicine under that title. The an- 
timonium tartarizatum is direéted to be prepared from the 
crocus, with an excefs of the cryftals of tartar, and to be 
cryftallized. The glafs of antimony (antimonium vitrifica- 
tum) is now added. 

The lunar cauftic is made with a greater proportion of aqua 
fortis, and is more properly called argentum nitratum. 

The flores martiales are prepared from iron filings, and call- 
ed ferrum ammoniacale.—The ferri rubigo is directed to be 
moiftened with water inftead of vinegar, in the operation of 
rufting. The ferrum tartarizatum is made by mixing filings 
of iron with twice the weight of cryftals of tartar, into a thick 


pafte, expofing it to the air for eight days, it is then to be 
dried 
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dried and powdered.—The ferrum vitriolatum is the fal mar- 
tis, fomewhat ftronger. 

Of the mercurials there is the hydrargyrus purificatas, by 
diftillation, and adding fome filings of iron in the retort.. The 
H. acetatus is the pulvis cinereus of the Edinburgh difpenfa= 
tory, though fomewhat more calcined, diffolved in the acetous 
acid, and cryftallized: this is probably the medicine of Keys 
fer. The H. calcinatus continues nearly as before. The H. 
cum creta confifts of three ounces of mercury, triturated with 
five ounces of chalk, and is intended to fupply the place of a 
-very old preparation, the mercurius alkalizatus, The hydrar- 
gyrus muriatus, the o/d corrofive fublimate is prepared in the 
following manner. 

* Hydrargyrus muriatus.—R hydrargyri purificati, acidi vi- 
triolici, fingulorum p. libras duas, falis muriatici fiecati p. 
Jibras tres cum femifle.—Mifce hydrargyrum cum acido in vafe 
vitreo, & coque in balneo arene donec materia exficcata fuerit. 
Materiam frigefactam mifce in vafe vitreo cum fale muriatico; 
tum in cucurbita vitrea fublima calore fenfim audto. Dein ma- 
teria fublimata a {coriis feparetur.’ 

Calomelas, formerly mercurius dulcis, remains; and Scheele’s 
calomel, the H. muriatus mitis is alfo added, The H. nitratus 
ruber, the old mercurius corrofivus ruber, is prepared by add- 
‘ing a {mall proportion of muriatic acid to the nitrous. The 
mercurius precipitatus albus is now calx H. muriati. Athiops 
mineral continues, to the difgrace both of chemiftry and me- 
dicine, under the name of H. cum fulphure. In the fattitious 
cinnabar, the H. fulphuratus ruber, there is a lefs proportion 
of fulphur, and, of courfe, fome chance that the medicine 
may not be wholly ufelefs. In the H, vitriolatus, the. old 
mercurius emeticus flavus, the mercury and acid, are in equal 
quantities. 

The faccharum faturni is ceruffa acetata; and a fubftitute 
for Goulard’s. preparation is formed by adding two pounds 
‘four ounces of litharge to a gallon of diftilled vinegar: this 
may be an ufeful application ; but it is not like that of Gou- 
lard. Stannum pulveratum continues with little alteration. 

Zincum calcinatum is preferred to the flowers; and the 
white vitriol is purified, by adding a little vitriolic acid, again 
diffolving and cryftallifing the falt. 

Of the diftilled waters retained, there are common water 
_diftilled.—Agqua agethi; aqua cinnamomi; aqua feenicoli 

(from the feeds); aq. menth. fativ. & piperit.; aq. pimento; 
pulegii, & rofe. They are ordered to be diftilled from the dry 


herbs. 
Among 
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Among the fpiritus diftillati we find alcohol ; {piritus atheris 
Vitriolici (fweet {pirit of vitriol or ether in embryo); ether vi« 
triolicus ;) f{piritus ztheris nitrofi (fweet fpirit of nitre) ; {piri- 

40s ammoniz (fweet fpirit of fal ammoniac); fp. ammoniz fo- 
- tidus 5 olim fp. volatilis feetidus ; fp. anifi compofitus; fpiritus 
carui ; cinnamomi ; juniperi compofitus ; Javendule ; menthe 
piperitidis; menthe iative; nucis mofchate; pimento; pu- 
lepii; raphani compofitus ; & rorifmarini. 

Fhe decoé. cornu cervi has a larger proportion of gum. 
grab. than: that preparation for which it is fubftituted, the 
decoc&. album. There is alfo the decoét. cort. Peruv.; helles 
dori, ulmi, et hordei ; ; decoét. pro fomento & pro enemate. 
The decoét. pectorale is now ftyled decoét. hordei compofitum. 
The -decott. farfaparillz is alfo attended by a dec. farf. com- 
pofit. a fubfitute for the Lifbon diet-drink. The mucilages 
are thofe of ftarch,; gum arabic, and of quince feeds. The 
infufom gentiane compofitum is the.old inf. amarum.—There 
is-a fimple infufion of fenna, and the old preparation, with 
“this ‘title, 1s called inf. fennz tartarizatum. The fimple limé- 
water only remains: the tin€tura rofarum is infufum rofx; 
and the acetum {cilliticum has one-twelfth of brandy. 

The vinum aloes is the old tin€tura facra.’ The antimonial 
wine is made with the glafs of antimony ; and the vinum an- 
timon. tartarizat. is a folution of that medicine in water, with 
four times as much wine. We hope the quantity directed will 
not be made in warm weather.— The vinum ferri is made 
with Spanifh white wine, inftead of Rhenifh, and’ without 
fpice. The vin. ipecacoanhe is prepared with the fame wine, 
without the orange peel. The vinum rhabarbari is kept from 
fermentation by a little fpirit: it is in other refpects un- 
changed. 

Tinétura aloes is fweetened with a liquorice, which takes 
off from the difagreeable tafte of the aloes.—The compound 
tinéture‘is the fame with the elixir aloes of the laft edition. 
Tintura affe foetidz, balfami Tolutani and balfami Peruviani 
are underftood ‘from their titles: they are made with rectified 
fpirit of wine. The’ tindtura benzoes compofita, is the old 
bdlfomum traumaticum. The tinfura ‘cinnamomi compofita 
is the. former-tinétura asomatica ; and the tin@tura cardamomi 
compofita is the old tin&tura ftomachical The other new 
tinGtures are tinét. cafcarille; columbe;- corticis aurantii ; 
Peruviani compofita (Huxham’s tinfture); galbani & fcillz. 
The othet altered titles are the tin&. ¢atechu (olim Japo- 
nica); ferri-muriati (martis in fpiritu falis) ; gentiane compo- 
fita (amara); guaiaci (guaiacina volatilis); hellebori nigri 
(melampodii) ; lavendule compofita (olim fp. lavendulz com- 

. pofitus); 
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‘pofitus); opi (vice tin. thebaica); opii camphorata (elixir 
_paregor.); fabinze compofit. (olim elixir myrrha compofit.) ;'a 
compound tin&. of rhubarb is added, feemingly with liule 
advantage. Tinétura antimonii, corticis Peruviani volatibis, 
fuliginis; forum .martialium, faturnina, veratri &  ftyptica, 
balfamum guaiacinum, elixir vitrioli acidum & dulce, - net 
occur in this new edition. 

The julepum € camphora is mixtura camphorata, with iche 
camphor previonfly rabted with a little fpirit of wines the ju- 
lepom é€ Creta is mixtura Cretacea. ‘The mixtura mofchata, 
Jac amygdalke, & ammoniaci, are fufficiently sunderltood by 
their names. The frit is confiderably increafed in ftrength, 
and the mofch, is fufpended by gum arabic. The emulfion has 
no gum, but more almonds. Hoffman’s anodyne lhquerseg- 
curs under the title of fpiritus ztheris vitriolici compofitus, 
and is compounded of a quart of {weet {pirit of vitriol to three 
drachms of the oleum vipi. In this form it is-{carcely fo active 
as in the Dijon receipt.” The {piritns ammoniz compofitus 4s 
the fpiritus volatilis aromaticus ; and the {piritas ammonie 
fuccinatus is the eau de luce. . Spiritus camphoratus: has ja 
double quantity of camphor. 

The only fyrups are fyrupus althee; caryophilli rubri; cor- 
ticis aurantii; croci; fucci limonis; papaveris albi &erratict ; 
rofe; {pine cervine; tolutanus; viele et ziaziberis. ‘Fhefe, 
in a pharmaceutical view, are too manv. 

Among the medicated honies are mel rofe & fcilla; oxy- 
mel zxruginis, with one-fifth only of the quantity of erugo 
which it had when it was ftyled mel A.gyptiacum; oxymel-col- 
chicum ; Scilla & fimplex. The two laft are unaltered: the 
firft is new. 

The pulvis hierz picre is now pulvis aloeticus. The puly. 
aloet. cum guaiaco is a very imperfe@ reprefentation of an ufe- 
ful, though ill-compounded medicine, the pil. aromat; and 
the p. a. cum ferro, is in the place of the pil. ecphradice. 
The pulvis aromaticus ftands for the fpecies aromatice; the 

-puly. ari compofit. for the pulv. fternutatorius, ‘The pulv€ creta 
compofitus, & cum opio, for the different bole powders ; -the 
pulvis ipecacuahhe compofitus for Dovar’s powder.. ‘The 
pulv. ¢ fcammonio compofitus is rendered more active > the 
pulv. é fenna compofitus has fewer aromatics. —The-pelv. € 
ceruffa; € chelis cancrérum compofitus ; contrayerve compo. 
fitus, ftill continue to difgrace a great work. The pulv. opia- 
tus is opiem joined with burnt harthorn, in the-proportion 
of one grain to ten, The puly. é fcammonic cum calomelane 
is an improvement of the old pulv. bafilicus, thougi the cream 
of tartar might have been continued, as the medicine was-in 
powder. 











272 Pharmacipaia Collegii Regalis Medicorum Londinenfis. 


powder. The ftarch and the liquorice crowded the pulv. é 
tragacantha comp. too much: they are now properly omitted. 

The lozenges are of little importance: the trochifci amyli 
are the former white lozenges; the T. glycyrrhize, the black 
ones, The T. €é nitro & fulphure remain. The T. é creta 
are the old tabelle cardialgice ; and T. € magnefia are now 
properly added, for the firit time. : 

Pillula ex aloe are formed of aloes, ext. of gentian, and 
fyrup of ginger: pil. ex aloe cam myrrha are the former pil. 
Rofi; the pil. é.gummi are the pil. gummofz ; and the pil. ex 
hydrargyro are the pil. mercariales. The pil. ex opio fuper- 
fede the pil. fapon; and the pil. ¢ fcilla are an improved form 
of the pil. fcillit. though rather too much crowded by the 

er. . : 

T he eleétaries are few: viz. elect. é caflia, € fcammonio, 
& @ fenna (olim eleét. lenitiv.) Why was not the elect. é bac- 
cis lauri continued? The college haye not ordered a more effi- 
cacious medicine in this: volume. “’The confeétio aromatica 
(cardiaca), and the conf. opiata (Philonium Londinenfe) ani- 
ply fupply the voluminous electaries of this kind in the former 
edition. 

Of the medicated waters, the aq. aluminis compofit. ftands 
». for the aq. aluminofa Bateana ; and the A. cupri ammoniati fér 
the aqua fappharina. The A. lithargyri acetati compofita is 
a diluted folution of the former water, with.a little proof {pi- 
rit. A. zinci vitriolati cum camphora, is made with the fpiri- 
tus camphoratus, inftead of the camphor in fubftance. 

All the infufions and decodtions in oil are juftly rejected. 
The plafters next follow. ‘The emplaftrum ammoniaci cum 
hydrargyro is only flightly altered in name. The emp. can- 
.tharidis is improved by adding hogs-lard inftead of vinegar. 
Empl. cerz is the former attrahens. The cummin plafter is 
unchanged ; the empl. ladani is the fame as the former empl.. 
ftomachicum. ‘The empl. lythargyri is much like “the old 
empl. € minio; the calx from which the name is detived is 
only altered. But the greateit change, in this department, is 
the fubftitation of the emp. lithargyri for the emp. commune, 
in. many following formul#, Thus we have the emp. lithat. 
-cum gummi, cum hydrargyro faponis, thuris, & cum rezina, 
in other refpects like the old formule, with fimilar titles. The 
.two laft are the empl. roborans & commune adhefivum. . The 
-empl, picis Burgundicz is the old cephalic plafter. 

The unguentum adipis fuille is the former unguent. fim- 
plex.—U. calcis hydrargyri alba was once U. é mercurio pra- 
cipitato. “The unguent ad veficatoria is now, more properly, 
made of a decoction of cantharides, with the empl. é cera. 
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The ung. cere is the former ung, ‘alb. "U. ceruffe acetate 
was once the faturninam, though it had then a lefs quantity 
of wax. The new U.‘elemi is rendered fofter by mixing 4 
httle oil with it.’ The white hellebore ointment is new, and, 
with the aid of a little effence of lemon, is no difagreeable 
remedy for a very difagreeable complaint. ‘The ftrong mer- 
yer: ointment is made with an equal quantity of the adeps 
& fevum, though in different proportions, without tie balf- 
falphuris.| ‘The°U. hydrargyri mitias as near the ftrength of 
the unguent, ceruleum mitius, as it contains one part of the 
trong ointment to’ two parts of hogs lard? The U. hydrargyrt 
nitrati has been long i in ufe under another name, . the citrinum, 
thoagh not in the Difpenfatory. Ung. picis is unchanged: The 
bafilicum, now the U. refine flav, ‘lofes the common tarpen- 
tine,’ with advantage. ~ U. Sambuci, fulphuris, & thtjx, are 
unaltered. U. fpermatis ceti is altered only in‘ name from ‘the 
linimentum album. '' The liniment: ammotiz:is ftronger than 
the linamentum volatile, which it difplaces;.and there’ is “a 
ftill ftronger liniment; diftinguithed by the additional “term 
fortis. ‘The linimentum faponis‘remains unchanged :“ the L 
camphoratum isan elegant and uféful'form, It has two ounces 
of ‘camphor, - fix of aq-‘ammoniz, and fixteen ‘of fimple fpitit 
of lavender, , 
The ceratum album, citrinum, & epuloti cum; remain under 
the new terms of C. fpermatis ceti, refine fave, & Va idis 
caliminaris. ‘There is a ceratum’ canthafridis,’ C. lythargpri 
acetati, which contains fome camphor, ‘and a very ufeful“pre- 
paration, well known in private praétice, ceratam’ faponis. 
With: the foap it contains a pretty large proportion of acetated 
htharge. 
«- The cataplafma cumini has a double proportion of the cim= 
min'feeds ; the cataplafma finapios Confiits of equal” parts of 
Auwer Of mullard and°cramb of bread, made intoits' proper 
form with vinegar. The coagulum slaminss’ ‘continaes un 
altered. * | : 
‘An Effay on the’ Method of Studying Natural Hi tory. By php. 
ard Kentifh,’ Mi'D. F. AS. habia? to the’ Sor Wat. 
Studioforum, at Edinburgh. “8vo. < Johnfén, 8 :0ds 9 


THERE: is ng little confufion in this ‘thy, It is faid to 

be, delivered in 1782; but the author, not only. tells the . 
members what happens in 1782, which they mutt be. fappofed . 
to know as well as himfelf; but, by a kind of prophecy, what 
happened 1 in 1783 and 1984. ‘In faét, he {peaks at-the fame 


rane of the origin of the Societys, and of 3 its improve ed ate : 
Vou. LXV. April, 1798, ie while 
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while a ftudent, in Edipburgh, ‘he regrets. that he did not make 
fufficient ufe of fir Jofeph Banks’s library in London. Though 
we cannot explain the facts, we perceive the fource of the er- 
rors to be, his having added to his oration fince its firft deli- 
very, and haying united the diferent parts very unfkilfully. 

The obferyations on the method of ftudying natural hiftory 
confift chiefly, of a lift of authors, many of which he feems not 
to have read. In mineralogy, he fpeaks of Romé de |’Ifle’s 
fyftem ; and the attempts of fome other cryftallographers ; ‘but 
omits the abbé Hany, the belt fupport of cryftallography, and 
overlooks, the propofal, and indeed the practice,of many natu- 
ral hiftorians, who fix the {pecific characters fiom the obvious 
propersiss He is not aware, that much real knowlege may 

erived from cryftallography, or of the many fads lately 

adduced for that. purpofe. His arguments again it are thofe 
only of Mr. Kirwan. , If he objeéts, that the fpeech was de- 
livered in 1782, we moft remark, that it was corre&ted and 
enlarged in 1787, 

On the phyfiology of plants, he is not. aware of the bef 
book on. the fubjeét, Du Hamel’s Phyfique des Arbres ; and on 
their application to the purpofes of medicine, he is ftrangely 
miftaken, in thinking that Murray’s Materia Medica—(Ma- 
teria Medica! Apparatus Medicaminum) is arranged accord- 
ing to the Linnzan fyfem. . The method is indeed botanical, 
but the orders are natural ones, of his own formation. He 
ought to have know, that, though this work is mot completed, 
fo far as it goes it is the belt and moft inftruGtivye fyftem 
that has ever appeared. . 

Of Buffon he fays, that the ‘ elegance of, his diétion, and 
the boldnefs of his thoughts, give an air of novelty and genius 
to his. work,’ Fhe tutor of natural hiftory might have learned, 
if he had read this author, that the novelty and genius were 
not femblances only: he might have found a greater number 
of real, well authenticated fats; more true information in 
Buffon’s work, than in an hoft of merely popular writers. We 
know his faults; but we revere his excellencies. | 
_ It. isa little furprifing that Dr. Kentith; who engages to 
inftruct, did not. know any thing of the fyitem of infects by 
Fabricius, On this fubject too, the only notice which he 
takes of Swammerdam is the obfervation that four hundred 
writers preceded him in the path of entomology. Perhaps he 
was not acguainted with the Biblia Nature, a work of fuch 
val extent of knowlege, fuch unwearied labour, and fo excel- 
lent in execution, as to raife the higheft admiration in even 
a fuperficial enquirer. 


On the’whole, in this work we find much that is generally 
known ; 
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known; little that is out of. the common tra&t. It is a re- 
fpeftable Effay for a ftudent; but it will not add credit to 


one farther advanced in the fcience. It would have been more 
prudent to have kept it from the public. 





4n Effay on Sea-Bathing, and the Internal Ufe of Sea-Water. 
By R. Kentifo, M.D. F.A.8. Edin. 8v0. 13. 6d. Morray. 


DE: Kentith has tried fome experiments on bathing ; bat, 
from that fource we cannot perceive that he has greatly 
improved our acquaintance with the remedy. His fecond expe- 
riment we can, however, confirm from éur owii trials; andj 
from them too, we can contradi& one of his rémarks, that 
the glow never comes on in the parts of the body imitherfed in 
the water. We have felt it a thoufand times, particularly in 
the fea. His recommending weak people to’ bathe in the fores 
noon rather than in the morning, and to take fome cordial 
to aflift the glow, when it does not come on, are alfo well 
founded. In general, however, his dire€tions: are not pro- 
perly difcriminated: the falutary leffons are mixed with many 
érrors; and, while this book will, in no inftance, fuperfede 
the dieBions of the practitioner, it will add little to any prac- 
titioner’s knowlege. 
' The mifchief is greatly incréafed by the Synopfis, and the 
very fhort infufficient remarks ‘added to it. How can any 
perfon not acquainted with difeafes, diftinguifh between’ active 
and paffive hemorrhages? And, finct he has remarked the fe2 
dative power, from remaining in the bath, why did hé not 
rather difcriminate the management peculiar to each kind of 
hemorrhage? Elephantiafis, giddinefs, melancholy, jaundice, 
he&tic, fyphilis, hiccough, low fevers, and the conflyent fmall- 
pox, appear among the difeafes for which ‘ cold bathing is an 
approved remedy,’ without a fingle remark. ~ This undiftin- 
guifhing recommendation is highly pernicious. ‘We know 
that, in peculiar ftages, and with cautious management, it 
has been ufed in moft of thefe cafes; but does the author 
really think it adapted for melancholy, jaundice, or elephan- 
tiafis? Will it remove a gall-ftone? Will it corré& the 
preternatural torpidity ? or deftroy thofe ill-formed tubercles, 
which charaélerife the true elephantiafis ? As the author writes 
for the people, we cannot help eagerly cautioning our readers 
to diftruft this very inaccurate lift of difeafes, and thofe very 
undifcriminated recommendations, 

The ufe of bathing in heftic we have not nia eenied it 
is a fpeculation which requires caution and attention. In this 
work too, it is conneéted with doctrines which we think high+ 
ly dangerous, viz. the ufe of full diet and tonics, under which 
=o head 
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head we obferve that wine occurs. We have feen inftances of 
this pradlices: bat they have been fatal ones, and we hall re- 
ferve a full difcufiion of this feemingly deftruétive tenet. till 
the author’s work on phthifis appears, It wiil then receive, 
the ftricteft examination. 

He feemis to mifreprefent the general practice of phyficians, 
who prepare their patients for the cold bath, by bleeding and 
depletion. Jn cafes of general..weaknefs, it would be uns 
doubtedly wrong. It is probable, however, from his remarks, 
that he has.never feen confiderable plethora with weak veflels ; 
that he has never obit:ved fymptoms of debility arifing from, 
or attended with, a great fulnefs of the circulatory fyftem. If 
he was to meet with fuch a cafe, and employ the cold bath, 
without previous evacuations, fome internal hemorrhage would 
probably be. the confequence; if he fhould direct bark and 
full living, he would augment the difeafe. There is little 
doubt but that, when he has-practifed fome time, many fuch 
-will.occur: to his future experience, therefore, we may fafely 
leave him. 





The Rural Economy of Norfolk: comprifing the Management of 
Landed Eftates, and the prefent Pra&ice of Hufbandry in that 
County. By Mr. Mar/hall. 2 ols. 8vo. 125. in Boards. Cadell. 
R. Marfhall is not unknown to the public, or to our rea- 
ders: in our XLVIIth Maigine, p- 18,. we gave an ac- 
count of his firft work, entitled, « Minutes of Agriculture,’ 
and we found him enterprifing and attentive, affectedly fin- 
gular, and whimfically eccentric. His fecond appearance was 
in our XLVIIIth Volume, p. 444. where we gave an account 
of his ‘ Experiments and Obfervations cogcerning Agriculture 
and the Weather.’ He feemed improved in that fhort inter- 
val, and we are happy to find that his improvement has been 
progreilive. . 

In thefe volumes he explains.the rural economy of, Norfolk ; 
but as we exprefled fome apprehenfions that he might beso 
a theorefical book-maker, from a practical farmer, it is-necef- 
fary to clear: his charaéier from every fufpicion... He fonad 
the inutility and fallacy, he tells us, of ‘ tranfient views ; 
and, at the fame time, thought that faithful regilters of the 
practice, in well cultivated diffricts, might be extremely ufe- 
ful. For this purpofe, he seoftrted a very excellent plan to 
the Socicty for the Improvement of Arts, &c. in 17805 and 
as he had endeavoured to acquire agricultural knowlege fytte- 
matically, from ‘ felf-pradtice,’. he propofed to.extend his ob- 
fervations to the praétice of others, In reality, he purpofed 
fo refide in fome county where agriculture was ftudied with 
precifion 
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precifion and care, at leaft'twelve months; to confine his ob- 
fervations to cattle, the dairy, and the management of graz- 
ing; after which he intended to purfue his enquiries in arable 
diftriéts. ‘The plan was not adapted to the Society’s views ; 
fo that, while they offered every afliflance which their library 
or their models could afford, they declined engaging in.it more. 
particularly. At this time, he was offered the.agency, of fir 
Harbord Harbord’s eftate in Norfolk. . This. was well enough 
{uited to his defigns ; and the volumes before us are the refult 
of his enquiries in that county. We find, that he has fince 
been in Yorkfhire with the fame purpofe, and we are in daily 
expectation of his:obfervations on the fyftem of hutbandry pe- 
culiar to that part of the kingdom. 

The firft part of his work contains a general defcription of 
that part of Norfolk in which his obfervations were made, and 
their agricultural fyftem: it relates to diltricts, eftates, farms, 
foils, manures, farmers, workmen, horfes, implements, and 
taxes. The part of the county where the pure Norfolk huf- 
bandry may be found unaltered, is the eaftern diftrit, We 
fhall extract a general account. of the foil. 


‘A fingalar uniformity of foil prevails throughout this coun- 
try: there is not, perhaps, an acre in it which does not come 
under the idea of a fundy loam. 

‘ Its quality, however, varies widely, both as to texture and 
productivenefs. The northern part of the diftri& abounds with 
barren heaths and unfertile inclofures; while the fouthern 
hundreds are principally covered with a richer, deeper, highly 
productive foil. | 

‘The foil, in general, however, may be termed thallow ; 
perhaps fix, perhaps five inches may be taken as the medium depth. 

‘ Immediately under the cultivated foil, a hard crufi—pro- 
vincially 4*the pan”’—occurs univerfally ; and under this fub. 
ftrata of various qualities, an unfathomable ocean of fand may 
be confidered as the prevailing fubflratum. In fome places a 
hungry gravel, but more frequently an abforbent. brick-earth, 
as the ammediate. /ub.foil. arl fometimes rifes to near the 
furface, but feldom fo high as the pan,’ , 

The pan, our author thinks, is produced by the preffure of 
the broad flat fhare of the Norfolk plow: to break it may. be 
injurious, fince it becomes a receptacle of the feeds of weeds, 
and is a defence againft the bibulous fand below, which would 
abforb the water. .From‘genera] confiderations of the foil, and 
natural hiftory of that part of the kingdom, we are entirely of 
the fame opinjon. ‘The great Norfolk manure js marl, and 
Mr..Marfhall gives a very good;account of the different kinds 
of marl. Let.us fele& a fhort paflage, where his whimfical 
funguage is flrongly and pojntedly exprefliye. , 
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‘ The natural fituation of the white marls of this difri& is 
“fingular: they do not lie in ftrata, as foffils in general do ;— 
nor in a continuation of rock, Jike chalk and limeftone ; but 
in diftinét maffes, of different figures and magnitudes, rifing 
with irregular heads toward the furface, and finking to, per- 
haps, ten, perha 4% twenty feet deep, and fometimes to a depth 
unfathomed, the abyfs of fand, in which they lie buried, 
— be rendered tranfparent, thefe clouds of mar} would,- I 
hend, be feen fcattered under the furface of this country, 
in refemblance of the clouds of vapour, which we frequently, 
. mm fummer, fee fufpended in the atmofphere.’ 

\ Marl is well known'to be a calcareous earth, with different 
proportions of clay and fand.—The different marls of Norfolk 
are analyfed in this part of the work, with fufficient accuracy, 
An account is given of the other manures, particularly the 
fea-{and, ufed in Yarmouth for littering the horfes, which is 
confequently impregnated with the different excrementitious 
fluids, The horfes are thofe of the heavier black Lincolnfhire 
breed : the old aétive, though {maller race, is almof exting&, 

The general management of eftates, in Norfolk, is: ex- 
plained under the heads of tenancy, term rents, covenants, 
time of receiving rents, and heads of a leafe. Thefe particu- 
Jars we cannot abridge ; and, indeed, the work before us is fo 
mifcellaneous, that we can do little more than tranfcribe the 
fubjeéts of the author’s attention, and occafionally extract any 

affage that may appear interefting. He next: explains con- 
ftruétion of the buildings, and the materials, the forms of gates 
and fences, and of live hedges. He treats alfo of inclofures, 
planting, the general management of timber, and pretty ex- 
tenfively of the general management of farms, that is, of the 
feveral crops, and the ufe to which the different products may 
be applied. Previous, however, to this difcuffion, he exa- 
mines their praétice of laying out, fucceflion, {oil procefs, ma- 
ture, feed, vegetating and harveft procefs, farm-yard manage- 
mént, and markets, The laying out farms, and proportion- 
ing their fields tc the fize of the farm, is a great object of the 
Norfolk hufbandman, and is generally judicioufly executed. 
In moft of the other parts of this fubjeé& he is equally a pro- 
' ficient. In the foil procefs, in particular, they excel; and 
their management is diftinGly detailed. Broad-caft. is almoft 
aniverfally preyalent. 

Mr. Marfhall then informs us of the Norfolk management 
refpeQing wheat, barley, oats, peafe, vetches, buck, turnips, 
cultivated and ‘natural graffes, cattle, fheep, rabbits, fwine, 
poultry, decoys, and bees. ‘The article of cattle is very ex- 
tenfive, and the obferyations are judicicus: we fhall extra& 
what relates to decoys, as little known, and more generally 
Safertaining. ‘ The 
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‘¢ The leading principles of a decoy are thefe. The wild-duck 
is a very fhy bird, and delights in retirement. ‘The firft ftep, 
therefore, is to endeavour to make the given water a peacefub 
afylum, by fuffering the ducks to reft on it undifturbed. The 
fame love of concealment leads them. to be partial to: waters 
whofe margins abound with underwood and aquatic. plants 
hence, if the given water isnot already fnrnifhed with thefe appene 
dages, they muft be provided ; for it is not retirement, alone, 
which leads them into thefe receffes, but a fearch after food, 
alfo. . 
‘ Neverthelefs, at certain times of the day, when wild fowl 
are off their feed, they are equally delighted with a fmooth, 
grafly margin, to adjuft and oil their plumage upon. On the 
clofe-paftured margins of large waters trequented by wild- fowl,’ 
hundreds may be feen amufing themfelves in this way: and, 
perhaps, nothing draws them fooner to a water than a convent- 
ency of this kind :—hence it becomes effentially neceflary to fuc- 
cefs to provide a grafly, fhelving, {mooth-fhaven bank at the 
mouth of the pipe, in order to draw the fowl, not only to the 
water at large, but to the defired part of it. 

‘ Having, by thefe means, allured them to the mouth of the 
pipe, or canal, leading from the water to a tunnel net, fixed at 
the head of it; but hid from the fight, among trees and aquatic 
plants ;—the difficulties now remaining are thofe of getting them 
off the bank into the water, without taking wing; and of lead- 
ing them up-the pipe to the fnare which 1s fat for them. 

‘ To get them off the bank into the water, a dog (the more 
he is like a fox the better) fteals from behind a fkreen of reeds, 
which is placed by the fide of the pipe to hidé the decdyman, as’ 
well as his dog, until the fignal be given. On feeing the dog, 
the ducks rufh into the water; where the wild-fowl confider’ 
themfelves as fafe from the enemy which had aflailed them. 

* But among the wild-fowl, a parcel (perhaps, eight or ten): 
of decoy-ducks have mixed, and were, probably, inftrumental’ 
in bringing them, with greater confidence, on to the bank. As 
foon as thefe are in the water, they make for the pipe; at the 
head of which they have been conftanily fed; and in which they, 
have always found an afvlum from the dog. The wild-ducks, 
follow ; while the dog keeps driving behind; and, by that 
means, takes off their attention from the trap they are entering, 

¢ As foon as the decoyman, who is all the while obferving. 
the operation through peep-holes in the reed-fkreen, fees the ens 
tire fhoal under a canopy, net, which covers and. inclofes the 
upper part of the pipe, he fhews himlelf; when the wild-fowb 
inftantly take wing ; 2 their wings meeting with an imprevi- 
ous net, inftead of a natural canopy: formed of reeds and bull- 
rufhes, they fatl again into the water, and, being afraid to re- 
cede; the man. being clofe behind them, pufh forward into the 


tail of the tunnel-net which terminates the pipe.’ 
¥ T 4 The 
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The fir volume is concluded by a lift of rates and propor- 
tions ; or rather, the prices of different labourers, and the 
quantity of materials for a given work. 

Jn this volame, various references are made to ‘ minutes,’ 

or ‘thofe detached obfervations which are feparate and diitin& 
from any general fyftematic plan; andthe minutes are recorded 
in the fecond volume. They are a collection of very valuable 
fa€ts, related familiarly, and, we believe, faithfully. A lift 
of provincialifms, a very iecefiaty work, concludes the volume. 

_If the former part of ;the work would not admit of abridg- 
ment, thefe ifolated fatts are flill lefs capable of being fhorten- 
ed. ‘The naivete, the clearnefs, and the good fenfe which 
thefe minutes difplay, have rendered taem.to us fingularly en- 
tersaining and inftruétive. The management of the dairy is 
related more at length, and with much care. It is, however, 
a Norfolk diary, and the produéts are not of the beft kind. 
In fhort, Mr. Marthall’s minutenefs and fingularity gives an 
interefting appearance even to his dealings with the miller at 
Waltham fair, or his relation of the manner in which a bul- 


lock eats turnips. We fhall fele€& only one fact, and we think 
it an important one, 


‘In finking a well near Gunton-Houfe, the workmen it 
feems traced the tap-root of an oak, through an uniformly 
white fand, to the depth, I think, of twenty feet. The tree 
was neverthelefs uncommonly healthy and beautiful. 

* This thews that a ttrong foil-is not neceffary to the produc- 
tion of fine oaks, 

‘There might, however, be one circumftance favourable to 
thisoak, The ftratum which it grew in might be impregnated 
with the drainage of the houfe and offices; for of fo abforbent 
a nature is this ‘bettomiefs bed of fand, that it drinks up the 
whole drip of the heufe, together with the overflowings, and 
waile water, and filth of every denomination.’ 

On the whole, our author has executed his tafk very weil ; 


and we fhall; with great pleafure, accompany him in his fu- 
ture obfervations in Yorkthire *. 
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Reagical Observations on dns. illuftrated with Cafes. By 
B. Wilmer.  jzmo 1s. Gad. Longman. 


R. Wilmer’s knowlege and experience render him, in 

many paths, an eligible guide: on the fubjeét of herniz 

he has already inftructed us. Thefe Obfervations are the refult 

of a careful attention and extenfive practice ; and, we have lit- 
tle doubt but that they will be received with proper refpect, 


- 





* Thefe Obferyatipns are, we find, fince publifhed. — 
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Underwood's Surgical Trams. 281. 
_» He enforces the obfervations of fome of the béft chirurpical 
authors, on the ftricture of the upper part’ of the fac, which 
is often an impediment to the reduction, after the ring of the 
muicles is dilated or divided; and he diftinguithes, with great 
care,. between the hernia congenita and ‘the hydrocele.  Dif- 
ferent cafes are alfo added to illuftrate the ufe of cold applica- 
tions ; the coldeft, and therefore the beit, is, in our author’s 
opinion, a faturated folution of fal ammoniac in the coldett: 
water, ufed during folution. 

His obfervations on bleeding: in herniz have not entirely 
correfponded with. our experience. We have often feen the’ » 
pulfe, in cafes of rupturé, fullers ftronger, and quicker. If 
he means to condemn the copious and indifcriminate bleedings, 
often practifed, we entirely agree with him; but we have 
ufually thought it expedient to take away fome blood from a 
found healthy man, if he laboured under a recent hernia, with 
much pain ; ; efpecially if the ftrain which brought it on oc 
curred in the moments.of mirth and jollity, and confequently’ 
when a little intoxication may be fufpected. .Perhaps-our au- 
thor may not differ from us: the cafes feem to fay. that he does 
not; but he will then allow us to obferve, that his condem- 
nation of bleeding is too general. 

The ufe of blifters in:ileus we do not attribute to the ab- 
forption of the cantharides, becaufe their utility.appears ‘too’ 
{fuddenly, to admit of this opinion; and we cannot therefore’ 
agree with Mr. Wilmer, in thinking a blifter to the abdomen 
would be of fervice in hernix; or that the more quick a@tion 
of the flies, in the methods fuggefted,; wouldsbe falutary. The’ 
acrid purgatives are, we know, alone fuccefsful ; and, though’ 
it may appear improper, in many views, we fufpect, that-to 
quiet the inverted periftaltic motion previoufly, with opiates,’ 
might in the end. facilitate the aétion of the laxative. But 
this is fufpicion only, not fanétified by experience, and mut» 
therefore be received with caution. 





a 


Surgical Tra&s, containing a Treatife upon Ulcers of the Legs, 
‘Sc. Second Edition. ‘To which até now added, Obfervations 
on the more commen DifWtders of the Eye, and on Gangrene. By 
Michacl Underwood, M.D. 8vo0.. 5s. “Mathews. 


) E examined Dr. Underwood’s..Txeatife upon Ulcers. of 
the Legs, the Hints on the Method of Treating Scro-: 
phulous ‘Tumors, and the management,of the Mammary Ab- 
icef{s and Sore Nipples, in our LVIth Volume, p. 156. On 
“his peculiar method we were cautious of deciding, without ex- 
perience ; 
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282 Underwood's Surgical Trafs. 
perience; bat we immediately began a feries of experiments, 
and took occafion, fome time after, fhortly to mention the pro- 
grefs of the trials. ‘It was favourable, on the whole, to Dr. 
Underwood’s plan; but the amendment was not fo rapid, and’ 
we can now add, that the cure was not fo certain as we. ex- 
peéted. The ftate of many old ulcers has, however, been 
much amended by it; the.inflammation and pain leffened ; 
and, in fome inftances, where the plan feemed fuccefsful, and 
we thought it might be fafely done, they have been healed. 
We: continue to practife.it; and we think it a very valuable 
improvement: to the former treatifes there is very little addi- 
tion on this fecond appearance. 

The tract on the Inflammation of the Eye is now firft ped. 
lifhed ; and contains many facts, which, if not wholly new, 
are of importance. Dr. Underwood flrongly recommends an 
attention to the diftinGiion between the active and the atonic 
inflammation, But he allows that in practice it is not’ 
eafily made: where the pain or the fever be not confiderable, 
it may, we think, be fafely treated as atonic. Pain from irri- 
tability. only, or rather a complaint of the eyes, in a very 
irritable conftitution, he attacks.with the vapour of the fpiri- 
tus volatilis aromaticus in boiling water, directed to the eye 
by a funnel; two drachms of the {pirit are added to two ounces 
of the water. Where there is fome degree of atonic ophthal- 
my, he advifes the folid collyria, in the form of ointments, 
inftead of the fluid ones; and thinks that fir Hans Sloane’s 
ointment is chiefly ferviceable from the ftimulus of the pow- 
ders, He recommends, in fome cafes; even the extr-<t. fa- 
turni; in others, the unguent. citrinum, either with or without 
cerate. We have come very near this pratice, by combining 
the mercurial ointment with the unguentum faturninum, and 
applying it with a camel-hair pencil every night, between the 
eye-lids. We have afed this application many years, with 
good fuccefs, in atonic ophthalmyy and in the pforophthalmy. 
Specks in the cornea are, he thinks, fuccefsfully deltroyed by 
a few drops of the aqua fappharina. The effufion of blood in 
the aqueous humour we have not feen but in confequence of 
violent Elows: Dr. Underwood mentions it as a vicarious dif+ 
charge, or as a fpecies of inflammation, from an internal 
caufe. 

The ftritures on gangrene coptain fome very proper diftinc- 
tions between that kind of the difesfe from atony, and that 
which proceeds from: inflammation. ‘In the ‘atonic kind, he 
recommends the blue-vitriol, of which ‘one-eighth of a grain 
is given, four'or fix times aday, in a’ fpoonful of {pirituous 
‘cinnamon-water: it is not, indeed, recommended as an = 
veria 
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verfal remedy, but as often. ufeful, even when bark and opium 
have failed. In the gangrene, from wounds of the hand, ia 
diffe@tion, he recommends wine and bark. But we think the 
wine fhould be in moderate dofes, and the bark.in large ones. 
In this way we have feen two cafes, which appeared at fir 
very threatening, fuccefsfully treated. The external remedies 
afford nothing new; their application is direfted, by attend. 
ing to the original diftinction refpecting the caufe of the difeafe. 
We cannot leave this edition, without again exprefling our ap~ 
probation of Mr. Underwood’s plan, and the general execution 
of his work. 
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Memoirs of Great Britain and Freland, from the Batth off La 
Hogue till the Capture of the French and Spanifh Fleets at Vigo, 
By Sir Fobn Dalrymple, Bart. V ol. I]. 128. in Boards. Cadell, 


F the firft volume of fir John Dalrymple’s Memoirs, which 
commenced at a very important period of Britifh hiftory, 
an account was given in our Review for May, 1771. In the 
preface to that volume, the author informed the public, that 
the work was undertaken by the advice of the late sight ho- 
nourable Charles Yorke, who advifed him not to truft to 
printed books for materials, but to procure accefs to original 
papers, Sir John accordingly exerted himfelf in procuring 
ufeful manufcripts in England, Scotland, and France. We 
regretted, however, that the work fhould not have been en- 
riched with the evidence of thofe family-memoirs in London, 
of great authority, which the author was anxious to have feen; 
and we yet with that he would condefcend to the neceflary 
train of folicitation for that purpofe. 

Befides the authority of original papers, fir John Dalrymple 
adopted feveral anecdotes tran{mitted by oral tradition, which 
he. confidered as of fufficient authenticity when generally cur, 
rent, and relative to a period fo late and interefting as that 
which was the fubject of the Memoirs. We have already given 
our opinion of the latitude within which tradional evidence 
may be fafely admitted in the compofing of hiftory ; and we 
have no reafon to impeach the credibility of any of the oral 
documents adduced by fir John Dalrymple in fupport of his 
narrative. 

In April 1773, we gave an account of the fecond volume 
of thefe Memoirs, which, according to the numeration ufed 
by the author in the volume now before us, muit be confidered 
as a part of the former, The authorities upon which. it was 
fonnded were drawn from the moft fecret fources of informa- 
tion, the Depot des Affaires Etrangers, to which, after great 

exertion 
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exertion of intéreft, and fome journies to Paris, fir John Dal- 

rymple procured accefs by a ‘particular ordér ef the Frénch 

court. This was a facred repofitory, into which no Britifh 

fabje&t had ever before been “admitted ; and the refult was, 

that he difeovered, particularly-among the difpatches of Ba-- 
rillon; the French ambaffador at the Britifh court, fuch fcenes 

of political intrigue, and unexampled corruption, as not only 

excited his own aftonifhment, but almoft rendered men totally 

sncredulous to the authenticity of the documents which he pro- — 
duced. «lt appeared that Charles the Second was a penfioner 
of France, that his minifters likewife were bribed, with the 
privacy of their fovereign, and that even the name of Algernon 
Sidney was enrolled in the lift of parliamentary proftitutes. 
In the number of thofe whofe minds revolted at the idea of 
fuch general venality, were fome who fo far tranfgrefled the 
limits.of liberality and candour, as to entertain fufpicions in- 
jurious'to the fidelity of the hiftorian. For our own part, we 
regarded his perfonal veracity as inviolable ; but we fuggefted 
a poflibility of falfehood in the difpatches of Barillon, who 
having the difcretionary expenditure of large fums, for the 
purpofe of bribing the court and parliament of England, 

might tmpofe upon his mafter, by retaining in his own hands 
the money which he faid he had diftributed among certain 
members of the legiffaturé. 

-* In the preface to the volume now under confideration, fir 
John Dalrymple acknowleges that the injurious fufpicions 
above mentioned, joined to the uneafinefs which he found his 
difcoveries had created in families with which hé lived in 
friendthip, difcouraged him from. the profecution of his Me- 
moirs ; he therefore refolved to leave the reft of his papers with 
his family, to publith, or not, as they fhould think fit, after his 
death’; and fome parts of them, which, he had given in print 
to his ‘fiends for their opinion, he fupprefied. Whatever in- 
dulgence may be due to the particular circumftances of fir John 
Dalrymple? s connections, we cannot but exprefs our difappro- 
bation ‘of admitting fo incongruous a principle into hiftorical 
narrative. Itis the prerogative of a hiftorian to relate the 
actions ‘and characters of ‘men with truth, for the information 
of pofterity.-' Ne “guid -falf i dicere audeat, ne quid veri non 
audeat, fhould be the maxim of every fuch writer ; nor can it 
ever-be violated without facrificing the moft important and 
ufeful purpofes of hittory. 

We regret the more the referve adopted by fit John Dal- 


rymple, as ‘there is much reafon to imagine, that among the 
original papers tq which he had accels, there were fuch docu- 


ments: bal ‘polrtical tranfa@ions® anid intrigue, as nruft have 
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thrown 
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thrown great light on the »period ‘of /hiftory which’ forms the 
fubject of the prefent volume; ‘and’ have given it'a degree of: 
intereft impoflible to be inftilled inté any recital, however well 
compofed, that is founded upon authorities already fubimitted 
to the public. Our regret on this account is farther increafed,. 
when we-confider the abilities of this writer, who was qualified 
to appky, with judgment and, energy, the important difcove- 
ries, for fuch we fhall fuppofe them, which he ba’ obtained. 
in the courfe.of his refearch. In.a word, we.cannot eafily he 
reconciled to the fuppreflion of hiftorical truth, the regard. for 
which ought, in our opinion, to fuperfede every private con- 
fideration ; and we muft again exprefs a defire that, on fome 
future occafion, fir John Dalrymple will fayour. the public 
with thofe fecret vouchers, which a blameable, however ami- 
able, delicacy has hitherto.induced him to with-hold. Nor are 
we entirely without hope, that to perform a fervice, of fuch 
importance to hiftory, is yet the intention of the,author. . To: 
thofe who may be inclined to wish the contrary, we would 
fuggeft the reflection, that the virtuous.can feel no juaft.re- 
proach for the demerits of their anceftors ;.and to behold the 
difapprobation, though poffhumous, which follows political 
depravity, is one of the ftrongett incitements to rectitude. 

This volume commences at’ the year 1692,:with a review 
of the war on the continent; the war of the fea, and the mi- 
niftry. The treachery of the great in England is afierwards 
briefly mentioned in the following terms: 

‘ The evidence of lord Sundesjand’s treachery. (for the evi- 
dence of {uch extraordinary faéts Should be referréd to) is to be 
found in a letter from the ear] of Arran, his fonrin-law, to king 
‘James; the treachery of Godolphin, in captain Lloyd’s report 
of his negociations in England to king James; and of lord 
Marlborough, in his letter to king James, and general Sack- 
field’s letter inclofing it to. Jord Mellfort; all lately publithed 
by Mr. M‘Pherfon. The originals. of the two Jaf letters are 
not in exiltence in the Scots college at Paris, where the other 
two papers are. But the copies were found among the. other, 
official papers of Nairne, under-fecretary of flate to lord~Mell- 
fort, and_one of them has an. interlineation in. Lord Mellfort’s 
hand-writing. And, in king James’s memoirs, I have-feen a 
memorandum jo his own hand. writing, that Lord: Churchill 
had, on the 4th of May, given him intormation of the defign 
upon Breit. 7 was told. by the late principal Gordon, of the 
Scots college at Paris, that, during the hoftilities between the 
duke of Marlborough and lord Oxford, near the end of the 
gueen’s reign, lord Oxford, who had got intelligence of the. 
duke’s letter, and pretended, at that time, to be in the interefts 
of the exiled-family, applied for, and got an order for the oris 
ginal; ; and that his making thre duke. know that hisife as 
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his hands, was the caufe of the duke’s going into a voluntary 
exile to, Bruffels in the year 1712: and, indeed, fo extraordi- 
mary a ftep as that exile, muft have had an extraordinary caufe. 
It is known too from the hiftory of the times, that there was a 

ivate meeting between the duke and lord Oxford, at Mr. 

omas Harley’s houfe, to which the. duke came by a back 
door, immediately after which he left England. I have alfo 
heard from the late archbifhop of York, grandfon to the earl 
of Oxford, that he had been informed, that the duchefs of 
Marlborough, after the death of thofe two perfons, had con- 
trived to get the letter from lord Oxford’s papers, and deftroyed 
it.’ 

The tranfaétions relative. to the Darien company are inti- 
mately blended with the hiftorical events of this reign. Sir 
John Dalrymple obferves, it has been made a queftion, whe- 
ther William behaved with his ordinary fincerity and fteadinefs 
m the affarances of favour which he gave more than once to 
the company during their diftreffés. 


* The following anecdote,’ fays he, * makes it probable, 
that there was a ftruggle in his breaft between the part which 
he was obliged to act to pleafe his Englifh and Dutch at the 
expence of his Scots fubjeéts, and his own feelings. A pro- 
‘how thip of the firft colony, in which were thirty gentle- 
men paflengers, and fome of them of noble birth, having 
been thipwrecked at Carthagena, the Spaniards believing, or, 

retending to believe, that they were {mugglers, caft them 
into a dungeon, and threatened them with death. The com- 

any deputed lord Bafil Hamilton from Scotland, to implore 
Bing William’s protection for the prifoners. The king, 
at firft, refufed to fee him, becaufe he ‘had not appeared at 
court when he was laft in London. But when that difficulty 
was removed by explanation, an expfeffion fell from the king, 
which fhowed his fenfe of the generous conduct of another, al- 
though influenced by the Englifh and Dutch Eaft India compa- 
nies, he could not refolve to imitate it in his own. For lord 
Bafil’s audience having been put off from time to timé, but,’ 
at laft, fixed to be in the council-chamber after a council was 
over, the king, who had forgot the appointment, was paffin 
into another room, when lord Bafil placed himfelf in the pal 
fage, and faid, ‘* That he came commiflioned by a great body 
of" his majefty’s fubjects to lay their misfortunes at his feet, that 
he had right to be heard, and would be heard :” The king re- 
turned, liftened with patience, gave inftant orders to apply to 
Spain for redrefs, and then turning to thofe near him, faid, 
‘* This young man is too bold, if any man can be too bold in 
his country’s caufe.” I had this anecdote from the prefent earl 
of Selkirk, grandfon to lord Bafil.’ 


The character of William having been varioufly reprefented, 
by hiftorians, we fhall lay before our readers the short account 
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of itas drawn by fir John Dalrymple; who, notwithRanding 
a latent predileétion for that monarch, appears to delineate 
him with fidelity. ee 


f ) 
‘ The portrait of king William is eafily drawn, becaufe’ it 
confifts of three broad lines, fimplicity, utility, and jaf we 
of character; three qualities that compofe the character of Sos 
crates, which whoever follows, will pafs with fuccefs and henour 
through private lifes. But it is a portrait that fhould be much 
more {tudied, examined and imitated by men in public life, 
and above all by Britith princes ; for in proportion as thefe laft 
fhall imitate king William, in the expanfion of his mind to the 
love of religious toleration, that faireft flower of cultivated hu- 
manity ; in his opennefs and fincerity to his fubjects, in public 
and in private, his mercy to his enemies, his temper to his 
oppofers, and the warmth, fteadinefs, and even partiality of his 
private friendfhips ; in-his fortitude againft: misfortune, mode- 
ration during profperity, and readinefs to take advantage of 
accident, and yet to give way to it; in his application to pube 
lic bufinefs, without pretending fingly to direct what can be 
done with difficulty, even by numbets ; in his yielding to par- 
ties in a country full of party, in order to recover them, inftead 
of combating, and phetghy lofing them for.ever; in.his fcorn- 
ing to court popularity by his manners, when confcious that he 
could make it follow him by his actions; in his employing mea 
of talents in his fervice wherever he could find them, even when 
he liked neither their perfons nor their principles; and éven in 
his love of hunting, wine and good fellowfhip with his felec& 
friends, they will be glorious and happy. And, on the other 
hand, in proportion as they fhall imitate the crooked politics 
of the firft and third prince, or the violent politics of the fecond 
and fourth prince of the Stuart race, or the felfifh and unfeels 
ing indifference too common to thofe who are elevated above 
the reft of human kind, their reigns will be inglorious to them, 
and to their peopie unhappy.’ ist 
While fir John Dalrymple has denied us the pleafure of any 
tiew information in the hiftorical part of the work, ‘he has in 
fome degree compenfated this defe&t, by political reflections, 
which, in general, are juft, and difcover philofophical obferv- 
ation. But what conftitutes the principal merit of this vo- 
lume, is the interefting articles in the Notes and the Appendix, 
which have been profeffedly written with the view of pointing 
out the moft vulnerable.parts in the French and Spanifh mo- 
harchies, that Britain might avail herfelf of them, had the 
- war which feemed lately. onthe point of breaking forth beet 
actually kindled. | 
The firft that occurs relates to a military expedition, pro- 
pofed by the field marfhal earl of Stair, who thought that 
the thorteft and fafeit way to conduct a French war, was by 
: , : marching 
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marching direétly. to Paris. This plan he is faid to have urged 
on three different occafions, and he was an enthufiaft in ‘his 
opinion to the laft moment of his life. It is certain, that a 
project which proceeded from.fo high an authority, merited a 
retribution extremely different from the difpleafure which we 
are told he.incurred of ‘his:fovereign; and it is no {mall evi- 
dence of ‘the! :propriety of the plan, that the ‘principles. itpon 
which ‘it was formed were confirmed’ ‘by the marquis de Feu- 
quieres, a military éritic of acknowleged penetration and judg- 
ment.. However ‘hazardous, therefore, fuch an enterprife 
may appear to the minds of thofe who are not fuited to the 
comprehenfion of great atchievements, we believe, that in the 
circum flances in which it was propofed, by the earl of Stair, 
and.under the direction of that confummate general, it would. 
have-led.to victory, and glory. Opportunities may again occur, 
in which..the fame plan will be advifeable; but the general 
who: conducts it muft be one who is eminently qualified by 
judgment, fortitude, and activity. 1t is proper to mention 
that, in the’ notes, we meet with fome agreeable anecdotes of 
the earl of Stair. 3 

Sir John Dalrymple has given fach a minute and accurate | 
defcription of Cadiz, and the means of attacking it with fuc- 
cefs, as deferves the.attention of the public. After defcribing 
the fituation of the place, he thus proceeds: 


> *Thefe circumftances have remained the fame for two cen- 
taries paft, during all which time the fleets of England, with 
a cruel fatyr upon their admirals and admiralties, have pafled 
and repaffied Cadiz without ever once thinking to take advan- 
tage of them. But what was formerly not difficult, is become 
nvwucly eafier now, fince Mr. Millar’s invention and improve- 
ments upon the carronade gun, the lJatgeft of which, to throw 
ball of an hundred pounds weight above two miles, does not 
weigh a 24 pounder gun; and the fmall ones, fuch as the fix 
aie are fo light, that one of them with its carriage can 

e born upon a couple of poles by two men carrying their arms 
flung at the fame time. Thirty or forty of thofe large carro- 
mades placed on thé narrow neck’ of land to the eattward of 
Cadiz, would defend it againft a hoft of enemies, and bar alf 
fallies’ from ‘the town, ‘becaufe the fhot, when the guns are 
charged with cannifter, falls in a fheer-fourteen hundred -feet 
in length, nearer or further off according to the different gra- 
vities of the parts of which it is compofed;:and therefore would 
mow down a column of troops, acl in| that narrow fpace 
could advance only in columns. The fame carronades would 
reach Cadiz, and.throwing balls of 100 pounds weight, to fall 
npon the flat roofs of houfes fix or feven ftories high, would 
defiroy all below them.’ ee ats 
. : We 
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“’ We cannot coincide in opinion with fir John Dalrymple in 
the fabfequent extrac. 


‘ There is a popular cry at prefent in England, on which 
account the chance is three to one that it is unjuft, againft the 
emprefs of Ruffia, for introducing the fyftem, that free bottoms 
make free cargoes in times of war. Strange! that princefs de- 
ferves a ftatue in the Royal Exchange, among the monarchs of. 
England, for what fhe has done. The nation which has moft 
trade, muft always fuffer moft from the pillage of trade; and 
therefore the Englith beyond all others. ‘The trade.of England 
in the firft years of the reign of king William was almoft anni- 
hilated by capture; and in the late war it fuffered moft griev- 
oufly, becaufe expofed to that pillage, from which the regula- 
tions of the emprefs, in the caufe of humanity, of the mer- 
chants, who are the general and inoffenfive friends of human 
kind, and of the free communication of the enjoyments of life 
to all amidf& the horrors of war, will for the future proteét it.” 


Had the emprefs of Ruffia particularly favoured the trade 
of Great Britain, fhe might have merited the gratitude of the. 
nation; but when fhe afferted the freedom of commerce, in 
violation of the laws of neutrality, by fupplying our enemies 
with naval ftores,. we cannot confider her conduét in any other 
light than as inimical to the interefts of this country. Sir 
John Dalrymple, in the ardour of philanthropy, overlooks the 
very neceflary diftinétion between a trade conduéted upon the 
principles of humanity, and that which tends to the encour- 
agement and fupport of war. We are the more furprifed to 
find him: fo much a citizen of the world, in this inftance, as 
on other occafions, netwithftanding his liberality, and exemp-. 
tion from national prejudices, he difcovers not only a laudable. 
attachment, but extraordinary zeal, both for the interefts and. 
glory of Britain. | 

A great part of the Appendix is occupied with the account 
of an intended expedition into the South Seas, by private per- 
fons in the late war. It appears, that in the year 1779, Sir. 
_ John Dalrymple propofed to three opulent and public-fpirited 
merchants at Glafgow, a plan for diftrefling the Spanifh trade. 
in the South Seas, by means of privateers, with a little affift- 
ance from government. The propofal received the approbas. 
tion of Lord George Germaine, to whom it was communicated 
by the author. From that time until the clofe of the war, 
the plan was the fubje&t of much epiftolary corref{pondence be- 
tween fir John Dalrymple and feveral gentlemen converfant in‘ 
naval affairs. It was admitted on all hands, that the project 
was devifed with great judgment, and would probably be at- 
tended with the moft advantageous confequences to thofe who 
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fhould embark in the expedition. For a particular account 
of this interefting paper, we muft refer our readers to the 
Appendix, with the author’s réflections on it, and a few collae 
teral fubjeats. 

The next article in the Appendix treats of an incorporated 
union with Ireland, and of a federal union with America. Sir 
John Dalrymple endeavours to fhow, that nothing lefs than 
an incorporated union with Ireland, like that of England and 
Scotland, can -preferve the Britifh and Irifh nations in perpetual 
amity; as the productions of the two countries being the fame, 
the Irith hufbandman, manufacturer, and trader, is the rival 
of the Englifh hufbandman, manufacturer, and trader; and 
éach feparate parliament will encourage the induftry of its 
own country, and difcourage that of the other. - 

_ In refpec& of a federal union with America, fir John Dal- 
tymple is of opinion, that the Atlantic ocean between Great 
Britain and that continent removes all chance of animofity 
that might arife from the circumftances of their vicinity ; and 
that, as Britain has not a fingle regiment in the dominions of 
the States, nor the difpofal of a fingle office, nor even a party 
in the country, it is impoflible that fhe fhould exert any inili-« 
tary force, or undue influence, or fow divifions among them. 
* The caufe of divifion then being removed,’ fays our author, 
“the chain of ‘a federal union, ftretched acrofs the Atlantic, 
between the Englifh and their ftill beloved countrymen, might 
be as eternal, as the ocean that feems to feparate, but, in 
reality, tends indiffolubly to unite them.’ 

‘The federal union between Great Britain and America, 
tould be nothing elfe than an offenfive and defenfive alliance, 

combined with a commercial treaty ; and the ocean that, in 
our author’s opinion, tends indiffolubly to unite them, is like- 
wife open to an intercourfe with other nations. Could the 
Jegate, or mediator, from whatever country he was chofen, 
enforce, with all his vigilance, a perpetual prohibition both 
ef foreign emiflaries, and domeftic incendiaries? Could he 
ever, in the plenitude of his dictatorial authority, affert an un- 
controlable dominion over the paffions and caprices of mankind? 
An eternal union of nations not really incorporated, feems to 
be an Utopian idea; but we entirely agree with fir John Dal- 
rymple, that the ftricteft poffible connection between Great 
Britain and the American States, would tend ‘equally to the 
interefts and happinefs of both countries, and fuch a connec- 
tion ever ought to be re te and maintained with the great- 
‘off cordiality, 

” The laft article in the Appeatia’ is a difcourfe on the union 
of nations, by Mr. Fletcher of Salton, written in the year 
17026 
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706. It contains many juft obfervMtions on the treaty! of 
union then negociatink. between England and Scotland. But 
notwithftanding the great fagacity of the author, who)was a 
determined enemy to that meafure, time has long fince evinced, 
that his ftrongeft arguments againft it were founded in ideal 
apprehenfion; a remarkable proof how much, in the govern- 
ment of nations, events are fometimes different from what 
might be expeéted upon the principles Of :political theory. » 
We have examined this volume under the fucceflive impref- 
fions of diffatisfa€tion and pleafure: of. the former, as it opéris 
no new profpeéts into the reign of William the Third; when 
in the power of the hiftorian ; and of the latter, becaufe it 
contains interefting plans for the exertion of thé Britifh arms 
in war, and the exténfion of commerce by means of. national 
aggrandifement. We muft however obferve, concerning our 
author’s political projects, that while they difcover boldnefs of 
conception, and ‘ftrength of underftanding, they are infpired 
with a glow of fancy, a-hyperbolical confidence, that {ee to 
bid defiance to time and accidents, under évery adminiftration 
of government. 


ni 


The. Life of Baron Frederic Trenck ; containing bis Advedturens 
his cruel and excefiive Sufferings, during ten Years Imprifon- 
ment, at the Fortrefs of Magdeburg, by Command of the late 





King. of Pruffa; alfo, Anecdotes, hiftorical, political; and 


perfonal, Tranflated from the German, by Thomas Holcroft 
3 ols, izmo. 12s. fewed,  Robinfons. , 


Aron Trenck, whofe life is related in this work, was de- 
fcended of a noble Pruffian family. He received his 
education at Kénigfburg, before that univerfity fell into dif- 
repute, and was introduced at the age of eighteen to the 
court of the late king of Pruflia, where his perfonal qualifica- 
tions and talents could not fail to render him foon diftinguifhed. 
He immediately caught the attention of that difcerning mo- 
narch, and was rapidly preferred. Under fuch patronage, to 
what eminence he might have rifen, it is difficult to fay; but 
the career of his fortune was, in a fhort time, interrupted by the 
effect of thofe very accomplifhments which had recommendéd 
him to the favour of the fovereign, when the princefs A—a be- 
came likewife attached to him by the ftrongeft ties of affe€tion. 
This was « fituation in which the unreferved and impetuous 
temper of young Trenck could not long preferve him from falling 
a facrifice to his own imprudence and vanity. Proud, rafh, 
inexperienced, and daring even to infolence, he was unable to 
reftrain himfelf within the bounds of common difcretion. 
When reproached, concerning the princefs, by a lieutenant, 
| : Uz whom 
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whom he calls ‘a pu@lic (meaning roval) Ganymede,’ he 
fought with, and wounded the officer. This appears to have 
been the firft offence he gave to his fovereign; who, refenting 
the infult,’as well as the wound which his favourite had re- 
ceived, uttered his ufual thteat, ‘ Herr ! der donner und das 
wetter wird thn auft herz fabren—Nebm’ er fich in acht *. 
The prophecy was but too effectually accomplifhed: Trenck 
was foon after put under arreft for a trifling negle&; and though, 
during the next campaign, he appeared to have regained the 
favour of the monarch, thofe who envied his fortune, and the 
fplendor in which the munificence of the princefs enabled him 
sto live, inftilled into the king a fufpicion that he held a traite 
‘erous correfpondence with his coufin, the famous Pandour 
Trenck, whofe exceflive cruelties furnifhed, at that time, fub- 
jeét of converfation to all Europe. To forward their defign, 
a letter was fabricated, as coming from the Auftrian Trenck, 
to the Pruffian; and, though it contained nothing on which 
any fpecific charge could be founded. it ferved to confirm the 
fufpicion in the mind of the king, who immediately ordered 
the fuppofed offender to be imprifoned in the fortrefs of Glatz, 
without giving the moft diftant intimation relative to the caufe, 
of this précedure. After this rupture, no two individuals, - 
apparently, were lefs capable of reconciliation than the haugh. 
ty ahd pertinacious Trenck and the inflexible Frederic. 
The former demanded a trial, according to the laws of the 
country ;- bat without the power of obtaining it. The latter, 
who was implacable in proportion as he was refifted, deemed 
the appeals of Trenck to juftice as fo many proofs of his 
infolence ; and, little accuftomed to oppofition, conceived 
an irreconcileable hatred to the man who was daring enough, 
by complaining, to impeach his royal authority. Trenck, 
however, whofe actions all correfponded to the reftlef{nefs of 
his mind, after remaining about feventeen months in prifon, » 
effe&ted his efcape, in a very precipitate and extraordinary 
manner, in company with a lieutenant of the name of Schell. 
The eftates of Trenck had been confifcated, the fupplies 
from his miftrefs cut off, and he and his companion, without 
the {mallet pecuniary refource, were obliged to undertake, 
through Poland, on foot, a journey of eight or nine hundred 
miles; the incidents on which are no lefs furprifing than 
affeting. After obtaining aid from his mother, . Trenck firft 
went to Vienna, and next to Ruffia; where he was engaged 


<p. 





® ¢Sir' the thunder and the ftorm fhall rend your heart! Beware.* 
The tranflator has not given this expreffion fufficient force. It was the 
ufual threat of the late king of Pruffia, when very aygry, and is now be- 
come proverbial among German, particularly Pruffian officers. 
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in many extraordinary adventures, arifing partly from circume 
tances, but chiefly from his own impetuofity. At Vienna he 
maintained a familiar intercourfe with his coufin, the Pandour 
Trenck, and prince Charles of Lorrain; and, in Ruflia, with 
the count and countefs of Beftuchef, lord Hyndford, the ame 
baffador count Bernes, and many other perfons, whofe names 
and characters are well known in the hiftory of thofe times. 
After his efcape from Glatz, Trenck remained at liberty 
upwards of feven years ; during which interval, various at- 


tempts were made by the Pruflian monarch once more to get. 


him into his power.. Trenck, inflamed with refentment, and 
not content with loudly complaining in foreign countries, of 
the injuftice he had fuftained, vigoroufly counteraéted the 


views of his royal opponent; in effectuating which purpofe,. 
he particularly availed himfelf of an intrigue with the countefs. 


of Beftuchef. 

It was a common artifice with the king of Pruffia, to cor- 
rupt the fervants of thofe courts which were inimical to his 
interefts; fo that by the treachery of the Auftrian, and the 
activity of the Pruffian emiflaries, Trenck was again feized at 
Dantzic, the magiftrates of which city durft not oppofe the 
requifition of their neighbouring potentate. The unfortunate 
prifoner was conveyed to Berlin, and thence to Magdeburg, 
where he was caft into a dungeon which had been prepared for 
his reception. Being allowed only a pound and a half of 
mouldy ammunition bread, and a jug of water, in the day, 
he fuffered incredible torments from hunger. In this fituation 
he remained near a twelvemonth; when, attempting to break 
Out, he was once more reftored, by the means of an Auftrian 


refident, to his powerful perfecutor, by whofe orders a new. 


dungeon was built, in which were renewed all the fufferings 
of the laft imprifonment. The walls of this horrid receptacle 
were fo.wet, that the miferable captive remained fix months 
continually immerfed in water,. which trickled down from the 
arches. He was chained by the foot, had an iron rim round 
his body, others above his elbows, was handcuffed with an 
ifon bar, which prevented him from bringing more than the 
ends of his fingers into contaét; and had round his neck an 
iron collar, on which the whole ‘weight of the chains depend- 
ed. To prevent a diflocation, from this enormous. incume 
brance, he was obliged continually, while he lay on the bare 
earth, te fupport .his chains with one hand. That no hope 
fhould remain of ever being releafed from his mifery, a tomb- 
ftone, with his name engraved on it, the indication of the 
deftiny which he was to endure, Jay conftantly at his feet. ‘To 
add to this accumulated diftrefs, after he had been fome years 
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in confinement, it is affirmed, that his implacable enemy, 
with the view of preventing all repofe, gave orders that he 
fhould be called by the centinels, and be obliged to anfwer 
eVery quarter of an hour. This practice, unexampled for 
cruelty, is faid to have been continued during four years. 

*Trenck was not releafed till nine months after the peace of 
Hubertfburg. He obtained his freedom partly by the media- 
tion of the Auftrién’ court, and partly by that of the princefs 
and other powerful friends at Berlin; who, though they durf 
not petition the choleric and obftinate Frederic, appear to have 
foftened and prepared his mind to grant a pardon, by fuch 
infinuations and means as were in their power. 

“The limits of our Journal will not permit us to relate all 
the ftratagems and attempts which were made by the prifoner 
to efcape: fuffice it to fay, that they were at leaft as extra- 
ordinary as his fufferings; and thefe were fuch as nothing but: 
the moft invincible vigour, both of body and mind, could 
ever have enabled him to fuftain. The incidents in his life 
‘are fo wonderful, that were they not confirmed by undoubted 
evidence, they would be deemed utterly incredible. 

“In giving an account of a work which reflects fo much on 
the feverity of the late king of Pruflia, it would be unjuft not to 
obferve, that Trenck’s original offence was of a nature the 
moft injurious to.the character of his fovereign. But admit- 
ting that the allufion which offended the king was entirely falfe 
and malicious, it muft be acknowleged that his refentment was 
carried beyond the bounds of humanity. It has, however, 
given rife toa feries of adventares, ‘no lefs extraordinary than 
interefting ; and which, by Britons in‘particular, may be re- 
garded as a foil to their glorious charter of liberty, that bar- 
rier againft the outrages of a military government, and the 
violence of arbitrary power. — | 

' As a {pecimen of the tranflation, as well as of the manner 
of the author, we fhall infert a fhort extract, containing the 
atcount of his releafe. | 

'¢ Peace had been concluded nine months. I was forgotten. 
At laft, however, when I fuppofed all hope loft, the 24th of 
December, and the day of freedom, came! At the hour of pa- 
rade count Schlieben, lieutenant of the guards, arrived, and 
brought orders for my releafe ! 

‘ The fub-governor fuppofed me weaker in intelle& than [ 
really was, and would not too fuddenly tell me thefe happy 
tidings. He knew not the prefence of mind, the fortitude, 
which the various dangers I had feen had made habitua!. Self- 

raife offends; yet never was I too much elated in profperity, 
deprefied in adverfity ; never timid or undetermined in the mo- 
ment of danger ; and, for the truth of this, I appeal to a to 
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have known me perfonally, or been acquainted with-thofe who 
have feen me in fuch fituations, : ‘ 

‘My doors, for the laft time,-refound@d! Several people 
entered; their countenances were more than ufually cheerful, 
and the fub-governor at their head, at length, faid, ** This 
time, my dear Trenck, I am the joyful meffenger of good 
news. Prince Ferdinand has prevailed on the king to let your 
irons be taken off.”’-Accordingly, to work went the fmith— 
*¢ You fhall alfo” continued he, ‘‘ have a better apartment.’ 
‘* T am free then,” faid I, ‘* and you are afraid to tell me fo 
too fuddenly. Speak! fear not! I can moderate my tranfports.” 

‘¢ Then you are free!” was the reply. 

‘The fub-governor firft embraced me, and afterward his 
attendants.’ 

© Once more at liberty, I walked about the fortifications, to 
accuftom myfelf to light and air, and colle€ted the money I had 
concealed in my dungeon, which amounted to about feventy 
ducats. ‘To every man on guard I gave a ducat, to the centi- 
nels then on duty over me each three, and ten ducats to be 
divided among the relief-guard. I fent the officer on guard a 
prefent from Prague, and the remainder of my money I beftows 
ed on the widow of the kind, the honeft, the worthy Gefhardt. 

‘ The night was riotous, the guard made merry, and I paffed 
moft of it in their company. I was vifited by a!l the generals 
of the garrifon on Chriftmas morning, for I was not allowed to 
enter the towne Boots, uniform, all were ready by noon. L 
was dreffed, viewed myfelf in the glafs, and found pleafure ; 
but the tumult of my own. paffions, the congratulations I re- 
ceived, and the vivacity of every thing round me, prevented 
my remembering incidents minutely. 

‘How much room for refleétion did this fcene afford! My 
intrinfic worth then and twenty-four hours before, when in 
prifon, was the fame; yet, how wonderful an alteration in the 
carriage and countenance of thofe by whom I had been {0 ftrilly 
guarded! I was treated with friendfhip, diftin@lion, attention, 
and flattery. And why? Becaufe thofe fetters had dropt off 
which I had never juftly borne. Oh world! what art thou? 
What, indeed, in defpotic ttates ! What is merit, what virtue, 
where arbitrary power difpofes of the fate of men? 

‘ Evening came, and with it count Schlieben, a waggon, and 
four poft-horfes. Afcer a very affecting farewell, we departed. 
Who could have perfuaded me | fhould have fhed tears at leav- 
ing Magdeburg? Yer tears I actually did thed. It feems equally 
ftrange that I lived here ten years, yet rrever faw the town. 

‘| thall not weary the reader’s patience with the trivial inci- 
dents of our journeys The exact duration of my ifmprifonment 
at Magdeburg was nine years, five months, and fome days ; 
add to thefe the feventeen months imprifonment at Glatz, and 
the amount is eleven years. ‘Tius did the prime of life, the 
brighteft hours in the day of man, paf$ in imprifonment, Thus 
' | U4 was 
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was I robbed of time, which monarchs have not the power to 
ore; thus, too, was my body weakened, thus my health 
bn aired, fo that now in my decline of life, a fecond time, I 
fer in the gloom, the damp, and the chains of the dungeon 

of Magdeburg.’ 

Concerning the original work, we muft remark, that its 
beauties and defeéts are very prominent, The latter are, in- 
deed, fometimes fhaded, and at others corrected in the tranf- 
lation ; and that chiefly by omitting repetitions, which are 
almoft endlefs in the German. Not even the prifoner’s fuffer- 
ings in the dungeon of Magdeburg feem to prey fo inceflantly 
on his mind as the atts of injuftice by the attornies, lawyers, 
and ‘jadges of the courts of Vienna, the men in power, and 
we may add, the emprefs-queen, Maria Therefa. By thefe 
he was deprived of vaft poffeffions in Hungary, to which he 
was entitled, as the heir of the famous Pandour Trenck. But, 
however interefting to himfelf, and however confonant to his 
own feelings his repetitions might be, they are tedious and 
irkfome to the reader. We_fcarcely can regard the egotifm 
and vanity which pervade the work, as part of its defects, fince 
they are highly charaéteriftic of the author; whom, though we 

are continually obliged to admire for his fortitude, love of 
freedom, and undaunted integrity, .we are almoft as conti- 
nually led to condemn for felf-fufficiency, arrogance, and the 
rafh and imprudent manner in which he endeavoured to obtain 
juftice, and by which he frequently defeated his purpote. 

Impartiality obliges us to obferve, that the manner in which 
he fpeaks of the Englifh nation is highly illiberal, and dera- 
gatory to himfelf. That he was defrauded in London by a 
knot of villains, cannot juftify him in affirming that ¢ the high . 
efteemed Englith nation, for a thoufand reafons, merits the 
contempt of Germans ;” or for afferting that ‘ the proud and 
felfith Britons would treat other nations as they do their ne- 

roes, were they to fall under their dominion.’ This is the 
 eenlit of paflion and rancour, and without affeGting the 
charaéter of the Englifh, is injurious to the judgment of the 
author. ‘That he did not underftand the laws of England, or 
that he fhould fuppofe, becaufe he had heard thefe laws and 
the integrity of. the Englith fpoken of with fo much applaufe, » 
there were no difhoneft men among them, was his misfortune 
and his folly. The beft of laws will be abufed, and the beft 
of nations will give birth to villains: To characterife a people 
by the accidental abufe of the former, or the wicked acts of 
the latter, is very unworthy a mind capable of thinking fo 
juftly, fo philofophically, asis, occafionally, that of the baron, 

We thall now take a view of the reverfe of the medal; w 
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fhall fpeak of the beauties of the work. Thef€ are of a very 
mafculine, fingular, and original nature. The declamat 
paflages, with which he interrupts the narrative, fo forcib 
feize upon the imagination, that, even amidft its hurry and 
avidity for farther information, it willingly ftops, and, accom- 
panied by the baron, contemplates, with a kind of enthufiafm, 
the corporeal fufferings, the unfpeakable anguish of mind, and 
the dreadful effets of defpotic authority abufed! We donot 
remember to have read a work that fo ftrongly affects the paf 
fions of pity and indignation. To the reality of fact, “it 
fuperadds the pathos of fiction. It is, likewife, a treafure | 
to the hiftorian; for, exclufive of anecdotes, it gives a ftron 
picture of various perfons, and particularly of the jate kin 
of Pruffia, and his hated opponent, Maria Terefa, of inefti- 
mable worth to him whofe butinefs is to fearch for truth un- 
difguifed. It alfo contains numerous characteriftic traits of 
the great northern courts of Pruffia, Ruffia, and Auftria;. as 
well as of the inhabitants of thofe kingdoms.—Baron Trenck 
bas added the lives of his kinfman, the Pandour Trenck, 
and his friend Schell, who effeéted his efcape from Glatz. 
Thefe are curious productions, and written in a ftyle almoft 
peculiar to the baren. 

In the tranflation we have remarked fome few errors of ftyle, 
and fome miitakes in the meaning of the original. Sahen uns 
ganz gleichgiltig an, is not ‘ faluted us with indifference,’ but 
looked at, without feeming to notice us.’ Backofen is an oven, 
and not a bakehoufe ; /¢derne bofen means leather breeches, not 
{patterdathes ; eine rolle rauchtabak in der hand tragen does not 
fignify to {moak a roll of tobacco, but, to carry a roll of to- 
bacco proper for fmoaking. Thefe errors we think fufficiently 
compenfated by the vigour of the language, and the impaflioned 
manner in which the tranflator has conceived and exprefled the 
feelings of his author. 





Memoirs of Frederick Baron Trenck. Written by bimfilf. Tranf- 
lated from the German Original, by ‘an Officer of the Royal 
Artillery. 2Vols. 8v0. 6s. fewed, Egerton. 


THE above is an imperfe& tranflation of the work we have 

reviewed in the foregoing article, containing more than 
one half, but not two-thirds of the original. The parts 
omitted are of the utmoft confequence; both to the hiftory and 
the character of the baron, and leave the ftory unconnected, 
and half told. . The tranflation is made by a young officer, 
who, it is prefumed, is better qualified to wield the fword 
than the pen. Indeed, he modeftly pleads, in his dedication, 
that he ‘ attempted the tranflation merely as an exercife in the 
| German 
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German language.’’ He ought, perhaps, to have reflected on 
- the propriety of publithing fuch an exercife, if he is in any 
degree ambitious of literary reputation. : 
. His errors are peculiar to himfelf, and numerous. He has 
paid fo little attention to geography, that the Englifh reader 
will find cities, and rivers, of which he never heard before, 
wor perhaps ever will again. Thorn, literally following the. 
German, he calls Thoren; Thoran, Thorau; the Viftula the 
Weichfel ; the Warta, the Waarte; &c. Many miftakes of 
the names of places and perfons, for they are continual, feem 
however to be errors of the prefs. He is very liberal in the 
ufe of French words: ‘thus he calls a foldier in the body 
guard of Frederic a garde du corps; a fubterranean paflage, 
Jfouterrein; the gate of a city, the town-porte; and fays the 
Pandour Trenck was fentenced @’ avoir la téte caffée ; and that, 
at the fire at Aix la Chapelle, Trenck formed an efpalicr with 
water pails, His Englifh is fometimes rather remarkable ; 
for,.exclufive of inattention to grammar, inftead of ¢ Gefhardt 
was then in the fe/d,’ he writes, * he was at that time in the 
campaign’—-For * he could not come till the guard was re- 
lieved, he could not come before the relief :?—* he would foon 
make my doors fly open, he would foon fboot my locks:?— 
Borck, he fays, appeared in my prifon iz the form of a cruel, 
&c.’—* Smiths Jaid a monftrous chain rouad my neck :’—and, 
inftead of informing the reader that Trenck was buried in his 
Subterranean paffage, by the falling of a large ftone, his affer- 
tion is, that Trenck lay impaled in the earth. - He likewife 
fays, ‘my defign mi/pave me—enjoy a frefh air—turned me 
blind,’ &c. &c. 

Some few miftakes are made in the meaning of the original ; 
but, in general, the tranflator has done juftice to his author’s 
conceptions. -He appears never to have feen the third vo- 
lume of the German; but, following a mutilated tranflation, 
in French, by baron Borck, has given an abftraét which, in 
forty pages, comprifes-the events of between three and four 
hundred, in the original. 


Sin 


‘FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 
(Continued from p. 224+). 
E defcend from the inhabitants, and the ornaments of the 
earth, to the earth itfelf;. and we muft follow the guides 
who will afford us novelty and. inftruction, through pathlefs 
ways and even burning mountains: when we cannot chufe our 
direction, we muft patiently obey. 3 
- Itis well known, that the difcoveries of captain Cook animated 
the zeal of the French ; and that, about three years fince, an ex 
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pedition of a fimilar-kind was fuggefted, in which the navigators 
were to tread in his fteps, and add to his difcoveries. In fatty 
in Auguft 1785, Meff. de la Peyroufeand de Langle failed from 
Breft, in the frigates Buffole and Aftrolabe; and, as little infor- 
mation has been hitherto publifhed of their progrefs, we fhall cole — 
lect, from the beft authorities, what has hitherto been related in 
Europe, refpecting it. The voyage was appointed for the ims 
provement of geography, aftronomy, natural hiftory and philo- 
fophy, the hiftory of cuftoms andmanners. For this purpefe, 
two aftronomers were felected ; but one could not bear the fea, 
and returned: M, Dagelet, of the academy of fciences, went theres 
forealone ; three naturalifts were appointed, M. de la Martiniere, 
P. Receveur, and M. de la Frefne; two natural.philofophers, Le 
Chevalier de Lamanon and »M, Mongez. junior. The Buffole 
earried 113 men: the .officers were men of the beft information, 
and the firmeft refolution : the feamen preferred for this voyage 
were thofe acquainted with different profeffions: in this crew 
there were watch-mukers, armourers, carpenters, &c. They 
were well fupplied with marine watches, and M. Dagelet wag 
particularly directed to make obfervations with the pendulum, 
to determine the differences in gravity, and to afcertain the true 
proportion of the equatorial to the polar diameter of the earths 
He carried with him, for that purpofe, the invariable pendulumy 
which M. Condamine employed in America, Africa, and Lape 
Jand, 

They made fome ebfervations at Teneriffe, and left this ifland 
about the end of Auguft 1785: they determined the pofition of 
the ifle of Martinvaz, and of Trinity: the latter.is 31° 15” welk 
longitude from Paris. ‘They refitted on the coaft of the Brazils 5 
and M. Dagelet, in aletter toM.de Ja Lande, gives a moft flats 
tering picture of the ifland of St. Catherine, in 28°.of fouth lati« 
tude: they ftaid but a little while there,.and made a few ob- 
fervations only ; the time was prefling, and they feared that the 
feafon for doubling Cape Horn. was, already too far advanced. 
So far M. Dagelet’s clock went well: that.on board the Aftro- 
labe varied a good deal ; they looked for the ifland of Afcenfion, 
placed in the maps one hundred leagues to. the weft of Trinity 
but could not find it. M. Dagelet-had fearched for, it.once bee 
“ fore, and concludes that ub fuch ifland exifts,.._ The whale fith- 
ers thought that the Trinity had been miftaken for it,; _ but this 
is very improbable. An ifolated {pot in a vatt.ocean raifed per 
haps by a volcano, may have had an equally fudden deftruction, 
‘Trinity is a volcanic rock, where there are three or four hundred 
Portuguefe fubfifted by the governor of Buenos Ayres. 

The navigators doubled Cape Horn; but, from November 
3785, nothing was heard from them ull May 1787, though the 
letters were dated in September 4786, at Montery, on the coaft 
of California in 363° north laitude. On the 1rgth of July they 
lott fix officers, the firft pilot, and fourteen men, in a port of 
North America, of which they had takea the plan, and were 
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trying the foundings. ‘Three boats were fent, and two were 
dafhed in pieces by the breakers, againft the bar. In this inter- 
wal they had been to the north; but the extent of their voyage is 
concealed. ‘They givea very untavourable account of California. 
It is a dry barren peninfula with little water: the attempts of the 
Spaitiards to fubdue the natives were ineffectual: the plans of 
the Jeiuits to convert them were fcarcely more fo, though 
thefe fubtle priefis contrived to eftablifh forty-three fmall vil- 
lages in this peninfula. The known parts of it are three hun- 
dred leagues in length, and from ten to forty in breadth. It is 
probable that thefe. veffels did not reach above fixty degrees of 
north latitude, not fo far as- the famous Straits, or even Gore’s 
land. They vifited Owhyee and the other iflands of that 
group, and returned in the autumn of 1786, to reach India in 
February 1787; and have, inthis voyage, determined the fitua- 
tion of more than fifty places on a coaft almoft wholly unknown ; 
we fuppofe from California to the fixtiecth degree of north lati- 
wide. They reached India in fafety, on the firit of January 1787; 
and M. Dufrefne, one of the fupercargoes, is returned from Ma- 
¢ao, on account of his health: he fays, that they procured fome 
beautiful furs from the natives of Cook’s river. The voyagers 
are returned to the North, and may be expected about the end 
of this year. 


~ Of the dafeoveries of the voyagers in natural hiftory, we have 
received fome very exact accounts from M. de la Martiniere, in 
a@letter, dared Macao, on the oth of January 1787. From this 
Jetter, which we cannot tranflate in detail, we fhall make extracts 
of fome paflages which appear moft interefting. 

Among the plants of Madeira, he mentions the Draceenia 
Draco, as now very fearce. ‘The idea,’ fays he, ‘ which we 
form of it, from the infignificant fpectmens in our hot-houfes, is 


_gteatly inferior to what we feel when we examine it in its own 


country. J have feen atleaft three; each of whofe trunks were 
from fix to feven feet in height, and their diameter from four 
and a half to fivefeet. The principal branches, which were from 
wwelveto fifteen, and of the fize of a man, were fent off obliquely a 
little from the trunk; and, dividing into two lefler branches, 
rarely into three, rofe to the height of from forty to fifty feet, 
meluding the length of the trunk.—The leaves were fixed to the 
extremity ‘of the branches, placed alternately, forming a little 
parcel, ‘The whole tree’ is fo regular, that it feems to have been 
trimmed by the conftant care of a gardener.’ In the ifland of 
Teneriffe, from the port of Oratora to the laft cone of the peak, 
M, de la Martiniere obferved five different kinds of vegetation : 
this-difference is owing, he thinks, to the greater or lefs decompo- 
fition of bafaltes, which neceflarily return to the flate of veget- 
able-earth: he was nor, therefore, furprifed to fee the plain of 
the Oratora entirely covered with. vines and fruit-trees, fince the 
rains and melted fnows fertilifed the earth, and fit. it for vegetae 
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The fhrub ftyled Spartium fupranitlium, (Lianzi fol, Sups 
31g.) difcovered by M. Mafon, is the laft which is met with near 
the extremity of this mountain: it grows with fo muclr ftre 
that it is not uncommon to meet with a collection of branches 
covering a {pace of eighty feet, and from feven to eight feet high. 
It bears a large quantity of very white fragrant flowers ; and thefe 
attract bees to a height which appears too great for animals fo 
weak, In reality, fome remains of fwarms of bees are found in 
the fpiracula of the mountain ; the infects are feemingly fuffo- 
cated by the fulphureous vapours, to which they have been drawn 
by the warmth, and for protection againft the winds. 

‘ We breathed there, fays M. de la Matinier, with great eafe, 
except when we were expofed to the fulphureous fumes, which 
the various fpiracula emitted in confiderable quantities. At 
their edges we faw fulphur cryftallifed, in the on of needles, 
and of other very beautiful cryftals, in great abundance. The 
volatile alkali feemed to have in that place its ufual poignancy. 
In defcending from the peak we took the road of Gouima, which 
gave me an opportunity of feeing many other little volcanos, and 
fome flirubs which had not occurred in the other parts of the 
ifland, viz. the cytifus proliferus, ciftus Monfpelienfis &. vil- 
lofus, erica arborea, and the, pinus taeda, im confiderable quan- 
tity.’ 

‘M. de la Martiniere was not acquainted with the enquiries of 
M. Dombay, in Chili, on the fubject of the héti. Feuilld re- 
lates, that under this tree the traveller falls afleep involuntarily, 
and afterwards feels confiderable anxiety*. ‘The hiftory which 

this author has left us, vol. iii. pe 33.’ fays our natural hiflos 
rain, *‘ muft be received with many reftriétions. One day, ia 
our purfuits, accompanied by a marine, we were joined by two 
Spanifh peafants, who were eager to follow us and give us the 
common names*of the plants which we met with: when we 
came under feveral licti, which fliaded the roads, I faid to them, 
There is the lidti. They. acquiefced, and ftyled it by the fame 
name. I then made a fignto them, that it was dangerous to~ 
touch it: one of them, to encourage me, colleéted a handful of 
its leaves, which he bit into feveral pieces ; at the fame time he 
made figns, that if I flept under it I fhould find fome inconveni- 
ence ; and that I fhould feel fame itching, which they could eafily 
exprefs, as their whole time had been employed in {cratching. 
By their encouragement, I collefled handfulls of the fruits and 
flowers. Is it not poffible that the bad qualities of this tree ma 
be owing to a very fmall infeét of a redifh colour, which I had 
occafion to fee ? But this is conjecture only,’ 
The voyagers went from Chili to Eafter iflands, which are en- 
tirely volcanic, and where the inhabitants live on the ignama, 


ated 


———_ 





* The defcription and the reference to Feuillé prevent us from thinking 
it the alftroemeria ligti, and we cannot refer it to any othet genus. The 
fourteenth edition of the Syftema Naturz is very deficient in fynonyms 
end an index of trivial names. 


bananasy 







































eee 





Hi 
i 
\ 














ge2 Forer¢n Lirerary Iwreviicence. 
bananas, fugar canes, and potatoes, while fhoals of fifh fwarnt 


-.@n their coaft unmolefted. Of the Sandwich iflands, M. de-la 


Martiniefe only praifes the boats, which are excellently well cone 
ftruted, and beautifully painted. Their ftuffs are made from 
the mulberry tree, and difplay patterns- fo various, and co- 
lours fo beautiful, as would be creditable to the manufacturers 
of any country. : 

From China they purpofe going to Manilla and Kamtfchatka, 
where our botanift will continue his obfervations : he expefts 
great treafures from New Holland ; ‘he will not, we fuppofe, col- 

ect any of the convicts from Botany bay. 

- In another memoir, our natural hiftorian defcribes fome in- 
feéts which he has difcovered:'in his voyage. 1. An infed very 
like the onifcus of Linnzus: it is crutlaceous, of a dirty white 
colour, and was found fixed to the gills of a diodon. 2. An 
infect lodged in a little triangular. prifmatic houfe, of the colour 
and confiftence of: tender ice: its body is green, mixed with 
‘Many bluifh fpots, and fome of a gold colour: its neck termi« 
mates in a little blackifh head compofed of three little leaves, 
cocked in the fown of a hat, and included within three fins: of 
thefe, two are large and floping on the upper part ; the other is 
fmall, in the form of a femicircle. It was taken on the north- 
weit coaft of Nootka, in a calm. 3. An inieét which would 
refemble the glafs of a watch, if .a glafs of this kind was hollow- 
ed toa point. The body is of a cartilaginous confiftence, and 
on it there are threé elevations, by means of which it fixes itfelf 
ftrongly to the bodies of different marine animals. It was fre- 
quently found on a fpecies of diodon, which occurs~very often 
between Nootka and California. 4. A fpecies of pennatula or ra- 
ther of ‘lernza, which appears to have fome particular charac 
ters. This infect was taken on the north-eaft of Nootka. 

This is the moft important part of the infermation which 
we have received from the different accounts of the French 
voyagerss We think that we perceive many marks of ftudied 
concealment ; but what we-have related appears to be interefting, 
and what may be afterwards difcovered will probably be more 
fo.. As we poffefs good means ef information, we fhall take the 
earlieft opportunity of communicating it. _ 

But while the voyagers are ranging over volcanic countries, 
we muft not be inattentive to thofe of Europe. Etna has been 


yagain unquiet, after about fix years of reft. From the firft to the 


tenth of laft July, there were figns of an approaching eruption : 
on the eleventh, after a little calm, there was a fubterraneous 
hoife, like the found of a drum ina clofe place, and it was fol- 
lowed by a copious burft of black fmoke. It was then calm 
till the fifteenth, when the fame prognoftics recurred: on the 
feventeenth the fubterraneous noife was heard again: the fmoke 
was more abundant; flight thocks of an earthquake followed, 
-and the lava flowed from behind one of the two little mountains 


which form the double head of Aina... On thecighteenth, while 
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the fpectators were in anxious expectation of amore fevere erup- 
tion, all was quiet, and continued fo more than twelve hours: - 
foon after they perceived fome new fhocks, accompanied with 
much noife, and the mountain threw out a thick fmoke, which, 
as the wind was wefterly, foon darkened the eaftern horizon ¢ 
two hours afterwards a fhower of fine black brilliant fand de 
{cended: on the eaft fide it was a ftorm of ftones ; and, atthe 
foot of the mountain, a deluge of flafhes of fire, of fcoria and 
lava. 

Thefe appearances continued the whole day ; at the fetting of 
the fun the fcene changed: a number of conical flames rofe from 
the volcano ; one on the north, another on the fouth, were very 
eonfpicuous, and rofe and fell alternately. At three in the 
morning, the mountain appeared cleft, and the fummit feemed 
a burning mafs. Thecones of light which arofe from the crater 
were of an immenfe extent, particularly the two juft mentioned ¢ 
the two heads feemed to be cut away, and at their feparation 
was a cone of flame, feemingly conmspofed of many leffer cones ¢ 
the flame feemed of the height of the mountain placed on the 
mountain ; fo that it was probably two miles high, on a bafe of 
a mile and a half in diameter. ‘This cone was {till covered with 
a very thick fmoke, in which there appeared very brilliant 
flafhes of lightning, aphenomenon which tna had not before af 
forded: at times, founds like thofe from the explofion of a large 
cannon, were heard feemingly at a lefs diftance than. the moun- 
tain. From the cone, as from a fountain, a jet of many flaming 
volcanic matters were thrown, which were carried,to the diftance 
of fixor feven miles : from the bafe of the cone a thick fmoke 
arofe, which, for a moment, obfcured fome parts of the flame, at 
the time when the rivers of lava broke out.. “This beautiful ape 
pearance continued three quarters of an hour. It began the next 
night with more force; but continued only half an hour: in the 
intervals, however, A{tna continued to throw out flames, fmoke, 
ftones ignited,.and fhowers of fand. From the twentieth to the 
twenty fecond, the appearances gradually ceafed. The ftream 
of lava was carried towards Bronte and the plain of Lago. 

After the eruption, Dr. Mirone, the relator, afcended the weft- 
ern fide of Etna, and found that point of the mountain covered 
with hardened lava, with fcoria and ftones. The travellers were 
annoyed by the {moke, by the fhowers of fand, mephytic va- 
pours, and exceffive heat. They faw that the lava which 
came from the weftern point divided into two branches, one of’ 
which was directed towards Libeccio, the other, as we hawe 
already faid, towards the plain of Lago. The lava on the 
weftern head of the mountain, had from its various fhapes been 
evidently in a ftate of fufion : from one of the f{piracula, the odour 
was ftrongly that of liver of fulphur: the thermometer in des 
fcending was at three degrees of Reaumur’s {cale, (about forty 
degrees of Far.) while near the lava, in the plain of Lago, it was 
fity-two degrees. (one hundred and forty of Far.) The lava ae 
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tended two miles ; its width was from two to three Sicilian cana- 
nz (from thirteen and three quarters Englifh feet, to twenty 
one) and two canne deep (thirteen feet three quarters), Some 
gender cryftals and black duft were colleéted: the former: were 
probably fal ammoniac ; and the black duft confifted of the fame 
falt with fine fand. An analyfis of the different volcanic mat- 
ters furnifhed by Ema, follow ; but it offers nothing very new 
or interefting. 7 

Of the different volcanic productions, bafaltic columns are the 
moft curious and:moit difficult to explain. We have -had occa- 
fien to mention the different facts and arguments, which feem to 
fhow, that they are really the confequence of fufion; and per- 
haps the obfervations of Dr. Delabre and M. Beffon, communi- 
cated to the Royal Academy of Sciences, may contribute to con- 
firm it » the former found, by very careful obfervation, that de- 
compounded bafaltes was very. foon changed into globular maffes, 
whether the original form was prifmatic or of a more irregular 
kind. This fact, while it accounts for the frequent occurrence 
of rounded pieces of lava, feems to bring additional evidence for 
the volcanic origin of bafaltes. ‘There is another ftate in which 
thefe rounded bodies appear: they are fometimes thrown out in 
this form at firft from the craters; and they acquire it either by. 
rolling in the fufed mafs or by various fucceflive coatings of the 
liquid matter. In this memoir, the author diftinguifhes very. 
carefully the two kinds, and purfues the diftinétion in all the 
different forms which they affume, when farther decompofed. 
Thefe memoirs furntfh many curious faéts, and a feries of at- 
tentive obfervations on many different extinguifhed volcanos. 
The obfervations of M. Beffon, on the different decompofitions. 
of lavas, and the caufe of their changes, deferve very particular 
attention : though made on one fpot, the diftinguithed volcano of 
Puy de la Veille, in Auvergne, they may be generally extended, 
and will furnifh ftrong arguments againft thofe feeptical philofo- 
phers, who take an example from the hardeft lavas, and calculate: 
the time that earth may be formed from the fofteft. We have 
feen fome beautiful coloured drawings of volcanic produéts by. 
M. Befflon, and think that they may be imitated with great fuc- 
cefs, in the method of tinted engravings. Indeed this art is as. 
well adapted for the reprefentation of mineral productions, as 
common coloured engravings are for conveying faithful and beau- 
tiful likenefles of beafts and birds. We are furprifed that it has 
not yet been employed for this purpofe. 
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N purfuing our account of the ‘tranfactions of this very re- 
fpectable fociety, we meet with a memoir of the abbé de 
Gua, whofe title is, Different Meafures, partly new, of fpherical 
Areas and folid Angles, both triangular and polygonal, of which 
the Elements, in a fufficient number, are fuppofed to be known ; 
with remarks, tending to fimplify the integers of many prong 
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ential equations already feparated from unknown ones. ‘Thefe- 
meafures are in reality, only new in part, fince the firft perfon ~ 
who attempted to meafure folid angles was Albert Gerard, wha 
boafted, that his method was entirely new, except, he adds 
with a peculiar referve, it was known before the deluge.. The 
invention, however, is attributed, in more than one Englith 
work, to Cavallieri a Jefuit, and profeffor at Bolognas The me- 
thod occurred to the abbé de Gua, in confequence of fome pro- 
pofitions in his fphzrical trigonometry ; and it is undoubtedly, in 
fome refpects, different from that of Gerard: different folutions 
have alfo been given by James Bernoulli, M.:-Leonard Euler, 
and the abbe Boffut; our author’s is plain, fimple, and elegant. 
We are forry that we can give no adequate idea of it, without 
the diagrams, and a more full explanation of the article on {pha 
rical trigonometry than is confiftent with our limits. 

The fame author prefents, us with fome new and ufeful pro 
perties of the tetraedron, or, as he calls it, an effay on tetraes 
dometry. This fcience has the fame relation to folid angles as 
trigonometry has to plane ones; and as, in the forimer eflay, this 
fyitem of folid menfuration is deduced from the properties of 
the plane furface. The utility of the fcience before us is confpi- 
cuous in many arts, where the menfuration of folid angles is of 
the urmoft importance. But this memoir is intimately connected 
with the former ones; and of courfe, we can only announce its 
title and its object. 

M. Berthollet’s. memoir, on the difference of radical vinegar 
and the acetous acid, is a very curious one. The radical vinegar 
is indeed more concentrated than diftilled vinegar, in the pro 
portion of 1,0404 to 1,0178; but when diluted to an equal 
ftrength, its tafte is more fharp, and its fmell more poignant. 
When more clofely examined, it appeared that the radical vine- 
gar had a greater attraction for alkalis, formed a more perfec 
combination with them, and refifted better the action of heat 
than diftilled vinegar. Our author thinks that vinegar, when 
added to the copper, gives it fome phlogifton, and receives from 
it fome vital air, by which its acidity is increafed : he propofes 
to make verdigrife more expeditioufly by adding to the calx 
of copper, as it rifes from mines, or is procured in the refidua 
of different proceffes, to the acetous acid ; and the radical acid 
may at any time be procured by the fame means: the falt is 
then foon evaporated, and the acid feparated by diftillation. 

The fame author’s method of procuring cauftic alkali, pure, 
for it is ufually contaminated with a little calcareous earth, fome 
effervefcing alkali, and occafionally with a little iron, is a very 
ufeful one. The cauftic alkali was diflolved in fpirit of wine,. 
and diftilied. The falt came over feparate from the heterogene-, 
Ous matters: it appeared quite pure in the common trials, but 
formed. a little precipitation in a folution of barytes, in the mu- 
rintic acid, of an. effervefcing powder. If the diftillation is. 
carried. farther, the folution of the purer part of the fult in. the 
Vou. LXY. April, 1788, x fpirit 
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Gpirit of wine, is feparated from the folution in water. The oify — 
part of the fpiric of wine (our author calls it the refinous) is: 
alfo feparated by a decompofition of the fpirit itfelf. In the pureft 
ftate, as diffolved in {pirit of ‘wine, the alkali forms eryftals, 
tinétured a little by what the college, in their New Pharmacoperia, 
eall oil of wine. From thefe experiments, he explains fome appear- 
ances defcribed by Meyer, in his account of the caufticum 
ingue, the principle which he fuppofed lime to have acquired 
qn the fire, by calcination, and fome faéts mentioned by Macs 
quer, in the fifth volume of the Mifcellanea Taurinenfia. The 
alkali employed was the vegetable, and M. Berthollet thinks 
that his experiments will contiibute to render different medi- 
eines more certain ; which, though difgvifed by reveries of al- 
chemy, or the names of fubftances employed in making them, 
are in reality only pure alkaline folutions in fpirit of wine. Se- 
veral deliquefcent falts are made to cryftallife in the fame way. 
Terra foliata tartari and muriated zinc will not, however, form 
eryftals by this method. 

_ M. Lavoifier returns again to his own fyftem, in the reflec- 
tions on the inereafe of weight which fulphur and phofphorus 
acquire in burning, and on the caufe to which it 1s to be at- 
tributed. Bergman had obferved, in his Effay on Elective At- 
tractions, that the-weight acquired in burning fulphur and phof- 
phorus was owing to the union of the matter of heat, rather 
than of the oxygenous principle, 1. ¢. the bafis of vitai air, as 
Lavoifier had fuppofed (Opufcul. vol. iii. p. 427; and Dr. 
Beddoe’s tranflation, p- 245.) Our author’s anfwer is concife and 
clei.x, though perhaps not in every refpect fatisfactory. All the 
heat, fays M. Lavoifier, is not combined with the refidua, fince 
fome efcapes in fenfible heat and light. If then heat is heavy, 
let us weigh what efcapes. But the difference of weight, when 
fix grains of phofohorus were burned in a veffel hermetically 
fealed, was imperceptible. Again: our author, with M. de la 
Place, found that the heat difengaged from burning ninety-two 
grains of phofphorus was enough ‘to melt a pound of ice: he 
froze therefore a pound of water in clofe veflels, and thawed it 
again; but found no lofs or gain of weight :. he confequently con- 
cludes that the heat in this more extenfivetrial has no weight: and 
that his firft principle is true. To afcertain, however, the weight 
_ of heat, is an experiment that requires many precautions, In 
England, different conclufions have been formed from actual ex- 
periments, and at leaft it would be fafer, at prefent, to leave the 
queftion to more careful emquiries. But whatever may be the 
refult of thefe trials, our author’s pofition is pretty well founded 
and we think that, in thefe inftances, the increafe of weight is 
owing to the abforption of air, and perhaps of air deprived of 

its fpecific heat. - 2 
The fupplement of M. dela Place’s former memoir on the 
approximation of formule, which reprefent great numbers, is 
the next article of this yohume. In the firft ayticle of the former 
“6 ee memoir, 
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memoir, he gave a-general method for eye into feries, that 
would converge quickly, the differential functions pf faétors, 
raifed to very high powers. In. the fecond, he redubed to inte- 
gers of this kind, all the functions given by linear equations to 
the common differences, whether partial, finite, or infinitely 
little; and, in the third article, he gave an eafy method of ap- 
proximation to formule, whofe powers were very great, and 
where the trouble of folution in the ufual way would be very ‘dif 
trefling : all thefe preliminary labours he now applies to fome 
problems in the doétrine of chances, or to any event'not deperd- 
ing on a known law: the theory, as our intelligent- author ob* 
ferves, confifts in reducing all the poflible events, relative to any 
objeét, to a certain number of cafes equally poffible, and in 
determining the number of cafes favourable to the event, whofe 
probability we are in fearch of. The relation of this number to 
' the poffible cafes will fhow the degree of probability : this fimple. 
principle is developed aud expanded with great clearnefs and 
ingenuity. 

M. Vicq-d’Azyr continues his enquiries into the ftru@ure 
of the brain of animals, compared with that of man. His fourth 
memoir is contained in this volume, and relates to the quadrué 
peds, birds, fifh, reptiles, infects, and worms ; with an account 
of the principal and itriking differences between their brains and 
that of the human race; though his comparative account #8 
fummed up with great precifion, and more concifenefs than we 
could have expeéted, yet it would make this article too extenfivé 
and too large, im proportion to the others, to extract it: as we 
think it eafy to make this abftract intelligible without the plates, 
we fhall combine it with fome tuture ¢ Intelligence,’ if all the me= 
moirs are not tranflated; but a work of this kind we fhould ear- 
neftly recommend. 3 : 

We muft now return to M. Lavoifier, who fubjoins reflections 
on phlogifton, to explain more particularly his theory of com- 
buftion and calcination, publifhed in 1777. In this memoir. he 
gives the hiftory of phlogifton from its origin, in the fyftems of 
Becher and Stahl, its extenfion by Baume and Macquer, to its 
decline, in confequence of his own experiments : this hiftory is 
not quite complete; for, before him, Hales proved that, during 
combuftion, much air was abforbed* ; and, fo far from its being 
a fingle unfupported conjecture, by an obfcure author, it was 
brought to the teft of experiment, and the quantity of air ab« 
forbed, in fome degree afcerrained. Our author then examinés 
the inconfiflencies in the different doctrines of the fupporters of 
phlogifton, and points out. great and numerous difficulties in 
them. In this review he does not att fairly ; for he introduces 
difficulties not really connected with phlogition, while there are 
undoubtedly many, even in the moft approved fyftems, as well 
asinhisown. After a few neceffiry diftinétions, he proceeds to 





* As Hales has been often overlooked on this fubjcét, we beg leave to 
refer to the firft vo!. of his Statics, p. 170, 176, 230, and 231. 
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the phenomena of combuftion., Of combuftion,; in the ufual 
way, M. Lavoilier’s fentiments are well known to our readers : 
the phenomena of burning charcoal, we have not had equal op- 
rtunities of explaining. This fubtiance, inftead of abforbing air, 
it is fuppofed gives out a determinate primciple; that princi-- 
ple which changes common to fixed air, and which we call 
sr though M. Lavoifier chufes to ityle it a coaly matter. 
n confequence of the difcharge of this principle, the air parts 
with a portion of its heat, and, from the lofs, its fpecific gravity 
isincreafed, and its bulk is lefs. In order, therefore, to produce 
the {trongeft heat in combuflion, the burning body, and the me- 
dium in which it burns, muft be in an aerial ftate, as they then 
contain the greatett quantity of fpecific heat. Secondly, When 
both fubftances by burning, are reduced to a concrete ftate. And, 
thirdly, When the effect is inftantaneous. ‘There is no inftance 
in which all thefe circumftances concur. 

Our author then explains the difference between ignition, in- 
flammation, and detonation, which are terms, in his opinion, by 
no means fynonymous, or convertible. Ignition is where the body 
3s not aerial, and does not affume the flate of air, by the opera- 
tion. Inflammation cccurs, where the burning body is in an 
aerial ftate, or capable of affuming it, in confequence of the 
changes produced by fire. Wood and unctuous oils admit of a 
double change in burning: the inflammable part is firit feparated 
by the heat, in an acrial ftate, and then is inflamed. Detonation 
is that operation which two concrete bodies gfve out at once, 
with an explofion, the matter of heat ; and this matter our author 
thinks is furnifhed exclufively by nitre. Thefe are the chief ob-_ 

‘Tervations of M. Lavoifier, in which it is a leading principle, that 
the matter of heat occupying the interftices of bodies expands 
them; and that its efcape leaves them more denfe. 

The next memoir is by the marquis de Condorcet, on the cal- 
culation of probabilities. It is the fourth part of a feries of me- 
moirs, whole object we formerly explained, viz. to determine 
the probabilities of future events, by the obfervation of the paft. 

The theorem by M. Charles, on the equations, in finite dif- 
ferences, is this—There are equations whofe differences are 
finite which have two complete integers. The demonttration is 
itrict and aecurate, 

The memoir by M. Lavoifier on the action of fire, animated 
by vital air, on the moft refractory fubftances, is a very valuable 
one: the means of executiag.the experiments were by means of 
a blow-pipe, or an enameller’s lamp, and very generally the body 
tried was put on burning charcoal. In ufing Tfchirnhaufen’s 
burning-glafs, the ftand was a hard granite or porcelain, and the 
focus was fhortened by interpofing another lens. The order fol- 
lowed is that in the fy ftem of M. Daubenton. 

Rock cryftal was only foftened (it has fince been fufed) while 
quartz was imperfectly melted on the furface ; a fine very hard 
grit had only flight figus of being foftencd: a white er 
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fand was pretty completely melted; and a grey quartz melted 
entirely. The chalcedony and the green jafper melted, though the 
latter continued in the fire above forty-eight minutes: in general 
the coloured ftones were more fufible than the others, théugh 
when the colour is volatile, its efcape diminifhes the fufibiliry. 
The argillaceous ftones may be foftened to the coniftence of 
pafte; but by ftroug heat they become hard, fo as to cut glafs 
like a diamond, to be fearcely touched with a file ; the pureft 
are moft refractory. Tfchirnhaufen’s glafs has lefs power than 
the blow-pipe with vital air. Calcareous earths are entirely in 
every inftance refractory, when pure; when joined with acids, 
they are in fome degree fufible. Barytes, in all its forms, is 
equally infufible, though fomewhat inflammable: while the 
one pdints out its refemblance to lime, the other fhows, with 
equal certainty, a fimilar nature to that of thetals. Magnefia, 
like the two former, is entirely infufible. 

All the precious ftones are fufible, except thofe*compofed of 
the three clafles of earths which are not capable of fufion. Avery 
little flint deftroys their refra€tory nature: volcanic matters are, 
in general, very fufible. The nature of compound ftones may 
be very readily underftood from fimple ones: but we muft add, 
that a very little calcareous earth gives’ quartz or clay a great 
degree of fufibility. : 

Of falts, the moft fixed is phofphoric tartar: marine falt, the 
fixed alkalis, and borax, are whoily volatile without decompo- 
fition : vitriolic, metallic, and other falts, are decompofed by the 
charcoal. All metallic fubftances, except platina, are volatile in 
a fire raifed by vital air: gold and filver are, however, without 
comparifon, the moft fixed. Gold, filver, platina, and mercury, 
are incombuftible: the others burn with great rapidity. Iron 
burns with an ebullition, and the efcape of many fparkles, as in 
a fire-work. Vital air, by diffipating the inferior metals, is an ex- 
cellent method of cupelling filver or yold; but iticannot be made 
an exact one, fince a little of the more precious metals theme 
felves efcape in the operation. 

M. le Roy, in the following memoir, defcribes a new electri« 
cal machine, which he calls a true electrical pump, to exhautt 
the electrical matter from any body, and of courfe, to electrify 
it negatively. He had defcribed one of this kind in 1772, and 
feems a little jealous, that a machine to produce either kind of 
electricity, at pieafure, fhould be called Mr. Nairne’s, which 
term it has obtained from its being conftruéted by that artift. 
The prefent defcription is illuftrated by a plate, and would be 
ynintelligibie without it. 

The obfervations, on a total eciipfe of the moon, on March 
18, 1783, by Meffrs. the duke of Rochefoucald, the abbé Ro- 
chon, and Mechain, made at: Pafly, are very particular, We 
can, however, only obferve, that the firft immerfion was at feven 
hours forty-one minutes and two feconds; and the end, eleven 
hours twenty-four minutes and ten feconds, true time, The 
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eomparative obfervations of M. Darquier at Thouloufe, and M. 
Carouge at Paris, are added. 

The obfervations on the total eclipfe of the moon, on the roth 

of September 1783, at Paris, by M. Mechain ; at York, by Mr. 
Pigott; by the abbé Beauchamp at Bagdat; and at Laon, by 
Meffrs. Cotte, Tournant and de Cambronne, next follow. The 
difference between the meridians of the royal obfervatory at Pa- 
fis and Bagdat, appeared to be two hours forty-eight minutes and 
twenty feconds; that between the fame place and York, thirteen 
minutes thirty-four feconds; and that between Paris and Laon, 
five minutes twenty-nine feconds ; or by the triangles of France, 
five minutes ten feconds. 
- ‘The obfervations on the occultations of fome ftars of the Plei- 
ades, obferved at Paris on the zgth of February 1783, and 
compared with obfervations at Drontheim, Buda, and Bagdat, 
are incapable of abridgment. | 

For the obfervations on the eclipfes of the fun, on the 14th 
of June 1779, and the 17th of October 1781; with the correfs 
ponding ebiervations at Vienna, Prague, Konfvinger, in Nor- 
way, we muft aifo refer tothe volume itfelf. They cannot be 
extracted with any advantage, 

M. Mechain’s memoir on the comet of 1783,_ and the detér- 
mination of its fituation, when firft difcovered on the, 26th of 
. November, is accompanied with Mr. Pigott’s obfervations at 

York. It was obferved for the laft time by M. Mechain, on the 
z1ft of December ; ‘and. its progrefs, in that interval, is diftinétly 
traced. Mr. Pigott faw it on the 19th of November, and follow- 
ed it till the 3d of December, His obfervations, with Mr. 
Goodriche’s, are particularly. detailed in the Philofophieal Tranf- 
actions. for 1784. 

The manner of folving, by approximation, differential equa- 
tions, and equations whofe differences are partial, is explained at 
- fome length ,by M. Coufin; we are forry that, from the extent 
of our article, and the fubject having been treated in different 
volumes, that we can only announce this memoir,’ .M, Coufin’s 
next eflay on the mathematical theory of the motion of the fluids, 
we mutt alfo, for obvious reafons, pafs over without a remark, 

M. de la Place’s memoir on births, marriages, and deaths, in 
Paris, from 1771 to 1784, and in the whole kingdom of 
France, during 1781 and 1782, is very curious; but we can 
only fele& from it fome detached ficts, In the memoirs for 
1771, M. Morand had publifhed the lifts at Paris, previous to 
thofe of M.de.la Place,. The births at Paris, annually on an 
average of 14 years are, 10121 males, 9677 females; the mar- 
Fiages 5023; deaths 10413 males, 8890 females; foundlings 
4202 Males, 3129 females ;-——the births in the whole kingdom, 
including Cortica, for 1781, were 970,406; the -marriages 
236,503; the religious profeffions 1400! the deaths 881,138, 
‘The excefs.of the births in 1783 was very much lefs than in 
the former yeary Qwing to the prevalence of many epidemics. 
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The next effay is.on.the means of knowing the population of 
a kingdom, by Meffrs. du Sejour, the. marquis de Condorcet, 
and de la Place. The method is, by afixing to M. Caflini’s 
carte, the average-population of each village, town, or diftrict 
mentioned in that carte. We greatly regret that it would lead 
us too far to explain this defign more particularly: we hope to 
do it at fome future period. Jit 

The next memoir is by M. Monge, on the method of finding 
the integers of equations, with ordinary differences, when they 
‘are raifed to any power, and in the cafes where the complete 
integrals are algebraic. That which follows, by the fame au- 
thor, is on the integration of equations, with finite differences, 
which are not linear. 

M. Cornette, in the fubfequent memoirs, examines the vi- 
tiiolic and nitrous ammoniac: the union of the volatile falt with 
the vitriolic acid is far from being ftrong ; and it is deftroyed by 
fire; the vitriolic acid decompofes common fal ammoniac very 
imperfectly. ‘The experiments on the nitrous ammoniac fhow, 
that this falt remains unchanged by a red heat; and that the vo- 
latile alkali alone is capable of burning. If additional phlogif- 
ton be combined, the nitrous acid ftill remains unconfumed ; if: 
is the volatile alkali which our author thinks is chiefly concerned 
in the detonation of falts ; but in this refpeét he is contradicted 
by his fubfequent experiments: though he allows that, for this 
purpofe, it muft be mixed with an acid. M. Cornette then exa- 
mines the volatile alkali, to afcertain the ftatein which it contains 
phiogifton: it is, he thinks, in an oily rather than adry ftate ; but, 
by its affiftance, he could neither make gunpowder, nor pulvis 
fulminans. Aqua regia, prepared by diftuling nitrous acid from 
common fal ammoniac, was not fubject to expanfion, and could 
be kept more fafely than that procured by mixture alone. ° 

The volume concludes with fome remarks, by M. Sabatier, on 
the fracture of the patella. The author produces many cafes, to 
fhow that bandages are generally ufelefs and fometimes hurtful ; 
he requires his patients only to keep in fuch a pofition that the 
mufcles may be wholly in a ftate of relaxation. 
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Reafons for Revifing by Authority our profent Verfion of the Bible. 
Sco. 35. Od. . Cadell. 
HIS candid writer examines the ftate of the Hebrew text, 
and explains the caufes of its imperfeGions. He brings 
different inftances from Dr. Lowth and Dr. Kennicott, where'a 
flight aiteration will reftore paflages evidently corrupted, or rene 
der a fentiment of equivocal tendency entirely unexceptionable : 
he then proceeds to anfwer the different objections made to a 
new tranflation, and offers his own opinion, that a new verfion 
is highly commendable, though he wifhes to preferve, as far as 
poflible, the majeftic fimplicity of the old tranflation, 
X 4 An 








































Iz Monturyr CaTrarocus, 


An Evangelical Summary of corroborative Teftimonies concerning 
the holy Birth, virtuous Life, painful Death, and glorious Re- 
| furrettion and Afcenfion of Fefus Chrifi. 8vo. 15. 6d. Evans. 


This Summary confifts of a connected relation of the pro- 
ppecies relating to Chrift; of the events of his life; his death; 
is refurre€tion and afcenfion. Each part of this fubjeét is 
concluded with general reflections, and the whole is introduced 
by a fuitable preface, in which the author points out the ne- 
ceflity of a ferious, attentive, and candid enquiry into the foune 
dations of religion, and endeavours to fhow that no one fhould 
be exempted from an inveftigation of this kind. The whole 
is a rational and judicious work, though the Deifts havea little 
right to complain of fome mifreprefentations, 


An Argumentative Appeal, addreffed to the Right Reverend the 
Bifbeps, and the Body of Parochial Clergy, on the Modes of 
raifing Moncy for the Improvement of Church Lands, in Cafes 
of Enclofure. By N. Turner, M. A, 8vo. 1s. 6d. White and Son. 


In new bills of inclofure, a part of the inclofed common 
has been occafionally allotted to the incumbent, in commuta- 
tion for the tythes.. But a plan of this kind has been rendered 
Jefs advantageous, becaufe the clergyman retains it only for his 
life; and the eftate either remains uncultivated, or the rector 
expends his fortune, on a property which cannot long be retain- 
ed. Mr. Turner, as a remedy for this inconvenience, propofes, 
that in fimilar bills, a power be given to the incumbent, ta 
burthen this new eftate with a certain debt, to be repaid by in- 
ftalments ; fo that he is, in that inftance, a truftee for his fuce 
ceffors, as well as the temporary poffeflor of his own life-an- 
nuity. This is a very obvious and ufeful remedy ; though, on 
the part of the public, it is proper that truftees fhould be alfo 
appointed to fee that the money is properly expended; and 
that a power fhould be given for the fucceflor to recover any 
part which fhould not have been Jaid out in improvements. 


‘Dr. Pricfley’s Letters to the Candidates for Orders in both Univers 
_ fities on Subfcription to Articles of Religion. 8v0. 18. Johnfon. 

A republication, .merely, left they fhould be forgotten, or 
there fhould not be a fufficient number of copies, for all the ens 
quiring converted ftudents. : 


A Defence of the Condud and Writings of the Rev. Arthur O’ Leary, 
&Sce. written by bimfelf, in anfwer to the ill-grounded Infinuations 
of the Right Rev. Dr. Woodward, Bifbop of Cloyne. Republifbed 
by Keating. 80. 25. 6d, 

It appears, that fince Dean Swift’s time, fuch a number of 
pamphilets on the fame fubjeét have not been publifhed in Dub. 
lin, ‘as during the courfe of the laft winter, ‘Tithes and the 
rifings of the White Boys, brought into the literary field num- 
bers of warriors, who efpoufed different fides of the queftion, 
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The bifhop of Cloyne and Mr, O’Leary were the leaders of thofe 
who engaged in the conteft ; which was vigoroufly fupported by 
crowds who inlifted under their refpective banners. The bithop, 
in the Appendix to a pamphlet which he publifhed on this occa- 
fion, adverts to Mr. O’Leary’s Letters to the White Boys, and 
compliments his abilities as a writer at the expence of the fin- 
cerity of his intentions, This charge gave rife to Mr. O’Leary"s 
Defence, which he divides into four feétions ; and, after appealing 
to his readers, whether any feditious tendency be difcoverable in 
his writings, he lays his Letters to the White Boys before them, 
in an Appendix. : 

The local nature of the work prevents our analyfing it regu- 
larly ; but whether we confider the variety of fubjects contained 
in this pamphlet ; the author’s manner of handling them, either 
as the hiftorian of what he calls the exploits of fhabby heroes 
(White Boys); or as a polemical writer; or as an orator whe 
harangues the public; or as an advocate who pleads the caufe 
of the diftrefled ; or as a man of wit and humour, who cag 
raife a laugh at the expence of his antagonift; in all and each 
we difcover the man of parts and extenfive reading. Like an 
experienced veteran, Mr. O’Leary keeps his poft, or fhifts his’ 
ground to advantage ; and in every fituation commands the ate 
tention of his readers. We recollect his controverfy with Mr, 
Welley, whocalls him an arch and lively writer ; and as to his 
ftyle, the bifhop of Cloyne acknowleges that he reprefents 
matters frrongly and eloquently; and that, Shake/pear-like, be is 
well acquainted with the avenues to the human beart. If thefe are 
the conceflions of the antagonifts of Mr. O’Leary, he muft furely 
deferve the tribute of our applaufe, 


PQ BT. 8.:Y, 


The Journey to Brightox, an Heroi-Comic Poem, with a Moral 
Epifode. Likewife, an Epic-comic Poem, or a Ramble through 
London. By T. Griffies, 4to, 245. Faulder. ) 

¢The journey to Brighton is brought forth to view, 
And the ramble through town is held unto you, 
Who delight e’er in reading, with fanciful mind, 
To learn of the foibles that’s prov’d to mankind.’ 

Thefe four lines are prefixed to the title-page, and feleéted 
for the infpe&tion of’ the curious, as bearing a ftronger refem- 
blance, ftrange as it may feem, to common fenfe, than any of 
the more laboured fubfequent compofitions of Thomas Griffies, 
to which they may be‘confidered as a kind of induétion of 
_ poetical argument. | 


Pacms by Maria and Harriet Falgonar.  2mo. 35. Od. fewede 
Johnfon. | 

A Preface, evidently written by a friend of thefe ‘ felf-taughe 
daughters of harmony,’ informs us, that their ages united do 
not exceed thirty years. This confideration will naturally tend 
to make the beauties of fuch g compofition more ftrikingly caps 
tivating, and its defects lefs glaring and difagrceable to the 
eyce 
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eyes of a good-natured reader. There is, however, little that 
will be excufed in the prefent work, or acquire additional luftre 
from refleétions of this kind. Thefe Poems do not exhibit any 
“lapfes of unlettered genius, which acknowleges no guide but 
its own fancy, no maiter but its own impulfe.? They are, in 

eneral, eafy and correct; and if they have been only revifed 

y the two friendly fiflers, difplay greater accuracy than. could 
be expected in two fuch juvenile compofers. 


Minor Poems; or Poetical Pieces, never before publifbed. Collected 
by L. Ker, Me B. gto. 15. Law. 


We are informed, in the title-page, that thefe Poetical Pieces 
were ‘never before publifhed :’ we hope, for the honour of 
poetry, that they never will be publifhed again. 


The Battle of Haftings: an Heroic Poem. 4to. 15. 6d. Kearfley. 


In this mock heroic poem the author celebrates the conteft 
between the accufers and the friends of the late governor-gene- 
yal of the Britith territories in India. The jeu d’E/prit is con- 
duéted with fome ingenuity, and terminates with the victory 
of the Foxites, to whom the author is evidently inclined. 


Sketches of Beauty, Natural and Moral, facred to Love and Virtue. 
. du fie Books. Defigned for the late Lady Vifcountefi Valentia. 
_32me. 45. 6d. Stockdale. 


Thefe Sketches, ‘natural and moral, facred to love and 
wirtue,’ are faid to have been defigned for the late lady vif- 
countefs Valentia ; but of what ufe they can prove to any lady, 
gentleman, or plebeian, is more than we can comprehend; for 
the author’s delign is to us unintelligible. He appears, how- 
ever, through the vale of obfcurity, to be a man of virtue. 


A Poem on the Inhumanity of the Slave Trade. By Ann Yearfley. 
4to. 2se Robinfons. 


We have befere obferved, that flavery and the flave trade is . 
2 copious fubjeét for argument and declamation, to the poet, 
divine, and. philofopher; and we are not furprifed to fee the 
continual increafe of publications concerning it. The lait we 
confidered, in our poetical department, was written by mifs 
Hannah More, and it had mach merit. In the prefent, Mrs. 
¥earfley ftarts forward as a kind of competitor, to bend the 
Ulyflean bow with her qaondam guardian friend and patronefs. 
She is not, however, in our opinion, fo fuccefsful in this as 
in fome of her other publications, She is frequently rather 
_ targid than fublime, but her fentiments are liberal, and often 
exprefled with peculiar energy. 


Poems to. the Rev. Mefjrs. Ramfay and Clarkfon, (Sc. Few By 

F. N. Puddicombe, M..:4. Ato. 15. Richardfon. 
-.Mr. Paddicombe has merit, but it is entirely of a different 
sat from Ann Yearfley’s. His dition is uniformly elegant and 
harmonious; but we cannot difover any paflage-of peculiar ex- 
ecllence, to ftrike the mind, or fafcinate the attention. . is 
: oems 
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Poems chitfly on Slavery and Opprefion, with Notes ard TMuffraq 
tions. By Hugh Mulligan. 4to. 55. fewed. Lowndes. 


The greater part of thefe poems, epiftles, pi€turefque tketches 
of the feafons, fongs, fonnets, odes, &c. have but hittle to re- 
commend them, and as little to excite difapprobatiohs The 
four eclogues are rather more deferving attention. ‘Fhe firk 
and fourth appeared ima periodical publication fome:years fince, 
and we agree with the author in opinion that they ‘ furnifhed 
the hint to fome publications which have fince appeared.’ At 
leaft, the Weft Indian Eclogues, which we reviewed in our lak 
volume, p- 434, both in ftyle and manner greatly refembled, 
or rather impraved upon thems The fcene of the firft is laid 
in Virginia, the time morning, the other in Guinea, the time 
midnight ; each contains fome ftriking and appropriated imagese 
The fcene of the fecond is laid in Indoftan, and the time, ~ 
though we have no charatteriftic defcription to mark it, faid to 
be mid-day. The two Rohilla princeffles, who are the inter- 
Jocutors, recall to our mind that eclogue of Collins, in which 
the two Georgians are introduced as flying from, and defcrib- 
ing the ravages of the Tartars. The recolleétion is not to the 
advantage of the prefent work. The third dialogue is fuppofed 
to take place between two Irifh herdfmen in the evening. Some- 
thing characteriftic is difcernible in the following lines, fpoken 
by an old man contrafting, as is ufual, the virtue and happinefs 
of former times with modern degeneracy. , 


‘ Oppreffion then withheld his heavy hand, 

Nor bade the focial virtues quit the land ; 

Boldly her rights then fair Hibernia claim’d, 

And tyrant rulers fhrunk, abafh’d, afham’d. 

Then ripen'd fruits the cheerful cottage grac’d, 

And plenty thro’ each {miling vale was trac’d. 
Yon rufhy lake had banks that well might-pleafe, 

Where thepherd girls reclin’d at rural eafe ; 

And to the ruftic pipe at eve were feen, 

Frolic and gay, to trip the daify’d green, 

This paftime o’er, the minftrels would relate, 

Of Derg the wonders, or the warrior’s fate, 

Aod name the bard, whofe magic harp and fong 

Pale ghofts could raife—their midnight {pells prolong ; 

Who oft refponfive to the founding ftrings, 

Echo’d the fall of Danes and Danifh kings ; 

Or from the primrofe dell, or panfy’d plain, 

With {weeteft touch could lure the fairy train, 

Till call’d to reft the fage was circl’d round, 

Each word was caught, nor loit the weakeft found; 

All fpoke their thoughts, they fcorn’d to ufe difguife, 

The tales believ’d, and held him wond’rous wife, 
Thy youthful days, O innocence! were bleft, 
Ere dscadful wan or tyrants broke our reft ; 
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From camps return’d, no former friends I found, 
For defolation filent ftalk’d around ; 

Thro’ diftant climes my fad companions roam 

In fearch of freedom, loft, alas! at home.’ 


The.lines we have quoted are no unfavourable fpecimen of 
this performance, which, though not entitled to unqualified 
applaufe, contains feveral bold and {pirited paffages. 


DRAMATIC. 


A Match for a Widow; or, the Frolics of Fancy. A comic Opera. 
Jn three Adis. As performed at the Theatre-Royal, Dublin, 
80. 15. 6d. Dilly. 


This is a Dublin edition of the Widow’s Vow; but, unlike 
the editions which appear from the other fide of St. George’s 
‘channel, it is increafed in bulk, and not diminifhed in ele- 
gance: in reality, L’Heureufe Erreur is lengthened to three 
acts, by an underplot united to the original one, with fufficient 
addrefs, and decorated with mufic..-The plot of the epifode 
is not, however, new; it is the tale of the Scholar, who conjures 
up a fupper from the repofitory, in which he faw it crowded, 
on the coming of the hufband. But the whole is fufficiently 
Janghable; and, though the treaty of commerce with Ireland 
3s not yet concluded, it may be received on the terms of reci- 
procity. , 

The only character which has any pretenfions to novelty, is 
the native American ; but it is not thoroughly difcriminated, 
or at leaft the peculiarities are not very entertaining. In fome 
refpects, the caricature is below the region of farce, particu- 
Jarly where he fays that he ftaved the barrel of beer, becaufe 
it ‘ vorked” on aSunday, Of courfe, he is a fanatical Bofto- 
nian. 


The Prince of Angola, 4 Tragedy, altered from the Play of Oroo- 
woko; and adapted to the Circumftances of the prefent Times, 
Sve. 15.6d. Lowndes. , 


The authenticity, and pathetic incidents in the ftory of 
Oroonoko, as the author obferves in his preface, make it a pro- 
per vehicle for the reflections and arguments which an advocate 
of the opprefled negroes would with to urge in their favour. For 
this purpofe, it appears in its prefent ftate. ‘The underplot of 
Southern’s tragedy is with propriety rejected, as it was indeed 
by Hawkefworth, in his alteration of it for reprefentation in 
1775- Many paffages, however, retained by him, are here 
omitted ; and we think with no fufficient reafon. The paflages 
fubftityted for them by no means atone for their omiflion. In 
his critical capacity, this gentleman certainly wields the def- 
perate hook too rafhly: and we do not think he always very 
accurately diftinguifhes between blemifhes and beauties. ‘ More 
than one of the bef fcenes in Southern’s play,’ fays he, ‘is se 
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graced by a burft of unnatural and rifible bombaft.’ Such is 
Oroonoko’s preface to his hiftory : 

¢ Thou God ador’d! thou ever-glorious Sun! 

[ Kneeling and kifing the earth 

If the be yet on earth, fend me a beam 

Of thy all-feeing power to light me to her: 

Or if thy fitter goddefs has preferr’d. 

Her beauty tothe fkies, to be a ftar, 

O tell me where fhe fhines, that I may ftand 

Whole nights, and gaze upon her! 

‘Critics have long complained that poets will needs convert 
Turks, Tartars, Africans, and Indians, into learned mytholo- 
gifts: how Oroonoko came to believe the doétrine of the apo- 
theofis, will not be eafily underftood by thofe who know, that 
an African’s higheft religious myftery is the Mumbo Jumbo, 

‘ But the moft furious fally occurs in that {cene where Aboan 
engages his prince in the con{piracy, by prefenting the horrible 
profpe& of an enflaved progeny: we expect to difcover every 
feeling of a prince and a warrior, convulfed by this excruciat- 
ing idea; we look for all the agitations of Ariofto’s hero, in 
that beautiful and furpaffing imitation, 

Or quinci, or quindi il volta, or lo raffume, 
Tutto in un luoco, e non lo ferma mai. 
Qual d’acqua chiara i] tremolante lume, 
Dal Sol percoffa, 6 da notturni rai, 
Per gli ampli tetti va con lungo falto, 
A deftra, ed a finiftra, a baffo ed alto *. 
Orland Furiofo, C. 8. S. 71. 

‘ But Southern’s angry man, with high difdain of every natu- 
ral emotion, fprings off with an unexpected metaphor, and 
only returns to think of himfelf in the middle of his declama- 
tion: we lofe fight of decency, when he bellows forth, 

Ha! thou haft rous’d 
The lion in his den, he ftalks abroad, 
And the wide foreft trembles at his roar. 

* We naturally apply Old Falftaff’s adjuration, to this alarm- 

ing blufterer ; Prithce fpeak a little like a man of this world.’ 


This appears to us a piece of very ill-grounded criticifm. 
Oroonoko’s apoftrophic addrefs is undoubtedly extravagant; 
but we muft confider it is put into the mouth of one who, like 
Zanga, was 

‘A foul made of fire, and offspring of the fun ;? 
and that an African fhould look upon that luminary as an objec 
of adoration, is certainly neither unnatural nor improbable. 


_ 





«® Atgue animum nune huc celerem, nunc dividit illuc, 
In partefque rapit varias, perque omnia verfat. 

Sicut aquz tremulum labris ubi lumen ahenis 

Sele repercuffum, aut radiantis imagine Lune, 

Omnia pervulitat late loca; jamque fub auras 

Brigitur, fummigue ferit laquearia tecti.’ 
Vire. JEn. VIII. V. 20. 
We 
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We have no objection to the paflage taken from Virgil by A» 
riofto; it is elegant, and poetically juft. We have likewife a 
tranflation of it in Addifon’s Cato. Portius thas addreffeés his 
miftrefs. . 
* Thus o’er the dying lamp th’ unfteady flame 
Hangs quivering on a ceew leaps off by fits, 

And falls again, as loth to quit its hold,’ 

But what is there excruciating in this idea? How does it agi- 
tate or affect the mind ? When Oroonoko’s paffion fwells into 
metaphor, there is a grandeur and propriety in the figure, 
(fuch at leaft is our opinion) that ftrikes forcibly on our hearts: 
we are hurried away with the fublimity of the idea, which will 
not permit us to attend to the dogmas of frivolous and frigid 
criticifin. Some of this writer’s obfervations are undoubtedly 
juft; but we cannot, on the whole, think very highly either of 
his critical tafte, or dramatic abilities. But the goodnefs of . 
his intention commands our refpeét: * Charity will cover 4 
rhultitudé of faults,? and candour will excufe fach venial de- 
fe&ts as occur in this performance. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 


Scriptural Refearches on the Licitnefs of the Slave Trade, foewing 
its Conformity with the Principles of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion, delineated in the facred Writings of the Word of God. 
By the Rev. R: Harris. Svo. 1s. 6d.. Lowndes. 


Andi alteram partem is a maxim to which candour induces 
us to attend, and a love of truth will teach us to reveré. When 
we'’recommended an abolition of the importation of flaves, we 
were not aware that we oppofed either the letter or the fpirit of 
the Scriptures, and were much ftartled at finding ourfelves far- 
rounded by a hoft of foes, in the form of citations, and various 

aflages from the Old and New Teftament. Arguments‘of this 
Rind will, at firft, appear fpecious, and, if urged with art, 
‘may feem formidable ;—a flight reflection will draw off the de- 
lufive covering, and difarm them of their danger. The data 
are drawn up with great addrefs: let us take the fifth as a fpe- 
cimen. : 


* That no perfon can be fuppofed to acknowlege in fa&, that 
the Holy Scriptures are the infallible word of God, unlefs he 
acquiefces without referve in every {criptural decifion, how- 
ever incomprehenfible the reafons and motives of thofe decifions 
may be to him.’ 


This paffage is fomewhat remarkable, and will require a lit- 
tle attention. Is it neceffary to follow every Jewifh rite, com- 
manded by the Lord under the Mofaic difpenfation? Are the 
feaft of the paffover, the holinefs of the feventh day, thé ark 
and the covenant, of indifpenfible obligation at this time? The 
Jews had bond flaves: if the author pleafes, flavery was allowed 
of in thofe times; but he will want farther arguments to fhow 
that it is now our duty to enflave the Africans, becaufe Hagar 
was 
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was an Aigyptian; or to mifufe them becaufe fhe was dealt 
hardly with by Sarah.—If a fyftem once eftablifhed, and not 
dire&tly declared impious by the Old and New Teftament, muft 
not be overthrown, we fhall have fufficient reafon to blame the 
Reformation and the Revolution. 

But, when the author comes to the decifions of our Saviour, - 
and to confider the Chriftian difpenfation, he is much at a lofy 
Slavery was clearly and peintedly abolifhed, by the liberal and 
benevolent precepts of the Gofpel.s *‘ Love your neighbour as 
yourfelf :—Do good unto ai/ men :—Love even thofe who per- 
fecute yox and defpitefully ufe you.’ Is this the language of 
the fupporter of flavery ; the precepts of the tafk-mafter? Per- 
haps it is from love that we muft drag the peaceful African 
from his home: benevolence raifes the whip; and kindnefs 
directs the ftripe. If it be fo, flavery is in the true {pirit of 
the Gofpel. - 

It is true, Chrift told us that he came not to deftroy the law, 
but to fulfil it. He came to fulfil the prophecies; to complete 
the Mofaic difpenfation, by a more perfe& revelation of the 
divine will. He came to comfort the afflicted, not to add to 
the afflictions infeparable from human nature: he came to heal 
their ficknefs, not to countenance a practice worfe than the 
worft difeafe.—There is not the flightefl hint of his counte- 
nancing cruelty, oppreflign, injuftice, and tyranny: there is 
not the flighteft fuggeftion that, in fulfilling the daw, he fup- 
ported the illiberality, the intolerance, and the perfecuting 
fpirit of the Jews. We are afhamed to dwell on what is fo 
evident: if it be a political motive which has dictated thofe 
pages, let it reft on its own ground; much may be faid for the 
practice in that view; but let not the fair page of Chrittianity 
be fullied by commendations of cruelty and oppreflion. Let 
the trade be once freed from thofe ftigmas; let the African 
migrate volyntarily, and be treated as a man and a Chriftian, 
and we will join in the commendation of the method of em- 
ploying negroes. As it is, we wish only to fecure to them 
humane treatment, by enhancing their value. To return to 
Africa, if it were pofiible, would aot, we know, be confidered 
as a benefit. 


Ovfervations upon the African § lave Trade, and on the Sitmation of 
Negroes in the Weft Indies. By a Jamaica Planter. 8vo. 13, Law. 


The Jamaica planter joins to candour and liberality an ex- 
tenfive acquaintance with his fabje&t. Subordination we admit 
of; but the inferior perfon is not to be treated with cruelty ; 
and to tranfport our fellow-creatures, without their confent, is 
Geely criminal ; whethér the foldier is taken from the plains, 
of Germany, or the Englith recruit kidnapped to thofe of In- 
doftan. Slavery is, however, but a name, if the privileges 
of mankind are preferved ; if labour is not urged beyond the 
frength, and the bed of ficknefs be foothed by the neceffary 
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comforts. The planter propofes many alleviations of the negro’s 
misfortunes, which we fhould be glad to find were adopted :—» 
fince we have reafon to believe, that it is not poffible to procure 
an abolition of the importation. 


Slavery no Opprefion ; or fome new Arguments and Opinions againft 
the Idea of African Liberty. 8vo. 1s. Lowndes and Chrittie. 
We with it were not; fer then the conteft would be only 

about words.—Our author thinks that we fave the lives of the 

Africans, who, when taken in war, would be otherwife facri- 

ficed to the vengeance of their conquerors; that we preferve 

peace rather than excite war; and that, at any rate, we make 
the indolent ftupid African an aétive and enlightened flave, 
who may poflefs property, who confiders his fervitude as of lit- 
tle importance ; who enjoys moments of relaxation, and days 
when his Jabours are employed for his own emolument. ‘This 
is a fair fide of the picture, and contains much truth. Some 
Jives are preferved ; fas at the moment of prefervation, when 
they are faved only to be fubjeéted to the caprice, to the cru- 
elty, to the avarice of fome'individual, whofe character is yet 
pe «i we can {carcely fay whether it can be flyled a blefi- 
ing. They become active; but it is againft their nature and 
their will: they are enlightened; but it is fometimes to fhow 
them the horrors of their ftuation. They may obtain property, 
and become fathers, in the fhape of mafters; nor is their con- 
dition then deplorable. The great hinge of the argument is 
overlooked; for it is wanted only to raife them above caprice: 
we have.already faid, that if their good treatment is no longer 
precarious, flavery is only a name. But this kind treatment is 

not yet fecured; and, in the Weft India iflands, it is ftill a 

problem, whether it is moft advantageous to work a negro 

down to an untimely grave, or, by obtaining lefs profit in a 

given time, to eftablifh his health and ftrength. If this was 

no longer doubtful, much benefit would be fecured, and oppos 
fition might, for a time, ceafe. 


Hints for a Specific Plan for an Abolition of the Slave Trade, and 
Sor Relief of the Negroes in the Britifh Weft Indies. 800 15 
Debrett. 7 


Our author is a warm and zealous advocate for the abolition 
of flavery; but his plan, by aiming at too much, muft defeat 
itfelf: his calculations too are not exaét. 


A Sermon intended to enforce the Reafonablene{s and Duty, on Chrif- 
tian, as well as political Principles, of the Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade. By the Rev. J. M. .8va. 15. Johnfon. 


Like tkilful orators, we have preferved this reply to the laft. 
We have heard his opponents with patience, and having almoft 
exhaufted the fubject, cannot conclude better than with this 
tational and judicious difcourfe againft the flave trade.—We 
ftrongly recommend it to its fupporters, particularly to the 
author of the ‘Scriptural .Refearches,’_as a. proper sare xt 
what 
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what he has collected from St. Paul’s Epiftles. It cannot efcape 
the moft fuperficial reader, that St. Paul fpeaks of the ftate of 
fociety in which he lived, without particular praife or condem- 
nation, except the converts were guilty of actual fin. His ob- 
jet was to preferve the church of Chriit inviolate, not to oppofe 
defpotifm, or its offspring flavery. | 


A Farewel Addrefs to the Rev. Mr. James Ramfay: from James 
Yobin, Efge 8vo. 13. Wilkie. 

We have already complained that this conteft, in the late 
publications, became a perfonal one. ‘This Farewell Addrefs 
is not lefs fo; and, like lord Peter, we bid it, very heartily, 
farewell. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS. 


Al Sermon preached in Whitehall Chapel, at the Confecration of the 
Right Rev. Fobn Douglas, D. D. Lord Bifbop of Carlifle, on 
Sunday, November 18, 1787. By Browne Grifdale, D. D. 
4to. 15s. Cadell. 

Dr. Grifdale begins with profefling, that he means to apply’ 
his text (“Let your moderation be known unto all men,’) to 
thofe ‘ who are appointed to places of rule and authority ;’ and 
feems to hint, that he means to give the * word of exhortatién’ 
to the new bifhop. 7 : 

The moderation which Dr. Grifdale recommends is, very 
properly, that mildnefs and forbearance amidft the zeal of fece 
tarifts and the clamorous fervour of innovations, which have 
been the characteriftics of our church. The preacher adduces 
the opinions of the moft learned men in favour of its eftablifh- 
ment and its conduct; he applauds the wifdom and modera- 
tion of Cranmer; he points out fome paffages which have 
occurred in late publications, and which are either unjuft inf- 
putations, or improper fuggeftions. Thefe paffages he will 
probably hear of again; for fome of our polemics are not of that 
truly apoftolical character, to turn mildly the other cheek when 
one is fmitten. On the whole, however, we think there is 
much good fenfe, and many juft obfervations, in this difcourfe : 
we agree in general with Dr. Grifdale’s opinions, though we 
cannot adopt his fufpicions, that the progrefs of Socinianifm 
will in the end lead to Popery, after it has brought on an in- 
difference to every religion. 


A Sermon preached in his Majefty’s Chapel, Whitehall, at the Con- 
Jecration of the Right Rev. Father in God, William Lord Bifbop 
of Chefter, on Sunday Fanuary 20, 1788. By Houflonne Rade 
clife, D. D. 4toe 15- Rivingtons. 
This is a very learned and judicious difcourfe from Act? i. 

1, 2+ § The former treatife have I made, O Theophilus, of all 

that Jefus began both to do and teach, until the day in which 

he was taken up, after that he, through the Holy Ghoft, had 
given commandments unto the apoftles whom he had chofen,? 

Vor. LXV. April, 1788. Y Dr. 
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Dr. Radcliffé particularly alludes to the laft word and, among 
other things, fuppofes that the commandments of Chrift, 
through the Holy Ghoft, might allude to church-government. 
He gives fome fatisfattory reafons why they were delayed fo 
long, and traces the origin of different orders of priefts. On 
the whole, it appears that, in the early ages, there was a diftin® 
ftation, analogous to that of the prefent bifhops, This Ser- 
mon gives a very clear and exaét view of the fubje&, which has 
been often controverted: it difplays alfo great learning and 
extenfive knowlege. dvie 


A Sermon on the Duty of Forgivene/s, abridged from the late Rev. 
‘ R. Needham, M. A. Together with a fbort Difcoutfe on Prayers 
By a Memler of the Society for promoting Chriftian Kuowlege. 
120. 3d. Johnfon. 
. Thefe two little Sermons are intended for the ufe of the 
Sunday fcholars, The firft on forgivenefs is taken from the 
Sermon of the late Mr. Needham on that fubjeét; and the 
fecond appears to be the produétion of the editor, Mr. Charlef- 
worth. They are both religious and practical; well adapted 
to the purpofe for which they are defigned, creditable to their 
author, and advantageous to the inftitution. 


HISTORICAL 


A foort Account of the Prince of Wales’s Iland, or Pulo Peenang, 
in the Eaft Indies. 8v0. 25.6d. fewed. Stockdale. 


This ifland is fituated in about 5° 30’ of north latitude, and 
Q8° 40’ eaft longitude; at the entrance of the ftreights of Ma- 
lacca, and clofe to the ceaft of Malaya, near the part called 
Quedah; about a week’s fail from the. coaft of Coromandel. 
Ir is between thirty and forty miles in circumference, and was 
given by the king of Quedah to captain Light, a gentleman 
in the India marine fervice, who has refided a long time 
amongft the Malays, and fpeaks their language perfeétly. He 
had affifted the above prince in quelling fome troubles in his 
dominions; in return for which fervice, the latter beftowed 
upon him in marriage, a princefs of the blood, and with her 
this ifland, as a dowry. 7 

The produce of Pulo Peenang, which captain Light has 
mamed the Prince of Wales’s Ifland, confifts in wood, cattle, 
hogs, poultry, canes, and rice where cultivated, with fruit 
and vegetables; all in the greateft abundance. It is fuppofed 
Tikewife to afford block-tin; but whether amber or gold-duft 
be amongft its productions, has not yet been afcertained. 
“The part of the ifland marked out by Captain Light for his 
firft fettlement, and at prefent containing a good number of 
inhabitants, is a flat fandy fpot to the north-weft, where the 
coaft runs in a circular form, the oppofite continent running 
alfo in a parallel direction for a confiderable diitance, and fo 
clofe to the ifland as to form what may be called a river rather 
than a ftrait, on actount of its marrownefs. In this channel, 
a: * fhips 
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fhips of the largeft burthen may lie with great fafety; as the 
depth of water is from five to fifteen fathom ; and there are if 
it feveral good bays, where veffels may be refitted. | 

From the fituation of this ifland it is evidently a place of im* 
portance to the Britith poffeffions in the Eaft Indies; particus 
larly, if the French retain their footing at Trincomalee. The 
northern monfoon often fets in with a hurricane on the coalt of 
Coromande) ; and even if it fets in with moderation, it iswoften 
produétive of tempeftuous weather, at intervals, until the mid 
dle of December: fo that it is held dangerous for any veffel to 
remain on the coaft later than the 12th of O&ober; or to return 
to it before the beginning of Janaary. On account of this dan- 
ger, our fleets always quit the coaft of Coromandel (where theré 
is no harbour to protect them) every year in the month of Octo’ 
ber; and are generally obliged to go round to Bombay, efpes 
cially if they have occafion for refitting in time of war; a ren- 
dezvous rendered extremely difadvantageous, by its diftance 
from the principal fcene of action in the bay of Bengal. . 

‘This inconvenience, refulting from the want of a harbour on 
the coaft of Coromandel, may, we are affured, be removed by 
the new eftablifhment of Paulo Peenang, which will likewife 
afford fhelter for our Eaft-Indiamen that lofe their paflage to 
China; an object in many refpects of the greateft importance, 
a3''they have hitherto been under the neceflity of gis 
either at Malacca or Batavia, where the expences have prove 
very exorbitant, and the health of our feamen been much in- 
paired by the inclemency of the climate. 

But.an advantage of yet-greater confequence to be derived 
from this fettlement, is, that men of war may winter and refit 
here; for befides wood in abundance, ‘there are on this ifland 
very large trees fit for mafts ;: a cincumftance of the greatett 
utility both to our merchantmen and king’s fhips. 

The author of this pamphlet {pecifies hkewife fome commer- 
cial advantages which may be derived from the aequifition of 
the Prince of Wales’sifland. Indeed the occupation of it ap- 
pears to be beneficial on fo many accounts, that it highly merits 
the encouragement of thofe who direct the affairs of the Eaft 
Indies; and it promifes to repay their proteciion by peculiar 
advantages, both in times of.war and peace. 

Hflorical Memoir of the Laft Year of the Lifeof Frederic U1. King 
of Prufia. 8vo. 15 Beli. 


The academy of Berlin having been accuftomed to celebrate 
the 24th of January, the birth-day of his late Pruflian majefty, 
its reftorer, the Count de Hertzberg imagined that he could 
not-better difcharge his duty as an acadenmmcian than by read- 
ing before his auditory, on that oceafion,'an abridged account 
of the tranfactions of the preceding year, and of the admini- 
ftration of a fovereign, who for a long time has been confidered 
as the mode] for princes. It appears from this Memoir, that 
the great Frederic continued to the laf ~~ of. his-life to give 
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that indefatigable attention to the affairs of government, for 
which, from the commencement of his reign, ne had been fo 
eminently confpicuous. The count informs us, concerning this 
extraordinary monarch, that during the laft five weeks of his 
life, though much fwollen and incommoded with the dropfy, 
fo that he could not move without afliftance from a chair in 
which he refted day and night, not being able to enjoy the 
fay of a bed; and though it was evident he fuffered dread- 
fully, he never betrayed the leait fymptom of uneafinefs ; but 
pre erving always his ferene and contented air, and without 
ever fpeaking of his condition or of death, he converfed with 
thofe about him on the ordinary topics of the day, in the moft 
cordial and agreeable manner; on literature, ancient and mo- 
dern hiftory, rural affairs, and particularly gardening, to which 
he was greatly devoted, and which he cultivated inceflaatly. 


N O V E LS. 


The Memoirs of Mifi Ann Sheldon, now Mrs. Aecher. Written 
by herfelf. 4 Vols 12mo. 101. Printed for the Authorefs. 
Whether the ftory is told by the *fquire or the knight; the 

bawd, or the lady herfelf, is of little confequence ; the work is 

equally contemptible. It is alfo infipid, except to the retailers 
of fcandal, the affiflants to antiquated tea-tables. Why fhould 
the crimes of Mrs. Beilamy, or Conitantia Phillips, the fource 


of thefe miferable tales, add to the honeft anguith of innocent 
Reviewers ?? 


Edward and Harriet; or the Happy Recovery. A Sentimental 
Novel. By a Lady. 2¥ots. 12m0. 5s. Allen. 


Thefe pages of trifling infipidity would deferve contempt 
only, if their loofe morality did not render the offénce capital. 
To confign them to oblivion is a mild punifhment; they are 
already haftening to it. We muft condemn them as one of the 
worit productions, in every view, that we have lately feen.— 


‘es Legendary Tale too! away with them—* they fear our eye- 
alls.’ 


Death's a Friend. By the Author of the Baftard. 2Vols. 12mo. 
55. fewed. Bew. 

From the author’s firft publication we expected better things: 

but in ftyle, contrivance, ee and moral, this novel is 


truly contemprible. In one refpect, it deferves a feverer re- 
proof, and may be ftyled deteftable. 


Poo Lor Ter Oe ack. 


Obfrvations Preliminary to a propofed Amendment of the Poor 
Laws. By W. Young, E/y.e F. R. 8. and M. P. 150 6d. 
Robfon aad Clark. 

The a&t of the forty-third of Elizabeth is the bafis on which 
the various-plans for the relief of the parochial poor have in 
general been founded. Mr. Young, in part, adopts this legif- 
lative. provifion ; but with the addition of fome particular im- 
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provements, which he mentions ;. and of a collateral. bill for the 


eftablithing of affociations towards erecting fuch a fund as we 
have above fpecified. 


Obfervations on various Plans offered to the Public for the Relief of 
the Poor. By the revs Fofeph Townfend. Small Sve. is. Ode 
Dilly. 

Mr. Townfend is one of thofe who difapprove, and we think 
with good reafon, of the general eftablifhment of work-houfes. 
His objeétions to. this mode of relief feem to be founded upoa 
extenfive obfervation, than which nothing can, in fuch a cafe, 
prove more fatisfaétory. 


Curfory Remarks on Mr. Gilbert?s Laft Bill, for the better Relief. 
and Employment of the Poor. By H. Bate Dudley. 86. 15. 
Debrett. 


Mr. Gilbert, judging, perhaps, from his own humanity, 
concluded that his plan for the relief of the poor, would derive 
great advantage from the fuperintendance of it being vefted ia 
the principal gentlemen of the county. In this expeétation, 
however, the author of the Remarks is of opinion that he would 
be difappointed ; as it is with extreme reluctance that couttry 
gentlemen attach themfelves to public bufinefs. In this we 
agree with the author, as we do in regard to feveral other 
points which he mentions. 


Reports of the Special Provifion Committee, appointed by the Court 
of Guardians in the City of Norwich By Edward Righy. 
2s. Johnfon. ; 

From the various ftatements in thefe Reports, if there be no 
error in the calculation, the favings introduced by the late re- 
gulations in the diet of the workhoufes at Norwich;,are very 
confiderable, and fuch as ought to recommend a fimilar prac- 
tice in other places. 


Hints refpefing the Poor. By the Rev. T. Haweis, LL. B. 
Small vo. 15. Dilly. 


The fcheme propofed in this pamphlet for the relief of the 
poor, is that of obliging the labouring people to contribute a 
certain proportion ef their earnings weekly, towards eftablith- 
ing a fund for their future fupport, when rendered incapable 
of labour. The fame plan has been formerly fuggefted, but 
hitherto without any effect. 


A Political Index to the Hiffories of Great Britain and Ireland, 


~ By R. Beatfon, Ejq. 2 Vols. 8v0. 155. in Boards. Robinfons. 


We examined the firft edition of this Index, in our LXIId 
Volume, p- 467. The work is now greatly improved, much 
more correct, and of nearly double its original fize, by the ad- 
dition of new materials and fupplementary lifts. It is a book 
to be referred to rather than to be read, and fhould, in this 
tation, accompany every Hiftory of England, fince, in many 
ref{pegts, it is an almoft indifpenfible appendage. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


A Letter to the Patrons and Trufees, Sc. of Charity Schools, Sve 
HE Qe 6d.° Tarner. % 


- ‘This very judicious author points out the neceflity of an 
attention to the education of charity children, in many refpects, 
which, in fome foundations, are not regarded. It is written 
with much candour, and we fincerely recommend it to the 
confideration of thofe to whom it is addreffed. 


An Appeal to the Humane, on Bebalf of the moft deplorable Clals of 
Society, the Climbing Boys employed by the Chimney Sweepers, . 
By F- P. Andrews. Small 8vo. 15. Stockdale, 


The late benevolent Mr. Hanway had propofed a plan for 
regulasing the treatment of chimney-fweepers boys; “but not 
living to fee it carried into execution, the humane attempt is 
now revived by Mr. Andrews, who feems,to follow the fteps of 
Mr. Hanway with a zeal that does honour to his heart. The 
propofed plan confifts of feveral articles, calculated to fecure to 
thofe unfortunate boys, a humane treatment from their maf- 
ters; toenforce their inftruction in the principles of religion, 
of which (a fhame to be told in a Chriftian country !) they are 
Jeft at prefent entirely ignorant; and to introduce a method of 
{weeping chimneys, by which thofe miferable operators might 
be relieved from the moft oftenfive part of their labour. The 
nation has difcovered a generous ardor for procaring ‘an aboli- 
tion of the flave-trade ; while an oppreffion no lefs repugnant 
to the laws of humanity is tolerated in the cafe of the young 
chimney-fweepers. We hope, however; that the fubject will 
attract the public attention ; and for promoting fo laudable a 
purpofe, M: - Andrews is entitled to every praife. 


Fhe Gomplete Art of Boxing; according to the Moderu Method. By 
an Amaceur of Eminence, 8vo. 25, Follingfby. 


Our author’s directions and defcriptions feem to be exact and 
technical; but, as we candidly own that there is not one of 
the Broughtonian {chool in our corps, we will not decide with 
confidence; we fhall give his own promifes, which occur in 
the introduction. 

* We offer the following treatife (without vanity or deceit) 
as a.complete tutor to all-thofe who would wifh to be acquainted 
with, or inftrutted in the modern practice of boxing, fo that 
they may need no other guide than the rules here laid down to 
acquie a perfect knowledge of the art.’ } 

But for defcriptions of the’brace, the throw, and the fquare; 
=the bar-movements, the clofe-in, and the crofs-buttock grap~- 
ple, we mujt refer to the work itfelf. We fall, however, fele& 
a fhort fpecimen of the language of this noble art, and the de- 
{criptive merit of its teacher, _ 
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© If the guards of your adverfary are very high, baulk him 
by two or three feints at his belly, but never ftrike home fo 
low unlefs you come to bis quarter, that is to fay, under the 
fhort rib of, the left fide; for hefe, as well as at the pit of the 
ftomach, you may unwind him, and by following your blow, 
fow. up his talents; however, this manceuvre will lower his 

uard, and put you into a field of new acquilition ; for one 
blow well told to the upper tire (the head), tells better than 
three below, for here lays the befl feat of work, and will un- 
doubtedly ferve your purpofe; for a lug, a temple, a jaw, an 
eye, or mouth-piece, often gives the word Exough, when two 
dozen lower baits would have proved ineffectual to aceomplith 
Ite’ 

The dietetic preparations for combat are alfo well defcribed: 
they feem to be.calculated to give ftrength, without filling the 
body too much, and of courfe to preferve the breath free and 
clear. 

Of the Hiftory of Boxing we cannot fay much that jis ad- 
vantageous: the language is in many inftances erroneous, and 
the facts fometimes ftated with fuch ludicrous miltakes, that 
we can fcarcely think the author intended a real hiftory: the 
beft pare of it is the very long quotation from Godfrey’s de- 
fcription of the principal champions of Broughton’s academy. 


The Gardner's Univerfal Guide. By Andrew Fergufon. 8v0. 55 
Cooke. 


This fyftem of gardening is publifhed under the name of 
Andrew Fergufon, gardner at Brentford. Whether any fuch 
perfon really exifts, we know not; but it is evident that the 
compilement has been executed many years ago, 


Le Livre des Enfans, par une Grand’mere pour fes Petites Filles, 
: The Firfl Part. 12zmo. 13. Booey. 


This is a ufeful little book, if French muff be learned before 
the child can articulate Englifh. If it be ftudied at a later 
period, thefe infantine lullabies are of little importance, — 








CORRESPONDENCTE. 


WE are forry to difagree with Dr, Wilfon; but we thought 
that we were on fafe ground, when we adopted his opinion of a 
conjectural idea, and tranfcribed what we could not compre- 
hend. We have read our article again, and, raillery apart, think 
it more defcriptive of the contents of h's pamphlet than that 
which Nags fent us as a pattern. Surely, in our account of 
new books, we muft not enlarge on what different authors have 
faid, before the author of the\work which we examine was 
born.—Intruth, it was a trifling uninftructive performance ; we 
laughed at it, inftead of oppofing the opinions with ferious ar- 
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ment. We are forry that this mifplaced mirth has given pain 3 
or we aim only to warn mankind from miftaking dulnefs for 
wifdom, and novelty for improvement. While we condemn the 
author we would {pare the man. | 





WE would willingly oblige our correfpondent from Ottery St. 
Mary, whofe tranflation of, and commentary on the third fection 
of the eleventh book of Marcus Antoninus, have given us much 
fatisfaction. But we have often obferved, that this part of our 
work muft be confined to the queftions which arife on the con- 
du& of it. In other views, the. propriety of inferting fpecimens 
of an unpublifhed work is extremely queftionable. 





MR. Mavor has our good wifhes for his fuccefs; but it would 
, be highly improper to publifh any account of his plan, except 
on our blue cover, 





WE have received the letter from Batterfea, and we hope 
than no inattention on our fide will induce our correfpondent 
to change his opigion. 





MR. Young deferves alfo our thanks for his very obliging re- 
marks: the delay of his firft work was, for a time, owing to 
accident. Since we have taken it up, we wifhed to examine it 
with more attention than we could then beftow.—We have 
not been ufed to difguife our opinions; and we are confident, 
that though we fhould oppofe, no candid author will be dif- 
pleafed, while our oppofition is conducted with propriety, and 
founded, as we endeavour to found it, on reafon. 





WE had formerly 2 correfpondent who ftyled himfelf * No 
Chemift;’ and he at laft appeared to be a well informed one. 
We have now a correfpondent, who ftyles himfelf ‘ A Chemift,’ 
and complains that our Review contains too much chemittry : 
we fufpec&t an equal mifnomer.—But, as fimilar obfervations 
have been made, we fhall remark that though we muft often 
follow the publit tafte, we may be occafionally allowed to direct 
it: if we had not found Englifh authors fo erroneous, we fhould ~ 
never have. attempted to obtrude inftruction, which it might be 

refumed they did not want. As we had fo often occafion to 
Etame, it was common jultice to point out better fources of in- 
formation, Authors are now improving in this refpe&; but, 
while improvements proceed alfo, they muft be occafionally 
the fubjects of our obfervation, that our Journal may hold the 
mirror up to fcience, and reflect, in a proportional fize, its va- 
riou features. ’ 
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